
 

 

Class 10    ENGLISH LITERATURE 

The Blue Bead 

 

EXTRACT 1: pg – 94 From the day……water in a moment if alarmed. 

Q1. How old was the crocodile? How big? 

Ans: The crocodile was probably a hundred years old. He was twice the size of a tall man. 

Q2. How did he survive as a baby crocodile from the day he was hatched. 

Ans: From the day he was hatched he was ready to snap at anything and he had survived with 
the help of his brainless craft and ferocity. 

Q3. What posed a danger to him when he was young? 

Ans: The birds of prey and the great carnivorous fishes that eat baby crocodiles posed a danger to 
his survival when he was a baby crocodile. 

Q4. What helped him grow to his present size? 

Ans: Tepid water to live in and plenty of rotted food grew him to his great length. 

Q5. What protected him now? How? 

Ans: Now nothing could pierce the inch-thick armoured hide. Not even rifle bullets, which would 
bounce off. Only the eyes and the soft underarms offered a place of vulnerability. 

Q6. What did the big crocodile feed on? 

Ans: He fed on fish, but also on deer and monkeys who came to drink, perhaps a duck or two, 
corpses, dogs etc. 

 

EXTRACT 2: pg – 94 - 95 Beside him in the shoals……and born to toil. 

Q1. Why does the writer mention the blue bead at the same time that the crocodile is introduced? 

Ans: The author mentions the blue bead at the same time that the crocodile is introduced to create 
suspense and a foreshadowing of the event to happen. 

Q2. Describe the blue bead. 

Ans: The blue bead glimmered in the water. It was not a gem, though: it was sand-worn glass that 
had been rolling about in the river for a long time. By chance, it was perforated right through - the 
neck of a bottle perhaps. 

Q3. Describe Sibia’s home. 

Ans: Sibia lived in a mud house which was the same colour as the ground. 

Q4. Describe Sibia. 

Ans: Sibia was a little girl, a thin starving child dressed in an earth-coloured rag, straight white 
teeth. With her ebony hair and great eyes, and her skin of oiled brown cream, she was a happy 
immature child-woman about twelve years old. Bare foot, of course, and often goosey - cold on a 
winter morning, and born to toil. In all her life, she had never owned anything but a rag. 

Q5. What was Sibia’s life like? 

Ans: Sibia was born to toil and had always lived in poverty. She had been working since 
childhood. In all her life, she had never owned any thing but a rag. 

 

EXTRACT 3: pg – 98 - 95 The women came out.…..to be seen at the moment. 

Q1. What did the women carry? 

Ans: They carried sickles and hay forks to cut and gather the dried grass. 

Q2. Why did they shout louder than the sound of the water? 



 

 

Ans: They shouted louder than the sound of the water because noise frightens crocodiles. 

Q3. What were they doing on the hill? 

Ans: The women climbed the hill to reach the grass there and cut it with their sickles and then 
gather with their hay forks so that they could take it and sell in the market. 

 

EXTRACT 4: pg – 100  - 101 Sibia sprang….…dragged her from the water. 

Q1. Why does Sibia think of the two brass vessels when the Gujar woman is attacked? 

Ans: Sibia thought of the two brass vessels when the Gujar woman was attacked because she was 
poor enough to understand the value of two brass vessels. 

Q2. Describe how Sibia flew to save the woman. 

Ans: Sibia leaps forward from boulder to boulder. She came leaping with the agility of a rock 
goat. Sometimes it had seemed difficult to cross these stones, especially the big gap in the middle 
where the river coursed through like a bulge of glass. But now she came on wings, choosing her 
footing in midair without even thinking about it, and in one moment she was beside the shrieking 
woman. 

Q3. What was the reaction of the crocodile when he saw Sibia? 

Ans:When the crocodile saw Sibia his eyes rolled on to Sibia. One slap of the tail could kill her. He 
struck. Up shot the water, twenty feet, and fell like a silver chain. 

Q4. How does Sibia save the woman? 

Ans: Sibia displayed great courage and fearlessness in saving the woman from being devoured by 
the crocodile. Sibia did not hesitate. She aimed at the reptile’s eyes. With all the force of her little 
body, she drove the hay fork at the eyes, and one prong went in-right in- while its pair scratched 
past on the horny cheek. 

Q5. What would happen to the crocodile? 

Ans: He would die, though his death would not be known for days; not till his stomach, blown 
with gas, floated him. Then perhaps he would be found upside down among the logs at the 
timber boom, with pus in his eye. 

 

REVISION QUESTIONS. 

EXTRACT 5: pg – 102 Then there it lay in her wet palm…….a blue bead for my necklace, look! 

Q1. Why did Sibia feel overjoyed? 

Q2. What all did Sibia not notice as she went home? 

Q3. Why did Sibia not tell her mother about her fight with the crocodile or how she saved the 
woman? 

Q4. Is the Ending Appropriate? Give reasons to support your answer. 

 

ESSAY TYPE QUESTIONS 

Q1. Describe in detail, the ferocious fight between the crocodile and Sibia. 

Q2. Describe Sibia’s experience at the Bazaar. What were the things that filled her with wonder? 

 
 


