
 

 

 

Class 10  English 2 

 
I KNOW WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS 

 

EXTRACT 1. Pg 29. A free bird leap……and dares to claim the sky.  

Q1. How does the poet refer the nature here? What does the poet mean by the phrase ‘dares to claim the 
sky’ in the last line? 

A1. The poet refers to nature by describing the way “a free bird leaps on the back of the wind”. She also 
describes the bird’s flight against the orange sky. The last line speaks of the state of absolute freedom 
enjoyed by the bird out of a cage. A free bird such as this can fly in the sky as it wishes.   

 

Q2. What does the poet mean by ‘dares to claim the sky’? 

A2. The free bird proclaims its jurisdiction by flying high in the sky thus by claiming the sky. It ‘dares’ to 
do so as it is free to choose its own jurisdiction.  

 

Q3. What does the poet want to say through the example of the free bird? 

A3. Through the example of the free bird, the poet talks about the significance and joy of freedom – the 
happiness that people have who are free to do whatever they intend to.   

 

Q4. Describe the image of the bird as presented here in this stanza? 

A4. The image of the ‘free bird’ represents the White American who is completely free. Basically, the poet 
tries to portray the racial discrimination between a true American and an African – American.  

 

Q5. Explain the significance of the free bird.  

A5. The poem is written with several metaphors. The ‘free bird’ is the metaphor for the White American 
who experiences the freedom of life. They have the freedom to pursue their ambition easily. They are 
unaware of the cries and needs of the oppressed black community.   

 

EXTRACT 2. Pg 29. But a bird that stalks…..so he opens his throat to sing. 

Q1.  Which bird does the poet talk about in the given passage? 

A1. The poet, Maya Angelou talks about the caged bird in the given passage. The caged bird is trapped in a 
narrow cage. It rarely gets a glimpse of the sky. The bird even cannot move freely in its narrow cage as its 
wing are clipped and feet are tied. Being despondent (miserable) in captive life, the caged bird behaves 
abnormally and cries out frighteningly. 

 

Q2. Why does it do so? 

A2. The caged bird is helpless by everything, but only responds by opening his throat to sing due to his 
immense longing for freedom.   

 

Q3. What does the poet mean by ‘bars of rage’? 

A3. The poet impressively uses effective metaphors that resemble her people. “Bar of rage” is a metaphor 
that represent the imprisonment of innocent slaves through- out history and the thriving anger of the 
imprisoned people who are denied freedom.    

 

Q4. What is the condition of the bird described in this stanza? 

A4. The bird’s wings are clipped and feet are tied. He hardly even gets a chance to see the sky. He has been 
places in a cage that prevents it from flying. The bird is helpless. He is resentful for this unfair captivation 



 

 

to him, as birds fly freely in the sky and they should not be kept captive. He longs to be free from the pain 
and suffering inside the sorrowful cage.   

 

Q5. Whom does the poet refer indirectly while mentioning of the free and the caged bird?  

A5. This contrast between the birds enables the poet to express indirectly her own emotions about freedom 
and isolation. By the ‘free bird’ the poet refers to the white people, and the caged bird can be interpreted as 
the black race being deprived from freedom by their skin colour. This could be compared to slavery in the 
USA, where the blacks were suppressed from the aspirations and were much tortured by the white people.  

 

EXTRACT 4 & 5. Pg 30. The free bird thinks of another breeze……so he opens his throat to sing.  

Q1. How does the poet describe the bird’s freedom here? Comment on the tone of the poet. 

A1. The poet says that a free bird has a freedom of choice and opportunities to fly. He can enjoy the 
“sighing trees” and is free to find his own food. The tone of the poet suggests a sense of ecstasy and trill 
due to freedom.  

 

Q2. What does the poem mean by ‘the free bird thinks of another breeze’? 

A2. By ‘the free bird thinks of another breeze’, the poet means that after finishing one flight, the free bird 
thinks of taking the next flight. Thus, the bird is not contented and is greedy to have even more freedom.  

 

Q3. In what way is the caged bird different from the free bird?? 

A3. The caged bird possesses its own limitations. His wings are clipped and feet are tied. He hardly even 
gets a chance to see the sky. He has been placed in a cage that prevents it from flying. Despite its fear, the 
cage bird continues to sing for freedom. Whereas, a ‘free bird thinks of another breeze’ so that he can enjoy 
the ‘sighing trees’ i.e. it is free from all worries and sufferings. 

 

Q4. Explain: “But a caged bird stands on the grave of dreams”. 

A4. The reality of the life of the caged bird is revealed in this line. It is a dark, somber (gloomy) and 
haunting image indicating the slavery and inability to exercise one’s freedom of choice. His aspirations and 
desires are suppressed by the sorrowful captivity of the cage. He is unable to fulfil his dreams and cries out 
like someone who has seen a nightmare.  

 

Q5. Through the imagery of birds, the poet is trying to comment on the status of women in society. Do you 
agree?  

A5. Yes, I agree that the poet is trying to comment on the status of women, as women like the caged bird 
are also tied down the narrow cage of the household and they are not allowed to take a free rein (freedom 
of action or expression) in life. Not only women, people of different oppressed and suppressed races are 
also in a similar situation. The poet also shows herself as the trapped bird which is caged and barred from 
having freedom.   

 

REVISION QUESTIONS 

EXTRACT 3 Pg 29. The caged bird sings…….sings of freedom.  

Q1. What does the caged bird sing about? 

Q2. What does the poet imply about the bird’s craving for freedom? 

Q3. How is the caged bird different from the free bird according to the poet? 

Q4. Explain: “The caged bird sings with a fearful trill of the things unknown”. 

Q5. What does the last line imply? 

 

ESSAY TYPE QUESTIONS 



 

 

Q1. Maya Angelou in the poem, “I know why the caged bird sings” enumerates the difference between a 
free bird and a caged bird to comment on women’s state in society. Do you agree? Give reasons for your 
answer. 

Q2. Compare the life of the caged bird with that of the free bird and show how the theme of freedom and 
enslavement is brought out in the poem. 


