
India in the 6th Century BCE: The Rise of Jainism and Buddhism 

Structured Questions 

Q1. Examine the sources to reconstruct the two great religious movements- Jainism and Buddhism- 

under the following heads: 

a) Twelve Angas 

b) Tripitikas 

c) Jatakas 

Ans. The 6th century BCE witnessed the emergence of two new religions in India- Jainism and 

Buddhism.  There are many sources, both literary and archaeological to reconstruct the history of 

this period. 

a) A Jain Council at Patliputra collected and compiled the teachings of Mahavira and Jain 

religious literature into twelve Angas.  The twelve Angas contain the rules for Jain monks and 

teachings of Jain Tirthankars or spiritual Gurus.  These works, written in Ardhamagadhi, are 

divided into many subsections or parts, such as Upangas, Prakirnas, Sutras and other texts. 

b) The Tripitakas (three baskets) are also written in Pali.  These three books are:  

(i) Sutta Pitaka- which contains the Buddhist teachings and sayings of the Buddha.  It 

speaks about the origin of the Universe, caste system, karma, rebirth and Nirvana. 

(ii) Abhidhamma Pitaka presents a philosophical interpretation of the doctrines 

contained in the Sutta Pitaka. 

(iii) Vinaya Pitaka- contains rules for the guidance of the Buddhist monks and nuns. 

c) The Jataka tales, written in Pali, deal with the previous births of Lord Buddha.  They also 

throw light on political, economic and social conditions ranging from 5th to 2nd century BCE.  

There are more than 550 such stories. 

 

Q2. There are many factors responsible for the rise of Jainism and Buddhism in the 6th century BCE.  

In this context explain the role of the following: 

a) Ritualistic Vedic Religion 

b) Supremacy of the Priestly Class 

c) Rigid Caste System 

d) Difficult Vedic Language 

Ans. The 6th century BCE witnessed the emergence of two new religions in India- Jainism and 

Buddhism.  There are several responsible for the rise of these two religions. 



a) The simple religion of the early Aryans was replaced by meaningless rituals and complicated 

ceremonies.  The rites and ceremonies were too costly for ordinary people to perform. They 

became discontented with the religious beliefs and practices of that age. 

b) With the introduction of elaborate rites and rituals, the priestly class came to occupy a 

position of supremacy in society.  The priests dominated the life of a man from birth to 

death.  People turned against these priests who made their religion complicated, expensive 

and burdensome. 

c) In the course of time, the castes became rigid like water- tight compartments.  Caste was 

decided according to birth and not according to profession.  Untouchability became 

prominent. Lower castes were ill treated.  The intellectuals and reformers resented to such 

unjust social distinctions among the people.  The Buddhist Sangha was, therefore, thrown 

open to all equally. 

d) The Vedic literature had been written in Sanskrit, which was beyond the comprehension of 

the common people.  Many could not understand the Vedic mantras recited by the Brahmin 

priests. 

 

Q3. Give a brief account of the life of Lord Mahavira.  Explain his teachings regarding: 

a) The Five Vows 

b) Belief in God 

c) Rejections of Rituals 

d) Treating people on an equal basis 

 

Ans. Lord Mahavira was born in 599 BCE in Kundagrama.  His original name was Vardhamana.  He 

renounced wordly pleasure and became an ascetic and practiced meditation.  He attained true 

knowledge and came to be known as Mahavira.  Let us study his life. 

a) Lord Mahavira laid great emphasis on the principle of Ahimsa. He said all creatures, animals 

and plants possess life.  No harm should be caused to any living creature.  The Jains were to 

take vows of Satya, Asateya, Aparigraha and Brhamacharya. 

b) Mahavira did not believe in the existence of God.  He had no faith in the theory that God 

created the world.  According to him, man is responsible for his own destiny. Man can 

escape from his misery and suffering only through leading a life of renunciation. 

c) The Jains do not attach any importance to the meaningless rites and ceremonies and the 

sacrificial rituals of the Brahmanical religion. 



d) Mahavira believed in the equality of all human beings.  All have the right to attain Nirvana by 

leading a pure life.  He preached that there should not be any discrimination on grounds of 

caste. He even favoured the freedom of women and allowed them to join the Jain Sangha. 

 

Q4. With reference to the life and teachings of Gautama Buddha, explain the following: 

a) How did Buddha get Enlightenment? 

b) What views did Buddha hold regarding (i) Karma Theory;   (ii) Nirvana;    (iii) Existence of 

God;    (iv) Ahimsa 

Ans. Gautama Buddha was born in 567 BCE in Lumbini, Kapilavastu.  He was inclined towards a 

spiritual life.  He gave up family and went in search of truth.  Four Great Sights affected him.  He 

became the Enlightened One or Buddha under a papal tree in Bodh Gaya.  Let us examine his 

life. 

a) Gautama’s mind was set on finding a solution to the problems of human suffering and 

death.  He visited many places and met many Brahmins and religious teachers who could not 

supply the answer to his spiritual quest. He practiced severe penance, but gave up mid way. 

One day he sat under a Pipal tree at Bodh Gaya and remained in meditation till he attained 

spiritual knowledge.  Ultimately, the true light dawned on him and he came to be known as 

the Buddha or the Enlightened One. 

b)  Lord Buddha held certain views on the following: 

(i) Buddha believed in the theory of Karma.  Whatever a man sows, he reaps.  His next 

life depends on the deeds of the present life. Neither sacrifices nor any prayers to 

God can change a man’s destiny. 

(ii) Man’s ultimate aim in life is to attain Nirvana- the final bliss which is the free from 

desire and sorrow, cycle of birth and rebith. 

(iii) Buddha was silent on the existence of God.  Mechanical worship of Gods was 

brushed aside and a high ethical code was elevated to the status of religion. 

(iv) One of the prominent teachings of Buddha was Ahimsa.  He was strongly against 

anyone causing harm to any living being.  Non violence should be the main principle 

of practical morality. 

 

Q5. With reference to the spread and growth of Buddhism explain the role of each of the 

following: 

a) Simple Teachings 

b) Simple Language 



c) Buddhist Sangha 

d) Royal Patronage 

 

Ans. Gautam Buddha gave up family and went in search of truth.  He became the 

Enlightened One or Buddha under a papal tree in Bodh Gaya.  He now began to preach his 

new doctrines which led to the spread and growth ofBuddhism.  Let us examine this religion. 

a) Buddha’s teachings were quite simple.  He was against complicated rituals and 

ceremonies and strongly opposed all forms of sacrifices. 

b) Buddha and his disciples used only popular dialects as vehicles for their teachings.  They 

discarded the complicated Sanskrit language of the Vedic scriptures. 

c) Buddha founded the Buddhist Sangha to spread his teachings far and wide.  The male 

members were called Bhikshus and female were called Bhikshunis or nuns. They lived in 

monasteries, known as Viharas.  They renounced the world. 

d) Great rulers like Ashoka, Kanishka and Harsha embraced Buddhism.  The rulers made 

Buddhism the State religion and popularized it.  They sent missionaries to many 

countries like Sri Lanka, China, Myanmar, Japan and Korea. 

 

 

 

Chapter 4:  India in the 6th Century BCE: Rise of Jainism and Buddhism 

Short Answer Questions 

 

Q1.  Name any two sources to reconstruct the two great religious movements- Jainism and 

Buddhism.   

Ans.  The two sources to reconstruct the two great religious movements- Jainism and Buddhism are 

as follows: The Literary Sources and The Archaeological Sources. 

Q2.  Mention two causes which favoured the rise of Jainism and Buddhism in the 6th Century BCE. 

Ans.  The two causes that favoured the rise of Jainism and Buddhism in the 6th Century BCE are as 

follows: 

(i) The Ritualistic Vedic Religion – meaningless rituals and complicated ceremonies.   

(ii) Killing of Animals to perform sacrifices: A large number of animals had to be killed for the 

ceremonial sacrifices and Yajnas. 

Q3.  Name the first and the last two Jain Tirthankaras. 

Ans.  The teachings of Jainism were the work of twenty four Tirthankaras or Spiritual Gurus.  The 

first Tirthankara was Rishabh, also known as Adi Nath.  The last two were Parsahvanath and 

Mahavira.  

Q4.  What was the original name of Mahavira? 



Ans.  Mahavira’s original name was Vardhamana.  He was born in 599 BCE  at Kundagrama, now 

known as Basukunda, in the modern district of Muzzaffarpur in Bihar.   

Q5.  How did Vardhamana become Mahavira? 

Ans.  Vardhamana renounced worldly pleasures and went in search of truth.  In the 13th year of his 

life as an ascetic he attained true knowledge and came to be known as Mahavira or Jina the 

conqueror.   

Q6.  Why the followers of Mahavira were called Jains? 

Ans.  The followers of Mahavira were called Jains because the founder came to be known as Jina or 

the conqueror of self.   

Q7. Mention any two teachings of Mahavira- doctrines. 

Ans.  The following are the teachings of Lord Mahavira: 

(i) The Five Vows: Mahavira laid great emphasis on the principle of Ahimsa.  The Vow are- 

Ahimsa, Satya, Asateya, Aparigraha and Brahmacharya.  

(ii) No belief in God: Mahavira did not believe in the existence of God.  According to him man is 

responsible for his own destiny.  

Q8.  What is known as Triratna in Jainism? 

Ans.  The Triratna are three gems in the Jain teachings.  Right Faith, Right Knowledge and Right 

Conduct.   

Q9.  Name the two sects of Jainism.  What is the main difference between the two?  

Ans.  The two sects of Jainism are Digambaras and Svetambaras.  The Digambara Munis remain 

completely nude.  The Svetambara Munis wear white clothes. 

Q10.  Mention the “Four Great Sights” of Buddhism. 

Ans.  The “Four Great Sights” of Buddhism are the sight of an old man, a sick man and a dead man.  

Lastly Buddha sighted an ascetic whose calm and serenity greatly attracted him.  These were 

important episodes in Buddha’s life. 

Q12.  How did Gautama come to be known as the Buddha? 

Ans.  Gautama visited many places in his spiritual quest.  Finally he came under a Pipal tree at Bodh 

Gaya.  It was here the true light dawned on him and he came to be known as the Buddha or the 

Enlightened One.    

Q11.  What is known as the Great Renunciation? 

Ans.  At the age of 29 he renounced everything and went in search of solutions to the problems of 

human suffering and death.  As an ascetic he went in search of truth.  This episode came to be 

known as the Great Renunciation. 

Q12.  How did Gautama come to be known as the Buddha? 

Ans.  Gautama visited many places in his spiritual quest.  Finally he came under a Pipal tree at Bodh 

Gaya.  It was here the true light dawned on him and he came to be known as the Buddha or the 

Enlightened One.    

Q13.  Name the place where Buddha got Enlightenment. 

Ans.  Buddha finally sat under a Pipal tree at Bodh Gaya and remained in meditation till he attained 

spiritual knowledge.   

Q14.  Name the place where Buddha gave his first Sermon? 

Ans After his Enlightenment, the Buddha proceeded to the Deer Park near Sarnath where he gave 

his first spiritual sermon. 

Q15.  What are the Four Noble Truths of Buddhism? 

Ans.  The foundation of Buddha’s doctrines was based on the Four Noble Truths. 



(i) The world is full of sorrow and suffering. 

(ii) The main cause of suffering is man’s desire. 

(iii) Suffering can be removed by getting rid of desires. 

(iv) One can overcome desires by following the Eight- Fold Path. 

 

Q16.  Mention any four points of the Buddhist Eight- Fold Path. 

Ans.  The Eight- Fold Path was also known as the ‘Middle- Path.’  They are as follows:   

(i) Right Faith 

(ii) Right Aspiration 

(iii) Right Action 

(iv) Right Effort 

Q17.  Mention any two teachings of Lord Buddha. 

Ans.  Buddha believed in following a middle course.  The following are his two teachings: 

(i) Karma Theory: Buddha believed in the theory of Karma. Whatever a man sows, he reaps. 

(ii) Nirvana: Man’s ultimate aim in life is to attain Nirvana- the final bliss which is free from 

desire and sorrow. 

Q18.  Mention any two similarities in the teachings of Jainism and Buddhism. 

Ans.   The two similarities in the teachings of Jainism and Buddhism are as follows:  

(i) The Great teachers of both religions, Mahavira and Gautama were Kshatriyas. 

(ii) God, rituals and Vedas had no place in both the religions. 

 

Q19.  What is the importance of the Jatakas in Buddhism? 

Ans.  The Jatakas tales written in Pali, deal with the previous births of Lord Buddha.  They also throw 

light on political, economic and social conditions of the time.  There are more than 550 such stories. 

 

Q20.  How do Buddhist ideals still affect our life? 

Ans.  Buddhist ideals are still relevant to our times.  Mahatma Gandhi took a leaf from the Buddha’s 

life when he said, “non- violence is the first article of my faith.”   

 

Q21.  What is called a Vihara? 

Ans.  Rock cut caves were made in various parts of India for giving permanent abodes to the monks 

and for providing places of worship.  The caves were hewn out of solid rocks which were called 

Viharas or monasteries. 

 


