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INAUGURAL SESSION:

2.00 PM: Welcome and felicitation of Dignitaries

Prof Mau Das Gupta
Head of Department, Sanskrit, University of Calcutta

2.10 PM: Introduction:

Mr. Joydeep Roy
Chief Consular Officer, Honorary Consulate of the Republic of Poland in Kolkata

2.15 PM: Address by the Chair:

Prof. Ashutosh Ghosh
Vice Chancellor, University of Calcutta

2.25 PM: Inaugural Address:

H.E. Dr. Piotr A. Switalski
Head of Mission. Embassy of the Republic of Poland in New Delhi

2.40 PM: Vote of Thanks:

Prof Debasish Das
Registrar, University of Calcutta




THEMATIC SESSION:

2.50 PM
Prof. Maria C. Byrski, Former Ambassador of Poland to India, Indologist & Padma Shri Awardee
Prof. Joanna Jurewicz, Chair - South Asia Studies, Faculty of Oriental Studies, University of Warsaw
Prof. Kamal Kishore Mishra, Professor of Sanskrit & Director, International Centre of Excellence for IKS

Remarks by Session Chair: Prof. Gopal Chandra Misra, Ex Vice Chancellor, Gour Banga University
3.30 PM:
Interactions
3.45 PM:
Vote of Thanks: Prof Dipankar Mukhopadhyay, Department of Sanskrit, University of Calcutta
4.00 PM:

Tea & Refreshments

Background:

The Sanskrit Seminar aims to capture the development of Indian literary studies in Poland and how the
interest for Sanskrit studies have grown over the years, while being taught at several leading Universities in
there. Plans are being made to explore the possibilities of academic cooperation between the University of
Calcutta and Polish Universities — focusing on research and advanced studies concerning Sanskrit and other
ancient Indian languages. With both India & Poland having a strong historical linguistic lineage - the scope of
“academic engagement” in this segment is expected to be immense.

Historically speaking, the journey of connectivity between the two countries goes back to the Renaissance
period of 16th century — when a small number of Poland's nobility, statesmen, writers, etc. visited India and
fostered the abiding interest of Polish people in the civilization, philosophy, spiritual traditions, art, and
culture of India. As early as 1611, the Polish Catholic priest, translator, and poet, Stanistaw Grochowski,
published a book titled Cudowne wiersze z indyjskiego jezyka (Wonderful Verses from Indian Language). It
was a translation of the Bhagavad Gita, which had first been translated from Sanskrit into Medieval Latin by
the Italian poet and Jesuit missionary Francisco Benci (1542-1594).

Poland has a long history of Indological studies — focusing on its languages, literature, history, art, culture,
different religious traditions and much more. Jagiellonian University held its first Sanskrit grammar lectures
in from 1860 to 1862. A Chair of Sanskrit was set up in 1893 at the Jagiellonian University (JU), Krakéw. The
first Sanskrit Chair in Poland was founded with Professor Leon Marikowski, a Doctor of Law & Philosophy,
of the University of Leipzig. He was succeeded by Professor Andrzej Gawroriski who in 1916 became an
Associate Professor of Old Indian philology. Gawroriski wrote several academic papers and carried out
studies about Sanskrit Buddhist Literature, Buddhacarita and Ramayana or Origins of Indian drama and the
problem of Greek influences. Prof. Gawroniski was a Polish Indologist, linguist and Polyglot — who was the
author of the first Polish handbook on Sanskrit (Podrecznik sanskrytu, 1932), which remains in use to this day
in Poland. He could speak, write and understand around 100 languages and was the Founder of Polish
Oriental Society (1922) and one of the Founders of the Polish Linguistic Society (1925).

Helena Willman-Grabowska, the first woman in the history of the Jagiellonian University to receive the title
of full Professor (1937), was appointed to the Chair of Sanskrit and Indian Philology in 1928. She at her own
expense created a Centre for Indian studies at the JU. She introduced an Indology library and expanded the
Sanskrit studies by incorporating lectures on India's cultural, economic and social issues. She further created
a curriculum incorporating the history of Buddhism, the Pali language and modern Indian languages, among
them the ones belonging to the Dravidian family.

The Indology Department of the Oriental Institute at the University of Warsaw, which was established in
1932, remains the largest center for Indian studies in Central Europe. The study of Indian languages,
literature, culture, and Indology is also offered at the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznar and the
University of Wroctaw in Poland. The late Vedic Sanskrit texts of Hindu philosophy were inscribed on the wall
of the library of Warsaw University, Poland. Today, studies & research in Indian languages and literature have
developed at the Universities of Krakédw, Warsaw, Wroctaw and Poznar in Poland.
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Session Speakers:

P Prof. Maria Christopher Byrski is an eminent Indologist, distinguished Sanskrit scholar, and

L former Ambassador of the Republic of Poland to India (1993-96). A former Professor of

¥ &S Indology at the University of Warsaw, he has made outstanding contributions to Sanskrit

y studies, Indian philosophy and in promoting Indo-Polish cultural and academic relations. He

has taught Polish Indologists and has translated Manusmriti and the dramas of Bhasa and

- Kalidasa into Polish language. In recognition of his exceptional services in promoting Indian

culture ~ strengthening ties between India and Poland, the Government of India honoured him with the
Padma Shri in 2022, one of India’s highest civilian awards.

Prof. Joanna Jurewicz is an eminent Indologist, Sanskrit scholar, Cognitive Linguist serving

as Chair of South Asia Studies in the Faculty of Oriental Studies at the University of

Warsaw, Poland. An internationally recognized expert on the Vedas, Upanishads, and

Indian philosophy, her research has made significant contributions to Vedic studies,

Sanskrit literature, and the intellectual traditions of ancient India. A scholar of the oldest

i By Indian thought expressed in Sanskrit texts, she is the author of five monographs and held

important positions in leading academic institutions in Poland and elsewhere. Having played a vital role in

advancing the study of India's classical knowledge traditions — she was honored with the “Outstanding
Indologist Award” by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) in 2023.

Dean, Faculty of Arts Rabindra Bharati University. His areas of work [ interest have been in
Literature & Literary Criticism; Sanskrit Poetics; Sanskrit Dramaturgy; Modern Sanskrit
! Literature; Manuscriptology; Aesthetics: East and West; Research Methodology and
l ' Translation literature. His major research articles have been published leading
® International & National Journals from time to time. Over the years, he has been involved
in academic program creation, developmental initiatives and other consulting activities for

educational institutions in West Bengal and other Eastern Indian States.
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Prof. Kamal Krishna Mishra is an academician, Cultural Diplomat and Author. He is
currently serving as Professor of Sanskrit in the University of Calcutta and Director, ICAS -
Bharatiye JAana Parampara (BJP-IKS) - CU, GyanaBharatam (SVICEM - CU), BICCVSR - CU,
University of Calcutta. He has been working in the field of Sanskrit and Indic Studies
especially Epigraphy, Paleography and Manuscriptology. Under the patronage of Dogra
Royal family of J&K in Indian Scholastic tradition, he has several scholarly publications to
his credit, which include 11 Volumes of Srimadbhagavadgita with 21 Rare Sanskrit
Commentaries in Original Calligraphy. Among others, he is a Member of International Advisory Board, Central
Sanskrit University, New Delhi; UGC Observer- Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) Initiative, IIT (ISM) Dhanbad.




