
Chapter 4 – Urbanization 

4. A.2. Urbanization and Causes of Urbanization 

1. List out the causes of urbanization. 

 The causes of urbanization are natural population increase and rural to urban 

migration.  

 Urbanization affects all sizes of settlements from small villages to towns to cities, 

leading up to the growth of mega-cities which have more than ten million people. 

However, the main causes of urbanization are as follows: 

 Globalization 

 Agricultural Constraints 

 Modernization 

 Education 

 Industrialization  

 Social Status 

 

 

2. Explain in detail how these causes lead to urbanization? 

I. Globalization 

 Globalization means the speedup of movements and exchanges (of human 

beings, goods, and services, capital, technologies or cultural practices) all over 

the planet. One of the effects of globalization is that it promotes and increases 

interactions between different regions and populations around the globe. 

 Globalization is the word used to describe the growing interdependence of the 

world's economies, cultures, and populations, brought about by cross-border 

trade in goods and services, technology, and flows of investment, people and 

information. 

 Thus, globalization has encouraged the setting up of urban areas. 

 

 

II. Agricultural Constraints  

 Agricultural occupations provide lower incomes.  

 When everyday living becomes a problem for agricultural farmers, gradually 

people leave the rural areas and move out to the cities in search of better jobs. 

 For example, in India the introduction of mechanized farming during the Green 

Revolution led to increased unemployment in the rural areas. The people who 

lost their means of livelihood migrated to urban areas in search of jobs and thus 

this situation created some sort of urbanization.  

 

 

 



 

III. Modernization 

 Modernisation refers to a model of a progressive transition from a 'pre-modern' 
or 'traditional' to a 'modern' society. 

 Modernisation allows people to access to high living style such as better 
standard of living, urban housing with comfortable facilities, better transport 
and improved means of communication. 

 

 

IV. Education 

 Education is another cause that leads to urbanization. 

 When a person gets educated and achieves higher education, there arises a 

tendency to move towards urban centers for better opportunities. 

 On the other hand, urban schools are usually larger, enjoy greater responsibility 

for resource allocation, are less likely to experience staff shortages, are more 

likely to have a higher proportion of qualified teachers, and have higher 

student-teacher ratios than schools in rural areas and towns. 

 

 

V. Industrialization  

 Industrialization is considered as most important element in the process 

of urbanization.  

 Due to the rise of industrialization and the subsequent industrial employment, 

people migrate from rural to urban for better livelihood and facilities. 

 Urbanization evolves with industrialization and economic growth. 

 

 

VI. Social Status 

 Social status is the level of social value a person is considered to hold. More 
specifically, it refers to the relative level of respect, honour, assumed 
competence, and groups and organizations in a society.  

 Thus, improved living conditions, better educational and health facilities and 
rise in social status influence people to move to cities and towns. 

 


