CONCEPT NOTE
Fourth JIRICO International Conference
on
Innovation for Shared Prosperity: GR[IP] on Balanced Policymaking
August 20th and 21st, 2018 in New Delhi
The digital revolution in the recent years has brought to centre-stage the critical role of the patent system that
incentivizes technology innovation, and the role of antitrust policies that ensure healthy market competition. A
series of recent policy developments in India, China, Europe, United States, and Japan could not be timelier.
This conference will focus on the need for balanced policymaking in the areas of intellectual property rights and
antitrust to promote technological innovation.
In India, telecommunication has enabled larger socio-economic development by reducing the rural-urban digital
divide. The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) issued a consultation paper in September 2017 on
promoting local telecom equipment manufacturing in India. There is a need to focus on complementary policies
incentivizing innovation enabling Indian technology companies to move up in the value chain. This includes,
among other policy priorities and thrusts, a focus on Small, Medium and Micro Enterprises, which are an
integral part of the Indian economy. Additionally there is an urgent need to promote active participation and
contribution by Indian stakeholders (domestic companies, academic institutions and government organizations)
towards development of technical standards for new technologies. The conference will touch upon ways by
which Indian government’s “Make in India” and “Digital India” objectives can be met through recognizing the
integral role of the patent system, development of standardized technologies, and making them available on Fair,
Reasonable & Non-discriminatory (FRAND) terms to Indian companies.
This conference will see participants deliberate on the seriousness of Indian and Chinese governments in protection
of intellectual property in treading their respective paths to global technology advancement and dominance.
China’s rapid growth has led the Asian giant to become the second largest economy behind only the United
States. In February 2018, the top policymaking bodies in China published an unprecedented policy roadmap for
reforming the IP adjudication system. In the following month, the Congress of PRC approved a restructuring
plan proposed by the cabinet, which includes major organizational changes for State Intellectual Property Office
(SIPO) to enhance IP legislation, and to boost protection of IP in fields of new technology. As IP records
are broken by China at every turn, some scholars have raised concerns regarding its quality implications to
understand what is really behind China’s recent explosion in patent and trademark filings. Recent cases in China
have structured the jurisprudence on FRAND licensing, analysis of which will help in effective policymaking.
In November 2017, the European Commission in its Communication issued to the European Parliament identified
several concerns related to Standard Essential Patents (SEPs) that require immediate attention so that the potential
growth seen in this sector is not hindered due to the issues that have emerged in the ICT sector. The EC
Communication seeks to address three major concerns: lack of transparency in terms of essentiality of SEPs; lack

of clarity in valuation of patents and understanding as to what constitutes FRAND; and the risk of uncertainty
in the enforcement of SEPs. In a major enforcement shift, the views echoed by the newly appointed Assistant
Attorney General of the US Department of Justice, Makan Delrahim, carves out a fresh strategy to embrace
technological changes led by innovation, patents and digitization. Some of the speeches delivered by the new
antitrust chief since September 2017 are so powerful that they have come to not just redefine a new path for
policymaking in antitrust and IP, but also reignite the innovation engine to fuel economic growth. In the context
of SEPs, he recognized that leaning of the US Department of Justice towards implementers of standards could
potentially damage future innovation, and that competition authority “must exercise greater humility” in the
application of antitrust laws to SEPs. This conference will include discussions on the causes and consequences
of major policy developments on both sides of the Atlantic that are relevant to technology advancement and
innovation.
Recently, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) of Japan - the other Asian economic powerhouse
– published a report early 2017 flagging two major concerns regarding SEPs. Their focus broadly was on IoTenabled technologies and the implications of patent disputes around future technologies for small and medium
entities (SMEs). While Japan became the first country in the world to create a new patent classification for IoTbased technologies, it faced difficulties in formulating policies governing licensing of standard essential patents
for IoT technologies. Towards the end of 2017, the Japanese government decided to issue SEP negotiation
guidelines, while the controversial proposal for Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) between patent holders
and prospective licensees was pulled back. In March 2018, the Japanese Patent Office (JPO) released guidelines
to be used to help prevent or smoothly resolve SEP disputes, including an integrated international arbitration
mechanism. Along with the developments in Europe, US and other parts of Asia, the conference will focus on
the essence and robustness of policy proposals advanced by Japan.
Given this background, JIRICO’s 4th International Conference seeks to explore the following critical themes:
1. India: What is the bigger picture for India in Innovation and Technology? Is the FRAND funk over? How
can local telecom equipment manufacturing be boosted?
2. China: What is going to be the impact of the adminstrative overhaul and the great IP overtake by China?
Does China’s decision to play by global standard greatly incentivise foreign innovators or domestic
innovators or both?
3. Europe: What is missing in European Commission’s demand for transparency in the functioning of SSOs,
and preparing for IoT in advance?
4. United States: How do we understand what seems to be the biggest antitrust enforcement shift in the US?
Does it (un)balances the prevailing debate?
5. Japan: How meaningful and reliable are the Japanese proposals to settle FRAND disputes? Is Japan really
prepared for the inevitable IoT battle?
6. Additionally, the conference will lay special emphasis on:
i

New scholarship and evidence on essentiality of patents, value of patents, and royalty rates.

ii

New scholarship and evidence relating technology innovation, competitiveness and growth.

iii Role of IP law and policies in developing countries in Africa, South America & South Asia.
iv New scholarship and evidence on antitrust compliance, due process concerns and comity.
v

IP and firm strategy in high technology sectors, especially for SMEs.

vi Gender and cultural dimensions of intellectual property and IPR Systems.
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Setting up Jindal Initiative on Research in IP and Competition
(JIRICO) was a step JGU has taken with the vision to bring
together stakeholders to inform policymaking by undertaking
cutting-edge research and high-level deliberations on topics
at the interface of intellectual property (IP) and competition.
Our core activities are:
 Research publications in areas of high-technology
innovation, IP, challenges at the interface of patent rights
and competition, and issues underlying the standardization
processes in the ICT sector, particularly the role of standard
setting organizations and patent licensing terms.
 High-level international conferences to disseminate
JIRICO’s research and to provide a platform for
international scholars and practitioners to share their
work in related areas.
 Consultation workshops and seminars involving
leading academicians, policymakers and experts from
the industry to discuss topical issues in a holistic and
meaningful manner.
Pocket Statistics
 International moot court competitions to generate awareness among law students about
issues in high-tech secwww.jgu.edu.in
tors which impact daily lives of people around the world.
JIRICO’s objectives are to encourage and support
development of informed high-level public policy in relation
to IP, competition and innovation issues; help create, and
contribute to, the public debate in India and abroad about IP
rights issues, competition law and related
matters, including innovation policy and Pocket Statistics
economic growth; build a network of
scholars working on IP and competition
issues; and disseminate
research to the
www.jgu.edu.in
general public.

2018

3615
•

Faculty & Students

2018

277
Sonipat Narela Road, Sonipat-131001, Haryana, NCR of Delhi, India

www.jgu.edu.in/jirico

Prof. (Dr.) Indr
LL.B. (Calcutta), L
LL.M. (Aberdeen)

Ac

Prof. (Dr.) Vish
B.A.L. & LL.B. (Ba
LL.M. (Warwick),

Quacqu

Ran
u

Prof. Avirup Bo
B.A., LL.B. (Hons
LL.M. (Harvard)

6

‘SWA
G

Faculty Member

3

C

Acc
N
and A

International
Conferences

Inter
and

19

Journal Articles

26

Opinion
Articles

Son

FACULTY
FACULTY

JIRICO
JIRICOINTERNATIONAL
INTERNATIONALCONFERENCES
CONFERENCES
Prof.
Bharadwaj
Prof.(Dr.)
(Dr.)Ashish
Ashish
Bharadwaj
B.A.
(Hons.)
(Delhi),
M.Sc.
(Chennai)
B.A.
(Hons.)
(Delhi),
M.Sc.
(Chennai)
LL.M.
(Rotterdam,
Hamburg,
Manchester)
LL.M.
(Rotterdam,
Hamburg,
Manchester)
Ph.D.
(Max
Planck
Institute,
Munich)
Ph.D. (Max Planck Institute,
Munich)

Prof.
Prof.(Dr.)
(Dr.)Indranath
IndranathGupta
Gupta
LL.B.
LL.B.(Calcutta),
(Calcutta),LL.M.
LL.M.(East
(EastAnglia)
Anglia)
LL.M.
LL.M.(Aberdeen),
(Aberdeen),Ph.D.
Ph.D.(Brunel,
(Brunel,London)
London)

Prof.
Prof.(Dr.)
(Dr.)Vishwas
VishwasH.
H.Devaiah
Devaiah
B.A.L.
B.A.L.&&LL.B.
LL.B.(Bangalore)
(Bangalore)
LL.M.
(Warwick),
Ph.D.
(Liverpool)
LL.M. (Warwick), Ph.D. (Liverpool)

Prof.
Nayak
Prof.Natasha
Natasha
Nayak
B.A.LL.B
(NUJS,
Kolkata),
B.A.LL.B
(NUJS,
Kolkata),
LL.M.
D.C.)
LL.M.(Washington
(Washington
D.C.)
P.G.D.E.C.L.
(London)
P.G.D.E.C.L.
(London)

Prof.
Prof.Avirup
AvirupBose
Bose
B.A.,
B.A.,LL.B.
LL.B.(Hons.)
(Hons.)(NUJS,
(NUJS,Kolkata),
Kolkata),
LL.M.
LL.M.(Harvard)
(Harvard)

Prof.
Singh
Prof.Manveen
Manveen
Singh
B.A.LL.B.
(Hons.)
(Panjab
University)
B.A.LL.B.
(Hons.)
(Panjab
University)
LL.M.
London)
LL.M.(UCL,
(UCL,
London)

JIRICO
JIRICOTEAM
TEAM

99

66

Faculty
Researchersand
andInterns
Interns
FacultyMembers
Members Researchers

33

International
International
Conferences
Conferences

19
19

44

Dialogues
Dialoguesand
and
Workshops
Workshops

Staff
StaffMembers
Members

26
26

Opinion
Opinion
Articles
Articles

33

PUBLICATIONS
PUBLICATIONS

99

33

22
22

Conference
Conference
Papers
Papers

22

Working
Working
Papers
Papers

• •Third
ThirdInternational
InternationalConference
Conference
Innovation
Innovationfor
forShared
SharedProsperity:
Prosperity:Deliberations
DeliberationsononStandard
Standard
Setting
Settingand
andPatent
PatentLicensing
Licensing
November
November4-5,
4-5,2017
2017

• •National
NationalConsultation
ConsultationWorkshop
Workshop
Standard
StandardSetting
Setting&&Innovation
Innovationininthe
theICT
ICTSector
Sector
December
19,
2015
December 19, 2015
• •Global
GlobalInnovators
InnovatorsDialogue
Dialogue
November
November12,
12,2016
2016

Moot
MootCourt
Court
Competitions
Competitions

Journal
JournalArticles
Articles Book
EditedBooks
Books
BookChapters
Chapters Edited

• •Second
SecondInternational
InternationalConference
Conference
Standardization,
Standardization,Patents
Patentsand
andCompetition
CompetitionIssues:
Issues:Developments
Developmentsand
and
Perspectives
Perspectivesininthe
theAsia
AsiaPacific
PacificRegion
Regionand
andEurope
Europe
June
June10-11,
10-11,2017
2017

JIRICO
JIRICOWORKSHOPS
WORKSHOPS

77

CONFERENCE
CONFERENCEAND
ANDWORKSHOPS
WORKSHOPS

• •First
FirstInternational
InternationalConference
Conference
Innovation
Innovationfor
forShared
SharedProsperity:
Prosperity:IPRs,
IPRs,Technology
Technology
and
andPolicy
Policy
August
August20-21,
20-21,2016
2016

22

Monographs
Monographs

55

Comments
Commentsand
and
Reports
Reports

22
• •JGU-JIRICO
(StanfordUniversity)
University)
JGU-JIRICOHoover
HooverIP
IP(Stanford
International
InternationalWorkshop
Workshop
Standard
StandardEssential
EssentialPatents
Patentsand
andExisting
ExistingDebates
DebatesininIndia:
India:
Busting
BustingPatent
PatentMyths
MythsThrough
ThroughEvidence
Evidence
December
18,
2016
December 18, 2016

• •First
FirstJIRICO
JIRICOGlobal
GlobalWriting
WritingWorkshop
Workshop&&
Research
ResearchColloquium
Colloquium
August
1723,
2017
August 17- 23, 2017

JIRICO
JIRICOMOOT
MOOTCOURT
COURTCOMPETITIONS
COMPETITIONS
• •First
FirstJGU-JIRICO
JGU-JIRICOMoot
MootCourt
CourtCompetition
Competition2016
2016
April
April28-May
28-May1,1,2016
2016
• •Second
SecondJGU-JIRICO
JGU-JIRICOMoot
MootCourt
CourtCompetition
Competition2017
2017
March
March24-26,
24-26,2017
2017
• •Third
ThirdJGU-JIRICO
JGU-JIRICOMoot
MootCourt
CourtCompetition
Competition2018
2018
March
March22-25,
22-25,2018
2018

