
 

 

  

 

Class 9: English Literature  The Merchant of Venice  Act I [Scene 3] 

 

Act 1: Scene 3 Summary  

Shylock agrees to lend Bassanio three thousand ducats for three months based on Antonio’s credit 
but is skeptical, since all of Antonio’s assets are tied up at sea. He confesses in an aside that he 
hates Antonio because he is a Christian who lends money without interest, which makes Shylocks 
profession as a moneylender difficult. Shylock has also been offended by Antonio’s public, 
physical and verbal assaults against him for usury, which is considered a sin by Christians. When 
Shylocks points out Antonio’s hypocrisy, Antonio points out he makes the exception for Bassanio, 
not for himself.  

 

Please the link: https://youtu.be/XyCHwxbnJVI 

 

EXT 1. (Line 4 -14) Pg-1 

i. Give the conditions to which Antonio is bound. How wise was Antonio to bind himself to such 
conditions? 

Ans: Antonio is bound to a bond according to which if he fails to repay the amount in due time, 
Shylock will be entitled to take an exact pound of flesh from any part of Antonio’s body that he 
may wish. It was very unwise of Antonio to misjudge Shylock’s intentions and sign such a fatal 
bond. 

 

ii. Give the meaning of: May you stead me? Will you pleasure me?—Can you help me and will 
you do me this favour? 

 

iii. Shylock says that Antonio is a good man. What does Shylock mean with the connotation 
‘good’? 

Ans: When Shylock says the above words, he means that Antonio is a reliable man, whose surety 
is sufficient to give a loan.  

 

iv. Enumerate the possible threats to Antonio’s business ventures as stated by Shylock, after the 
above extract. 

Ans: Shylock enumerates the possible dangers to Antonio’s merchandise-ships being only planks 
of wood are apt to be broken; the mariners being merely human beings, are liable to be drowned; 
there are pirates on the waters; and there are all the dangers of the ocean from the gales, tempests 
and dangerous rocks.  

 

v. How can it be proved that Antonio is a prudent businessman but he is overconfident? 

Ans: Antonio can considered as a prudent businessman as his wealth is distributed over the 
whole world. one of Antonio’s ship is on its journey to Tripolis, another is bound for the Indies, a 
third is voyaging to Mexico, fourth to England and others to various other distant places. He is so 
overconfident of his riches that he agrees to an unreasonable and dangerous bond.  

 

https://youtu.be/XyCHwxbnJVI


 

 

EXT 2. (Line 41-49) Pg-15 &16 

i. What is meant by ‘a fawning publican’? Give three reasons why Shylock hates Antonio. 

Ans: Publicans were tax collectors for the Romans and were generally oppressive. They were 
hated by the Jews because they were the agents of Rome, who collected taxes also from the Jews. 
Publican is a natural term of contempt and loathing in the mouth of a Jew. Shylock hats Antonio 
because he is a Christian, lends money without interest and hurls abuses on him.  

 

ii. Give the meaning of the following: 

   a. Low simplicity—Childish foolishness 

   b. Gratis —Free of interest 

   c. Rate of usance —rate of interest 

 

iii. Write the meaning of the following in your own words: 

“I can catch him once upon the hip, I will feed fat the ancient grudge I bear him.” 

Ans: The above words mean that if Shylock could get hold of Antonio at a disadvantage or in a 
weak spot, he will satisfy fully the long-standing hatred he has against him.  

 

iv. What old grudge does Shylock have against Antonio? 

Ans: Shylock had a long-standing grudge against Antonio because Antonio was a Christian and 
looked upon the holy Jewish race with contempt. He used to lend money without interest. He 
even spat on Shylock, kicked him and called a ‘cut-throat dog.’ 

 

v. What does the ‘sacred nation’ refer to? What insults has Antonio heaped upon Shylock?  

Ans: The ‘sacred nation’ is a reference to the holy Jewish race. Antonio insults Shylock for his 
business deals and for earning profit by lending money on interest. 

 

vi. How does Shylock plan to get the money immediately? What light does this extract throw on 
Shylock’s character? 

Ans: Shylock plans to get money immediately from a wealthy fellow-Jew, Tubal. It shows that 
Shylock wants to execute the bond as soon as possible and use the chance to take his revenge on 
Antonio. 

 

EXT 3. (Line 101-109) Pg-18 

i. What is meant by ‘shall we be beholding to you’? What is Rialto? 

Ans: ‘Shall we be beholding to you’ means  ‘Are you going to lend us the money?’ 

Rialto was the Venetian Stock Exchange where the merchants met for the transaction of business. 

 

ii. Give some examples to show that Shylock was ill-treated by Antonio. How did Shylock react to 
Antonio’s insults? 

Ans: Shylock speaks of his ill-treatment at the hands of Antonio. He says that Antonio had spat 
upon his Jewish gaberdine (robe/cloak) in contempt and called him an unbeliever and a cur. He 
had also spat upon his beard. On another day, he had pushed him aside with his foot as if he were 
a stray dog being kicked out of his house. Shylock reacted to Antonio’s insults patiently. 

 



 

 

iii. Why did Shylock bear Antonio’s insults patiently? 

Ans: Shylock bore Antonio’s insults patiently since, as a shrewd Jew, he was waiting for an 
opportunity to take revenge on Antonio. Earlier, in the scene Shylock admits that patience is the 
badge of his race. 

 

iv. Give the causes, financial and racial, for Shylock’s hatred for Antonio. 

Ans: Financially Antonio is a threat to Shylock’s money lending business because he lends money 
without charging interest and thus brings down the rate of interest charged by money lenders. 
Besides, he hates Antonio since he is a Christian, who despises the Jewish race. 

 

v. What is the need for Antonio to borrow money from his enemy? 

Ans: Antonio needs to borrow money from his enemy Shylock to give it to Bassanio, his friend so 
that he can go to Belmont  to woo the rich lady Portia. 

 

vi. Which trait of Shylock’s character emerges in this scene? 

Ans: In this scene, Shylock is presented as shrewd, cunning and crafty. However, the most evident 
trait of his character is that of revenge- to take revenge on Antonio for all the insults heaped on 
him by Antonio. He is eager to execute the bond-document for this purpose. 

 

REVISION QUESTIONS 

EXT 4. (Line 141-149) Pg-19 

 i. Who is a notary? Whom does Shylock want to take to the notary? Why? 

 ii. Give the meaning of: a) Single bond b) Merry sport 

 iii. What does Bassanio say to prevent Antonio from signing the bond? 

 iv. Why is Antonio confident that there is no danger in signing the bond? What aspect of 
Antonio’s character is shown in this incident? 

v. Why does Shylock insist on a pound of Antonio’s flesh in the bond? Which aspect of his 
character is shown in his absurd demand? 


