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UNIVERSITY OF CALCUTTA 
Ph.D. Administration Office (PAO) 

Ref. No.: CU/PAO/Ph.D./2026/03392 Date: 09/06/2026 

ADMISSION NOTICE 

Call for Applications for Admission to the Ph.D. Programme (Cycle 1), 2026 

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for admission to the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) 
programme of the University of Calcutta in the Subjects/Departments listed below, for the year 2026 (Cycle 
1), in accordance with the University of Calcutta Ph.D. Regulations, 2025 (framed in conformity with the 
UGC (Minimum Standards and Procedure for Award of Ph.D. Degree) Regulations, 2022). 

1.  Subjects / Departments offering admission (Cycle 1, 2026) 

1.  Electronic Science 17.  Anthropology 

2.  Education 18.  Human Rights 

3.  Chemistry 19.  Biochemistry 

4.  Chemical Technology 20.  Botany 

5.  Ancient Indian History & Culture 21.  Museology 

6.  Pure Mathematics 22.  Archaeology 

7.  Commerce 23.  Physiology 

8.  Psychology 24.  Geography 

9.  Applied Psychology 25. Information Technology 

10.  Urdu 26. Biophysics, Molecular Biology & Bioinformatics 

11.  Textile Technology 27. Business Management 

12.  Microbiology 28. Biotechnology 

13.  Genetics 29. Zoology 

14.  Radio Physics & Electronics 30. Environmental Science 

15.  English 31. Computer Science & Engineering 

16.  Applied Physics (Instrumentation Engineering) 32. Hindi 
The number of seats in each Subject/Department, the supervisor-wise vacancy position, and the applicable 
reservation roster will be notified separately, before the selection interview, by the respective 
Department/Centre/School concerned and on the official website of the University (www.caluniv.ac.in). 

2.  Eligibility (essential criteria) 

2.1  A candidate must possess, in the concerned/relevant subject, one of the following qualifications from a 
University/Institution recognised by the UGC or the University of Calcutta: 

(a)  a Master’s degree, or a qualification declared equivalent thereto by the competent statutory body 
(e.g., M.D.), with at least 55% marks in aggregate (or an equivalent grade on the UGC 10-point 
scale); or 

(b)  a one-year/two-year Master’s degree following a four-year/eight-semester Bachelor’s degree, 
with at least 55% marks (or equivalent grade); or 



University of Calcutta — Ph.D. Admission Notice (Cycle 1), 2026 Page 2 of 6 

(c)  a four-year/eight-semester Bachelor’s degree (with research) with at least 75% marks in 
aggregate (or equivalent grade); or 

(d)  an M.Phil. degree with at least 55% marks (or equivalent grade); or 
(e)  a five-year integrated programme leading to a Master’s degree, with at least 55% marks (or 

equivalent grade). 
2.2  A relaxation of 5% of marks (from 55% to 50%, and a corresponding relaxation of the 75% 

requirement) shall be allowed to candidates belonging to SC/ST/OBC (non-creamy layer)/Differently-
Abled/Economically Weaker Section (EWS) and other categories as notified by the UGC from time to 
time. 

2.3  Candidates in the final semester/year of the qualifying degree may apply provisionally; such candidates 
must produce the final mark sheet/degree certificate before the date of interview/admission, failing 
which their candidature shall stand cancelled. 

2.4  Selection shall be made through the two-stage process prescribed in the Regulations: qualification in 
UGC-NET/CSIR-NET/SET/GATE/GPAT or other national-level examination (in a subject matching 
the discipline of the Department concerned), followed by an interview before the Departmental 
Committee. NET Category-1 (JRF) candidates are assessed by interview; NET Category-2 and 
Category-3 and equivalent candidates are assessed on the basis of 70% weightage to the qualifying-
examination score and 30% to the interview. 

2.5  Foreign nationals are exempt from the entrance test and are considered primarily on the basis of their 
research proposal, subject to minimum eligibility and an equivalence certificate issued by AIU/UGC, 
in terms of the Regulations and the relevant CSR notification of the University. 

2.6  Admission is subject to the availability of seats, the supervisor-wise vacancy position, and the 
reservation policy of the Government of West Bengal. The subject/discipline-wise distribution of 
seats, the number of seats available under each supervisor, and the detailed criteria and procedure for 
selection will be notified separately, at least fifteen (15) days before the selection interview, by the 
respective Department/Centre/School and on the official website of the University 
(www.caluniv.ac.in). 

For the complete and authoritative eligibility conditions and selection procedure, candidates must refer to the 
University of Calcutta Ph.D. Regulations, 2025. In the event of any inconsistency, the Regulations shall 
prevail. 

3.  How to apply 

3.1  Candidates shall download the prescribed application form annexed to this Notice (also available on 
the official website of the University, www.caluniv.ac.in), print it as it is without any alteration, and 
fill it in clearly and legibly. 

3.2  A recent passport-size photograph (self-attested) shall be affixed in the space provided on the form. 
3.3  The filled-in form must be accompanied by self-attested copies of all relevant supporting documents, 

including: mark sheets and certificates from the Higher Secondary examination onwards; the 
Bachelor’s/Master’s (and M.Phil., if any) degree certificates; the qualifying-examination (NET/CSIR-
NET/SET/GATE/GPAT or equivalent) certificate, if applicable; the category certificate (SC/ST/OBC-
A/OBC-B/EWS), if applicable; the disability certificate, if applicable; the No-Objection Certificate 
from the employer, in the case of employed/part-time applicants; the AIU/UGC equivalence 
certificate, in the case of foreign nationals or holders of a degree from another university; and a self-
attested copy of Aadhaar (Indian nationals) or passport (foreign nationals). 

3.4  No application fee is payable. 
3.5  A separate application form, complete with enclosures, shall be submitted for each Subject/Department 

to which the candidate seeks admission. 
3.6  The duly filled-in application, together with all enclosures, shall be submitted to the office of the 

respective Department/Centre/School to which the candidate is applying. 

4.  Last date of submission 

4.1  The duly completed application, with all enclosures, must reach the office of the concerned 
Department/Centre/School on or before the fifteenth (15th) working day from the date of publication 
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of this Notice on the University website, i.e., on or before ______________ (to be specified by the 
PAO at the time of publication). For this purpose, “working day” means a day on which the 
administrative offices of the University remain open, excluding Sundays and University/Government 
holidays. 

4.2  Applications received after the last date, or that are incomplete, illegible or unsigned, are liable to be 
rejected without further reference to the applicant. 

4.3  Each receiving Department/Centre/School shall maintain a register recording the receipt of 
applications, with the date of receipt, for official records, and shall, where practicable, issue an 
acknowledgement to the applicant. 

5.  General conditions 

5.1  The mere submission of an application does not confer any right to admission. Selection shall be 
strictly in accordance with the Regulations 2025, the availability of seats and supervisors, and the 
applicable reservation roster. 

5.2  Candidates must produce original documents for verification as and when required by the appropriate 
authority. 

5.3  Canvassing in any form shall render a candidate liable to disqualification. 
5.4  The University reserves the right to modify, postpone or cancel the admission process, in whole or in 

part, without assigning any reason; the decision of the competent authority of the University shall be 
final and binding. 

5.5  This Notice, and all subsequent amendments, corrigenda and follow-up notices relating to this 
admission, will be published on the official website of the University, www.caluniv.ac.in. Candidates 
are advised to visit the website regularly; no separate individual intimation will be sent. 

By Order, 
Sd/- 

Registrar 
University of Calcutta 

(Issued by the Ph.D. Administration Office) 

Enclosure: Prescribed Application Form (Annexure – to be downloaded and printed as it is). 
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ANNEXURE – PRESCRIBED APPLICATION FORM 

 

UNIVERSITY OF CALCUTTA 
Ph.D. Administration Office (PAO) 

APPLICATION FORM FOR ADMISSION TO THE Ph.D. PROGRAMME 

(Under the University of Calcutta Ph.D. Regulations, 2025) 

Academic Session / RET 
Year  

Affix recent 
passport-size 
photograph 

(self-attested) 

Department / Centre / 
School  

Subject / Discipline  

Proposed Area / Topic 
of Research  

  A.  Personal Details 
 

1.  Name of Applicant (IN 
BLOCK LETTERS)  

2.  Name of Father / Mother 
/ Guardian  

3.  Date of Birth 
(DD/MM/YYYY)  4.  Gender Male  /  Female  /  Other 

5.  Nationality  6.  Whether Differently-Abled Yes  /  No 

7.  If Differently-Abled, type 
& % of disability  

8.  Category (attach attested 
certificate) General   /   SC   /   ST   /   OBC-A   /   OBC-B   /   EWS 

9.  Aadhaar No. (for Indian 
nationals)  

  B.  Contact Details 
 

Address for Communication 
(with PIN)  

Permanent Address (with 
PIN)  

Mobile No.  E-mail ID  

  C.  Academic Qualifications 
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Examination Year of 
Passing 

Board / 
University Subject(s) Division / 

Class 
Marks 

Obtained 
Total 

Marks 
% of 

Marks 

Higher 
Secondary (10+2 
or equiv.) 

       

Bachelor's 
Degree (UG) 

       

Master's Degree 
(PG) 

       

Other (please 
specify) 

       

 

Note: Attach self-attested copies of all mark sheets and certificates. Use an additional sheet for any further 
qualifications/achievements. 

  D.  Eligibility Basis (Regulation 3 – tick the applicable route) 
 

[   ]   3.1(a/b)  Master's degree (1-yr/2-yr) after a 4-year Bachelor's degree, with at least 55% marks (50% for reserved 
categories). 
[   ]   3.1(c)  Qualification declared equivalent to a Master's degree by the statutory body (e.g., M.D.). 
[   ]   3.1(d)  Five-year integrated programme leading to a Master's degree, with at least 55% marks. 
[   ]   3.1(e)  4-year/8-semester Bachelor's degree (with research), with at least 75% marks (relaxed for reserved 
categories). 
[   ]   3.3     M.Phil. degree with at least 55% marks (50% for reserved categories). 
[   ]   3.5     Final-semester/year candidate applying provisionally (final mark-sheet/certificate to be produced before 
interview/admission). 

  E.  Qualifying / Eligibility Examination (Regulation 4) 
 

Examination qualified (tick one):  UGC-NET with JRF (Cat-1)  /  UGC-NET, Asst. Prof. eligible (Cat-2)  /  UGC-
NET (Cat-3)  /  CSIR-NET  /  SET (WB)  /  GATE  /  GPAT  /  Other  /  Not applicable (foreign national – exempt) 

Subject in which qualified  Year & Month  

Score / Percentile / % of Marks  Roll / Certificate No.  

Validity / award details (NET 
valid one year – cl. 4.2)  

  F.  Employment & Mode of Study 
 

Employment status Employed  /  Unemployed Mode of Ph.D. Full-time  /  Part-time 

If employed: name & 
address of employer, with 
designation 

 

NOC enclosed (employed / 
part-time applicants) Yes  /  No  /  N.A. Fellowship / scholarship Yes  /  No 

If yes, name of fellowship 
& funding agency  

  G.  For Foreign Nationals 
 

Passport No. & valid visa / permit  
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Equivalence certificate from AIU / 
UGC enclosed Yes  /  No  /  N.A. 

Registered in Study in India (SII) 
programme Yes  /  No If yes, SII ID  

 

Foreign nationals are exempt from the entrance test (RET/NET); admission is based primarily on the research 
proposal, subject to minimum eligibility (Regulation 4.8). International applicants may also register on the Study in 
India portal (studyinindia.gov.in). 

  H.  Documents Enclosed (Checklist) 
 

[   ]   Recent passport-size photograph affixed and self-
attested 

[   ]   Self-attested mark sheets & certificates (Higher 
Secondary onwards) 

[   ]   Master's / 4-year Bachelor's (with research) degree 
certificate 

[   ]   Category certificate – SC / ST / OBC-A / OBC-B / 
EWS (if applicable) 

[   ]   Disability certificate, if Differently-Abled (if 
applicable) 

[   ]   Qualifying-exam certificate – NET / SET / GATE / 
GPAT / other (if applicable) 

[   ]   No-Objection Certificate from employer (employed 
/ part-time) 

[   ]   Equivalence certificate from AIU / UGC (foreign / 
other-university degrees) 

[   ]   Self-attested copy of Aadhaar (Indian) / Passport 
(foreign national)  

  I.  Declaration / Undertaking 
I hereby declare that the information furnished above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. I have 
read and understood the University of Calcutta Ph.D. Regulations, 2025, and agree to be governed by them. I am not 
simultaneously registered for any other degree programme at this or any other University/Institution (Regulation 10.6). I 
undertake to produce original documents whenever required by the appropriate authority. I am aware that any false 
information will render my candidature/admission liable to cancellation. 
Place: 

Date: 

  

  Signature of the Applicant (with name) 

  J.  Instructions to Applicants 
 

1.  This form is common to all subjects. Fill in the Department/Centre/School and Subject/Discipline carefully. 
2.  Duly filled-in forms with all enclosures must be submitted to the office of the concerned Department/Centre/School 

on or before the last date notified by the PAO. 
3.  Self-attested copies of all mark sheets and certificates must be attached; original documents may be called for at any 

time by the appropriate authority. 
4.  The subject in which the applicant has qualified UGC-NET/CSIR-NET/SET/GATE/GPAT should match the subject 

in which the Department offers the Ph.D. (Regulation 4.2). 
5.  Foreign nationals are exempt from the entrance test; admission is based primarily on the research proposal, subject 

to minimum eligibility and AIU/UGC equivalence (Regulation 4.8). 
6.  Candidates in the final semester/year may apply provisionally; failure to produce the final mark-sheet/certificate 

before interview/admission will lead to cancellation (Regulation 3.5). 
7.  Incomplete or unsigned applications are liable to be rejected. 


