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Jhansi city also serves as a perfect base for day trips to visit the historic 

region around it. To the west of Jhansi lies the city of Datia, known for 

the beautiful palace built by Bundela ruler Bir Singh Ju Dev and the 

splendid Jain temple complex known as Sonagir. To the south, in the 

Lalitpur district of Uttar Pradesh lies Deogarh, one of the most 

important sites of ancient India. Here lies the famous Dashavatar 

temple, cluster of Jain temples as well as hidden Buddhist caves by the 

Betwa river, dating as early as 5th century BCE. Beyond Deogarh lies 

Chanderi , one of the most magnificent forts in India. The town is also 

famous for its beautiful weave and its Chanderi sarees. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 



The spectacular Datia Palace, in Datia District of Madhya Pradesh, is one of the finest examples 

of Bundelkhand architecture that arose in the late 16th and early 17th centuries in the region 

under the Bundela Rajputs. Did you know that this palace even inspired Sir Edward Lutyens, the 

chief architect of New Delhi?

Popularly known as ‘Govind Mahal’ or ‘Govind Mandir’ by local residents, the palace was built by 

the powerful ruler of Orchha, Bir Singh Ju Dev (r. 1605 to 1627 CE). The region around Datia had 

been ruled by the Bundela Rajputs of Orchha since the 13th century. In 1626 CE, Bir Singh gave 

Datia to his son Bhagwan Rao. 

According to local legend, while on a visit to Mathura, Vir Singh got himself weighed in gold and 

the construction of the Datia Palace was funded by this gold. It is a seven-storied palace with 

two floors above-ground. It has been of stone and brick with no trace either of wood or iron. The 

palace has a square plan with a domed tower at each corner and jalis of stone lattice work. 

The main entrance is on the eastern side, while the south end opens out onto a lake, called Karna 

Sagar. Another structure, with apartments for the royal family, stands in the central courtyard. It 

is connected by flying bridge corridors to the middle of each side. 

D A T I A P A L A C E
Forgotten Marvel of Bundelkhand



Datia Palace has around 440 rooms and many courtyards. The facade 

is decorated with intricately carved, bracketed balconies. Many of the 

ceilings inside the palace have borders and medallions that resemble 

rare carpets from Persia and well-preserved Persian-style motifs. The 

walls of Datia Palace are adorned with some of the finest murals of 

the Bundela School of Art. These paintings that depict religious and 

courtly scenes, were made using organic colours, extracts from fruit 

and vegetables. There is a Ganesha Temple, a Durga Temple and also 

a dargah inside the palace complex. Beautiful entrances, vast 

courtyards, elegant windows, stunning views of the city are some of 

the incredible attractions inside Datia Palace. 

I N S I D E O F D A T I A P A L A C E 

Sir Edwin Lutyens, the architect of New Delhi, 
called it “one of the most interesting buildings 

architecturally in the whole of India”. 



T H E G O D D E S S E S O F D A T I A 

Datia is also famous for Sri Peetambara Peetha, a temple complex dedicated 

to the mother goddess or 'Shakti'. The complex contains shrines dedicated to 

Goddess Bagalamukhi and Goddess Dhumavati. These temples were 

established by Shri Golokwasi Swamiji Maharaj. Known as 'Shree Swami Ji' 

among devotees of Peetamabara Peetha, he is said to have been a Hindu 

ascetic who lived a major part of his life at the Pitambara Peetha in Datia. It is 

said that the place once served as a centre of meditation or 'tapasthali' for 

saints and ascetics. Sri Peetambara Peetha is frequented by devotees to 

throng here to receive the blessings of the goddesses.

Did you know, during the Indo-China War of 1962, 
a special Yagna was performed to invoke the 

blessings of Goddess Dhumavati for the assistance 
of the Indian army in their war against China.



Dotted with temples is Sonagiri in Datia, Madhya Pradesh. 

A famous pilgrimage centre for the Jain faith, Sonagiri has 77 

temples built on a hill and 25 temples at its base. Mostly 

bathed in white, these beautiful temples make the landscape 

look spectacular. 

Sonagiri, which translates as ‘Golden Hill’ or ‘Hill of Gold’, is 

revered by the Digambar sect of Jains. It is believed that since 

the time of Chandraprabhu, the eighth Tirthankara, more 

than five crore saints and ascetics have attained liberation 

here. It is also said that Chandraprabhu’s Samavasarana or 

‘divine assembly” was held here 17 times. 

S O N A G I R I 
Steeped In Faith



Of the many temples here, it is temple No 57 that is greatly revered. Devoted to 

Chandraprabhu, the temple has an 11-foot-tall idol of the Tirthankara. Two other 

beautiful idols, of Sheetal Nath (10th Tirthankara) and Parsvnath (23rd Tirthankara), 

are also installed here. 

According to a popular legend, it was the 17th-century Bundela chief of Orchha, Vir 

Singh Bundela (r. 1605 – 1627 CE), who found the idol of Chandraprabhu here and 

constructed a temple dedicated to him. After this, scores of temples were built here. 

Many other saints such as Nang, Anang, Chintagati, Pooranchand, Ashoksen and 

Shridatta are said to have achieved salvation here. Flush with legends and steeped in 

faith, Sonagiri is famous for its sacred shrines and continues to attract Jain pilgrims. 



On the right bank of the Betwa River in Deogarh, in an obscure corner of Uttar Pradesh, lies 

one of the oldest surviving temples of India. Going back 1,500 years, the ornately-carved 

Dashavatar temple was built during the reign of the Gupta Empire and is a remnant of the 

country’s glorious past. 

The temple, built of stone and brick, is dated to circa 500 CE. Its significance was due to the 

fact that it was located on the Dakshinapatha, an ancient Indian trade route which connected 

the cities of the Gangetic plains such as Pataliputra and Takshashila with those of South India 

such as Paithan and Kanchi.  

After the Guptas, the temple lay forgotten in the wilderness and was first noticed by Captain 

Charles Strahan during the Topographical Survey of 1870-71. The founder of the 

Archaeological Survey of India, Sir Alexander Cunningham, visited the site in 1875 and found 

Gupta-era inscriptions here. He referred to it as the ‘Gupta Temple’ since no other name was 

then found for this shrine. 

D A S H A V A T A R T E M P L E

A Gupta-Era Wonder



In 1899, archaeologist P C Mukerji surveyed the site more 

comprehensively. He noticed the profusion of Vishnu imagery in 

the reliefs and accepted the local oral tradition that claimed that 

the ten avatars of Vishnu were carved on the temple but are now 

missing. In his report, he called it the ‘Dashavatara Temple’, even 

though, locally, it is called ‘Sagar Marh’, after the square, rock-

cut well in front. 

During later excavations, indeed, sculptures of the incarnations 

of Vishnu, like that of Krishna, Ram, Narasimha and Vamana, 

were found. In 1918, archaeologist Daya Ram Sahni also found 

panels from the temple that had been unearthed from the 

foundation and used to build a wall nearby. During the 

excavation, the plinth of the temple also revealed, in each of the 

four corners, the existence of a small square shrine. 



The Dashavatar Temple is home to over 100 exquisite sculptures depicting gods and 

goddesses, royal men and women, and common folk. The doorway of the temple is 

decorated with sculptures of river goddesses Ganga and Yamuna. Each of them is 

covered by an umbrella and is standing on their vehicles, the crocodile for Ganga 

and the tortoise for Yamuna. On the lower and upper facades are two men standing, 

one holding a flower and the other a garland, and a dancing dwarf or a musician. 

Niches on the interior and exterior have sculptures depicting legends associated 

with Vishnu like the liberation of elephant Gajendra (Gajendra Moksha); the great 

penance of Nara and Narayana; and a sleeping Vishnu sheltered by the seven-

hooded serpent Sesha (Anantashayi Vishnu). The images on the top of the beam of 

the garbhagriha and walls show Vishnu and Lakshmi, flanked by Shiva, Parvati, Indra, 

Kartikeya, Ganesha, Brahma and others. There are also panels from the epics, the 

Mahabharata and the Ramayana. 

The clothing seen here includes versions of the dhoti, lehenga, anarkali, dupatta, 

kurta, etc. The jewellery includes anklets, girdles (kamarband), bracelets, armlets, 

necklaces and earrings. The Dashavatar Temple represents one of the earliest 

phases of temple architecture in India. With its enormous sculptural wealth and 

serene location, this ancient shrine located 125 kms from Jhansi, is a must-see.

The sculptures at the Dashavatar temple help reconstruct the culture of the 
Gupta era as they depict the attire and jewellery people wore centuries ago.



At first glance, Deogarh is like any other Indian village, this one 125 km from Jhansi in Lalitpur 

District of Madhya Pradesh. But stroll down the banks of the Betwa River and you'll see how this 

region is soaked in history and mystery.  

At the base of a cliff are recently discovered, ancient, Buddhist rock-cut caves. They are so deep 

inside the Deogarh forest that they don't usually find a place on tourist itineraries. 

The caves are of immense archaeological significance as they are believed to date back to 6th-

century CE. Many sculptures have been carved out of its walls including that of the Buddha, 

Boddhisattvas, celestial beings and animals. 

D E O G A R H ' S B U D D H I S T C A V E S 



The site of the caves may seem like regular jungle terrain but, in ancient times, Deogarh was 

a military and trade corridor between North India and the Deccan, and a hub of extensive 

cultural intermingling. It was connected via highways to the important cities of Eran, 

Sanchi, Ujjain, Jhansi, Allahabad, Pataliputra (Patna) and Banaras. The caves probably 

served as a home to travelling monks as well as merchants. 

Deogarh has caves, temples and a fort too. The fort is located on a hill a few hundred yards 

east of the village. It was built here to cement a line of defence on the river, from attackers 

coming from the south or west. 

In the eastern part of this hill-fort is a huge Chandela-era Jain temple complex. There are 

more than 30 temples here, the oldest of which dates to the 8th or 9th century CE. The 

complex has more than 2,000 sculptures! These include carvings and idols of Tirthankaras, 

votive pillars and tablets and panels depicting scenes from Jain mythology. Given the wide 

range of Jain religious craftsmanship displayed here, it seems the religion thrived in these 

parts for several centuries. 

Deogarh hides many secrets and they will reveal themselves when you visit the region. It is 

truly a historical and an architectural treasure.

Cliffs along the Betwa river at Deogarh in Lalitpur district of Uttar Pradesh.



Matatila Dam in the Lalitpur district of Uttar Pradesh was built in 1958 on the 

Betwa River. Situated 93 km away from Deogarh, this earthen dam is popular 

among tourists. It also of fers a variety of Water sports facilities.

S C E N I C D A M S N E A R L A L I T P U R

Another scenic dam is the Rajghat Dam, also on the Betwa river, that is located 

22 kms from Lalitpur and around 14 kms from Chanderi. This dam too is 

popular among tourists who throng to admire its nature beauty.

Rajghat Dam

Matatila Dam



Blessed with abundant natural beauty, the small town of Chanderi in Madhya 

Pradesh is famous for its delicate Chanderi weave. Chanderi is also one of the 

most historic cities in Central India. 

Founded in the 10th century CE by the Gurjar Pratihara rulers, Chanderi soon 

become a large and wealthy trading town. Much of the city’s prosperity was 

due to its location on the Dakshinapath, the ancient trade route that connected 

cities in North India to those in the Deccan. Its proximity to the ancient ports of 

Gujarat as well as to other important cities in the Malwa and Mewar regions 

contributed to its prominence.

In the 13th century CE, Chanderi became part of the Delhi Sultanate and an 

important military outpost. The town continued to thrive for the next few 

centuries. In the 16th century CE, Mughal chronicler Abul Fazl in his Ain-e-

Akbari writes about how Chanderi had 14,000 stone houses and boasted 384 

markets, 360 spacious caravan sarais (resting places) and 12,000 mosques. It is 

also said that Chanderi once had as many as 1,200 baolis or stepwells. 

C H A N D E R I A N D I T S W E A V E S

It is believed that Chanderi was founded by Shishupal, 
the Raja of Chedi and a cousin of Lord Krishna



Between the 16th and 18th centuries, Chanderi was ruled by the Bundela Rajas of Orchha. The last 

Bundela ruler of Chanderi was Raja Morpralhad, who also ruled over other famous forts such as 

Banpur and Talbehat. In 1811, Chanderi was captured by Colonel John Baptise Filose for the Maratha 

ruler, Daulat Rao Scindia of Gwalior, although Raja Morpralhad continued to rule over Banpur and 

Talbehat. After a brief transfer to the British, the city was regained by the Scindias and it became a part 

of the Isagarh District of the Gwalior princely state. It is now in Ashoknagar district of Madhya Pradesh. 

There are many attractions in Chanderi such as its fort, Badal Mahal, Kati Ghati and numerous 

beautiful temples.

Chanderi is especially famous for its beautiful weave, the Chanderi sari. While not much is known 

about the origins of this weaving tradition, there is evidence to show that it gained prominence in the 

13th Century, when a community of weavers specializing in silk weaving settled here. The weaving 

style incorporated working with gold and silver threads. The weavers are said to have made garments 

for princes and royals across India. Today, it is the beautiful saris woven here, that are in great demand 

across India.

The town and surrounding area is a must-visit and promises to regale visitors with many exciting tales. 



The town of Shivpuri , in Madhya Pradesh is one of the most beautiful and scenic spots in India, 

that is extremely popular with nature lovers. The dense forests around Shivpuri were a favourite 

hunting grounds of the Mughal emperors and later of the Maharajas of Gwalior. Once a part of 

the princely state of Gwalior,  the jungles became a part of the ‘Madhav National Park’ in 1959. 

The park also contains two large reservoirs – Sakhya Sagar and Madhav Sagar. 

One of the most interesting buildings within the Madhav National Park is the ‘George Castle’. It is 

situated on the highest elevation within the park and served as a hunting lodge. It was built in 

1911, by Maharaja Madho Rao Scindia for the visit of King George V of England. 

Shivpuri town also houses beautiful Chhatris or Cenotaphs of Maharaja Madho Rao Scindia and 

his mother Maharaja Sakhya Raje Scindia. 

T H E B E A U T Y O F S H I V P U R I



Kalpi is a quiet town with a big story. Located on the banks of the Yamuna River around 150 

kms from this town is steeped in history. It is even believed to be the birthplace of Rishi Ved 

Vyasa, the author of the epic Mahabharata.

During the medieval period, Kalpi and its surrounding region was a part of the kingdom of 

the Chandellas, in the 11-12th centuries. The Chandella Kings built a fort here, which was 

considered one of the most important forts in North India. The Chandella rule was followed 

by that of the Delhi Sultanate with numerous dynasties such as Mamluks, Khiljis, Tughlaqs, 

Sayyids and Lodis , making Kalpi their stronghold. 

There are many remnants of the Sultanate period that dot the town. The most prominent 

among them is a tomb known as the ‘Chaurasi Gumbad’. While it is not known who is buried 

here, some believe it is the tomb of Jalal Khan, a brother of Ibrahim Lodi (r. 1517-26 CE), the 

last Sultan of Delhi. 

After the fall of the Delhi sultanate, the town was ruled by the Mughals in the 16th and 17th 

centuries and then the Marathas in the 18th century. The British took over Kalpi from the 

Marathas in 1806. During the revolt of 1857, Kalpi was one of the main strongholds of the 

Indian fighters. In 1858, Kalpi was recaptured by British forces after heavy fighting. After the 

revolt, the British pulled down the walls of the Kalpi fort.

Another notable monument in Kalpi is a spectacular 225-foot tower called ‘Lanka Minar’. It 

was built under the patronage of a wealthy citizen Mathura Prasad Nigam in 1885 and is 

embellished with scenes from the Ramayana.

Visit the town of Kalpi today and you can see the hints of its glorious past in its monuments.

K A L P I

A Historic Town



The Kalpi Fort was one of the most powerful forts in India, but 

strangely any remnants of it survive today.  Located on a hillock that 

dominated a very strategic river crossing on the Yamuna river, the 

origins of the Kalpi Fort date back to the 12th century. While Kalpi 

came into the possession of the British East India company in 1806, 

the fort played a very important role in the revolt of 1857-58. It was the 

main stronghold and military arsenal of the Indian revolutionaries led 

by Tatya Tope. After the British army captured and sacked Jhansi in 

April 1858, Rani Laxmibai and her followers made Kalpi their base. But 

on 22nd May 1858, the British army reached Kalpi and after a brief 

fight defeated the Indian revolutionaries, who were forced to move to 

Gwalior. To prevent a revolt from happening again, the British 

dismantled the walls and buildings of the Kalpi Fort in 1860. It is only 

through a British painting made in 1859, that we can get a sense of 

how the fort once looked like. 

T H E S I E G E O F K A L P I 

Kalpi fort as seen in 1859 Kalpi fort as seen in 2021
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