
CONFERENCES 

Academic Year 2018 

National Conference on “Innovations in Food, Environment, and Healthcare” (NCIFEH 

2018) – 28th & 29th September 2018 

Report:  

The National Conference on “Innovations in Food, Environment and Healthcare” (NCI FEH 

2018) organized by the School of Biotechnology & Bioinformatics, D Y Patil Deemed to be 

University, CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai was held on 28th and 29th September, 2018 at the 

Medical College, D.Y. Patil Deemed to be University, Navi Mumbai. Total number of 

participants was 49. 

Objectives: 

● To know the innovative work going on Food, Environment and Healthcare all over the 

India  

● To explore the talent of student  and motivate them 

● Chance to interact with scientists & industrialists 

 

More than 400 participants from eminent institutes and industries of the country, experts in the 

field, enjoyed a stimulating two days of science. Different cutting edge presentations from key 

note and invited speakers from academia and industry and younger scientists that are producing 

remarkable original work were presented. The program included 10 invited talks, more than 40 

oral presentations and poster presentations. 

Topics of oral sessions covered the wide spectrum of state of the art and recent developments in 

the field of technology. The main highlight of this conference was it showed different areas 

where innovations in food, environment and healthcare, consumer acceptability and from lab 

scale to large scale. The R&D people from industries delivered their success stories. 

 

Outcome: 

This conference provided a great platform for the students to present their research and got to 

know further improvements required in their research. It was very memorable experience when 

participants got a chance to interact with scientists & industrialists and discussing about recent 

trend in industries and research work. 

  



Academic Year 2019 

ByoEdu 2019 on the 29th & 30th November 

Report: 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. To build awareness regarding the potential of biosimilar in fortifying the healthcare 

system 

2. To strengthen the Biosimilar Ecosystem in India 

3. To deliberate on the exciting career opportunities and advances in the Biosimilar 

Ecosystem in India  

 

                           The Biotech and Pharmaceutical industries being the most technology intensive 

sectors a global revolution in these fields has led to fast paced advancements in technology. As a 

positive step towards keeping pace with these advancements the School of Biotechnology and 

Bioinformatics in collaboration with ACRNS Analytical Technologies Pvt. Ltd. organized the 

ByoEdu 2019 on the 29th and 30th of November.  

Because of the constant demand for economical healthcare andapproaching patent expiries, the 

development of Biosimilars is the gathering immense importance and is probably the most 

invested segment of the Biopharma industry today. The theme of the event was therefore 

strategically centered around the Biosimilars with the objective ‘To Strengthen Biosimilar 

Ecosystem’ 

The satellite workshop organized on the 29th of November under the aegis of ByoEdu 2019, was 

a platform where renowned and leading players in analytical technologies namely Proteinsimple 

(Biotechne), Nano-temper Technologies, Agilent Technologies and Biocube showcased their 

latest equipment. 

The conference on the 30th saw a congregation of different sectors of the scientific community 

including the industry, academia, researchers and regulatory bodies. Dr M K Sahib the doyen of 

Biotechnologies India (Adj. Prof., BAMU) flagged off the conference by highlighting the 

biotechnological revolution which provided the foundation of the biopharma industry. 

The brilliantly planned program schedule divided into two sessions, took the participants through 

a series of informative talks by distinguished members of the Biopharma industry that covered 

almost all aspects of Biosimilar development from the concept to regulatory challenges.  

These comprised of talk on ‘Biosimilar Development’ by Dr. Sameer Kulkarni, Director, 

Innovation Cell, Mumbai University and talk on ‘Preclinical and clinical development and 

Commercialization of Biosimilars’ by Dr. Hanmant Barkate, VP, Medical Services, Glenmark. 

Dr. Vishal Warke, Director, Cell culture and Immunology division, Himedia Laboratories Pvt. 

Ltd inspired and motivated the young student participants by sharing the history and success 

story of Himedia and the opportunities and challenges in the field of cell culture media 



development. Dr Praveen Rao, Senior manager Reliance Life Sciencesthrew light on the main 

platforms for cell line developmentand introduced the latest devicesthat have revolutionized the 

pharma sector ad Dr Sanjeev Gupta, Head, R&D IPCA laboratories Ltd. talk on ‘Bioprocessing 

strategies for Biosimilar production’ 

The two panel discussions saw eminent panelists, mentioned below, deliberating over the 

preparedness of young generation students of science for a career in research andindustry. 

Important questions like the effectiveness of skill development trainings and research 

internships, expectations of the biopharma industry and initiatives taken by the government 

agencies like BIRAC and DBT were addressed. The lively interaction and participation of the 

audience was the highlight of the panel discussions that turned in to melting pots of shared 

experiences and expert advises. Under the able moderation of Dr Dipak Thakur, Director, 

ACRNS, Analytical Technologies Pvt. Ltd. the sessions indeed proved to be thought provoking, 

reflective, philosophical and above all extremely enriching and resourceful for all sides that 

participated.  

There was a lot to take home from the workshop and conference and the participants benefited 

through the exposure to exciting career opportunities and advances in the biosimilar ecosystem 

of India, inspiration for new research projects, continued benefit through the year-long webinar 

series, information about grants and funding for young researchers, creditable addition to 

individual resume and opportunity to interact with distinguished members of the Industry. 

 

Affiliations for reference: 

Panel Discussion 1 

1. Dr Mirage Singh, Project Manager, NBM, DBT, BIRAC,  

2. Dr Vishal Warke (mentioned in text),  

3. Dr Pratiksha Palahe (Head, NFB, Mumbai) 

4. Dr Praveen Rao (mentioned). 

Panel Discussion 2 

1. Dr M K Sahib (mentioned in text) 

2. Dr Debjani Dasgupta (Director, School of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics, 

DYPUNM) 

3. Dr Vishal Warke (mentioned) 

4. Dr Pratiksha Palahe (mentioned above) 

5. Mr Neelabh Thoke (not found) 

OUTCOMES:  

1.  Knowledge of Skills sets required to start a career in the Biopharma Industry.  

2.  Insights of technological innovations within the Biopharma Industry.  

3. Information of career opportunities in the commercial and research sectors along with the 
understanding of associated challenges 


