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Upendra Baxi (born 9 November 1938) is a legal scholar, since 1996 professor of law in 
development at the University of Warwick, United Kingdom. He has been the vice-
chancellor of University of Delhi (1990–1994), prior to which he held the position of 
professor of law at the same university for 23 years (1973–1996). He has also served as the 
vice-chancellor of the University of South Gujarat, Surat, India (1982–1985). In 2011, he was 
awarded the Padma Shri, the fourth highest civilian award in India, by the Government of 
India. Baxi earned a LL.B. from Rajkot (Gujarat) University, holds LL.M. degrees from the 
University of Bombay and the University of California, Berkeley. Additionally, he holds a 
degree of Doctorate of Juristic Sciences (S.J.D.), also from the University of California, 
Berkeley. He taught law at Faculty of Law, University of Delhi, where he remained dean 
1975–1978 and vice-chancellor of the university.

He has taught various courses at Universities of Sydney, Duke University, the American 
University, the New York University Law School Global Law Program, the University of 
Toronto and the NALSAR University of Law, Hyderabad.

He was a former Ford Foundation Professor of Human Rights at The West Bengal National 
University of Juridical Sciences in Kolkata, and was succeeded by Justice Ruma Pal. He has 
also served as the honorary director (research) at the Indian Law Institute (1985–1988) and 
the president of the Indian Society of International Law (1992–1995).

Baxi's areas of special expertise in teaching and research include comparative 
constitutionalism, social theory of human rights, human rights responsibilities in corporate 
governance and business conduct, and materiality of globalisation.

Major Publications
His leading publications (besides more than 250 articles in learned journals and edited 
books) include: The Indian Supreme Court and Politics (1980); The Crisis of the Indian Legal 
System (1982); Courage, Craft and Contention: The Indian Supreme Court in Mid-Eighties 
(1985); Towards a Sociology of Indian Law (1986); Liberty and Corruption: The Antualy Case 
and Beyond (1990); Marx, Law, and Justice: Indian Perspectives (1993); Inhuman Wrongs 
and Human Rights (1994); Mambrino's Helmet?: Human Rights for a Changing World 
(1994) Mass Torts, Multinational Enterprise Liability and Private International Law (2000); 
The Future of Human Rights (2008, 3rd edition) and Human Rights in a Posthuman World: 
Critical Essays (2007). As Tagore Law Professor, the University of Calcutta, Baxi recently 
delivered (August, 2009). Tagore Law Lectures entitled Aspects of Justice: A Tale of Three 
Cities (forthcoming, 2012). 
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