
Matter 

1. Define Matter 

a. Anything that has mass and occupies space is called matter. 

2. What is the difference between mass and weight? 

a. Mass is the “quantity of matter” and weight is “the force with which the earth pulls a body towards itself”. 

The mass of a body does not change but its weight changes from place to place. 

3. Give three main characteristics of particles of matter. 

a. Characteristics of matter 

i. It can neither be created nor destroyed. 

ii. It is composed of a particular material which can either be homogeneous or heterogeneous. 

iii. Matter has volume, mass and weight as per their state. 

4. Differentiate between an atom and a molecule. 

a. The difference between an atom and a molecule is as follows:- 

 

 

 

5. Define the following (a) Solids, (b) Liquids, and (c) gasses 

a. Solids:-  A solid is that state of matter which has a fixed shape, mass and volume. It undergoes very little 

change in shape with temperature and cant be compressed easily. Eg sand, wood, stone, ice, etc. 

b. Liquid:- has a definite mass and volume but takes the shape of the container. It can be compressed a little 

bit. Eg water, milk, oil, etc 

c. Gasses:- it has a definite mass but no definite volume and takes the shape of the container.. It is highly 

compressible. Eg air, oxygen, hydrogen, etc 

6. Define inter conversion of state of matter. 

a. The process by which matter changes from one state to another and back to original state, without change 

in its chemical composition. Eg melting, freezing, vaporization, etc.  

7. What is inter conversion of state of matter? Explain with the help of examples. 

a. The phenomenon of change from one state to the other state and then back to the original state is called 

inter conversion of state of matter. This happens due to change of temperature or pressure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. What is melting, Vaporization, condensation and freezing? 

a. Table in text book on page 6 

 

 Atom Molecule 

1 It is the smallest part of an element. It is the smallest part of a compound 

2 It does not have independent existence. It has an independent existence. 



  


