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PASSAGE 1 

Q. 2. Read the passage given below: 

In a very short period of time the internet has had a profound impact on the 
way we live. Since the Internet was made operational in 1983, it has lowere 
both the costs of communication and the barriers to creative expression. It 
has challenged old business models and enabled new ones. It has 
provided access to information on a scale never before achievable. 

It succeeded because we designed it to be flexible and open. These two 
features have allowed it to accommodate innovation without massive 
changes to its infrastructure. An open, borderless and standardized 
platform means that barriers to entry are low, competition is high, 
interoperability is assured and innovation is rapid. 

The beauty of an open platform is that there are no gatekeepers. For 
centuries, access to and creation of information was controlled by the few. 
The internet has changed that --and is rapidly becoming the platform for 
everyone, by everyone. 

Of course, it still has a way to go. Today there are only about 2.3 billion 
internet users, representing roughly 30% of the world’s population. Much of 
the information that they can access online is in English, but this is 
changing rapidly. 

The technological progress of the internet has also set social change in 
motion. As with other enabling inventions before it, from the telegraph to 
television, some will worry about the effects of broader access to 
information -- the printing press and the rise in literacy that it effected were, 
after all, long seen as destabilising. Similar concerns about the internet are 
occasionally raised, but if 

we take a long view, I’m confident that its benefits far outweigh the 
discomforts of learning to integrate it into our lives. The internet and the 
world wide web are what they are because literally millions of people have 
made it so. It is a grand collaboration. 

It would be foolish not to acknowledge that the openness of the internet has 
had a price. Security is an increasingly important issue and cannot be 
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ignored. If there is an area of vital research and development for the 
internet, this is one of them. I am increasingly confident, however, that 
techniques and practices exist to make the internet safer and more secure 
while retaining its essentially open quality. 

After working on the internet and its predecessors for over four decades, 
I’m more optimistic about its promise than I have ever been. We are all free 
to innovate on the net every day. The internet is a tool of the people, built 
by the people for the people and it must stay that way. 

(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on 
it using recognisable abbreviations (minimum four) wherever 
necessary. Use a format you consider appropriate. Supply a suitable 
title. (5 marks) 

(b) Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words. (3 marks) 

PASSAGE 2 

A. Read the following passage for note-making. 

For many of us, our lives are composed of millions of meaningless 
moments, all strung together–perhaps with a sprinkling of sacred moments 
mixed in. I am sure you can think of a few sacred moments in your own life. 

Maybe your marriage, the birth of your child or perhaps a heartfelt moment 
of connection with good friends. These are the moments when we are 
consumed with joy and awe. At these moments, we are fully present in the 
moment. We are’ t worrying about tomorrow, or trying to rush through he 
experience to get to the next. We are in the now, and the now is amazing. 

Why do we wait for major events to honour these sacred moments? Why 
can’t every day be sacred? Every moment? Each moment is sacred, if we 
decide to make it that way. I stated above that our lives are filled with 
meaningless moments, but hose moments are meaningless only because 
we don’t honour them. We are hurrying along, focused on other things, not 
stopping to notice them at all. They come and go without any 
acknowledgment from us. 

Honoring the sacred means simply choosing to make each moment count. 
It is a tiny shift in perception that assigns meaning and importance to each 
moment. It means stopping to notice the beauty and love around us, and 
within us. It means being fully present in each moment, because only the 
present moment truly exists. 
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So many of us worry about the future, hold regrets about the past, and 
completely ignore the present. When we give the now our full attention 
even mundane tasks can take on an aura of holiness. Then our lives 
become millions of meaningful moments. Nothing has changed except our 
perception, but it 

makes all the difference. 

How do we change our perception to one of sacredness? What does it 
mean to stay in the present moment? Let’s use an example: washing 
dishes. 

When most of us wash dishes, we hurry through it, often thinking about the 
million other things we need to get done that day (or the next day). Our 
minds are scattered all over the place, focusing on everything but what we 
are doing. Who can blame us? Washing dishes is not the most exciting 
experience. However, if we choose to make it a sacred experience, we will 
want to focus on it. 

We want to take our time and really pay attention to how the water feels on 
our hands, how the soap cleanses away the grease and grime, and the 
sense of satisfaction we get as each dish moves from the dirty pile to the 
strainer, now clean and shiny. 

Maybe that still doesn’t sound very thrilling. Let’s look at what else is 
happening. As we give our full attention to washing the dishes, we are not 
only doing, we are being. Ah, that is the key. It doesn’t matter what we’re 
doing or not doing in each moment of our lives, It matters only that we 
become aware of our own state of Being. In those moments, we are fully 
alive and conscious. We are connected to everything, and we are one with 
everything. We are. 

Have you ever embarked on a walking meditation? This can be great 
practice to help you honour the sacred in your own life. Many of us walk for 
health or recreation, but we can also walk for spiritual awareness. A 
walking meditation is a slow. Focused walk where you give your full 
attention to each step you take, the feel of your muscles working, your 
breathing, and even your surroundings. 

Especially if you walk someplace in nature, a place with lots of trees and 
wildlife. The trick is to not let your mind wander, but stay focused on the 
now. 

It can take practice, but once you accomplish it, you will return from your 
walks fully refresh and revitalised. 
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(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on 
it using recognizable abbreviations (minimum 4) wherever necessary. 
Use a format you consider appropriate Supply a suitable Title. (5 
Marks) 

(b) Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words. 
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PASSAGE 5 

1. The first written public examinations were introduced over 2,000 
years ago with the establishment of the imperial examination system 
in 606 AD in China. By the middle of the 19thcentury, competitive 
examinations had been introduced in Britain and India to select 
government officials. Public examination in schools have a shorter; 
but still considerable, history. 

2. At present, the examination system in India in characterised by 
heterogeneity. They differ in their vintage, organisational design, 
financial stability, autonomy, organisational culture and credibility. For 
instance, the National Institute of Open Schooling is unique in 
conducting exams through the distance mode; the Indian School 
Certificate Examination confines itself to only private schools; and the 
West Bengal Board of Madrasa Education is for Islamic educational 
institutions only. In a situation where public funds are involved, the 
equity, efficiency and transparency of this expenditure need to be 
assessed to ensure that the taxpayers’ money is being spent with 
due care and concern. The Amrik Singh report (1997) on 
reorganising boards wondered, “Can there also be a system whereby 
it becomes possible to grade and categorise the boards in respect of 
how efficiently and honestly examination are organised?” 

3. To do so, a set of parameters were chosen to measure effectiveness, 
quit, transparency and economic efficiency of the functioning of these 
organisations. These include indicators like cost incurred per 
students, fee charged per student, number of examinees per 
employee and number of affiliated schools per employee. An analysis 
was made of the boards chosen on the basis of these parameters. 
The functioning of a total of 20 boards was analysed in terms of 18 
performance indicators in 2005. 

4. The data collected from the states shows that most boards have an 
operating surplus. However, the boards seem to be more sensitive to 
the needs of the disabled. All of them have some special provisions 
for such candidates. While these provisions vary widely in scope, 
most provide for a longer duration of examination, concessions in the 
examination of languages. The CBSE, along with the Maharashtra 
board, seem to fare the best. 

5. Another important measure of effectiveness of the functioning of the 
boards is the time taken for declaration of examination results. It was 
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found that this ranged from a mere 26 days in the case of Karnataka 
Secondary Education Examination Board in 2005 to 48 days for class 
X in neighbouring Maharashtra. The Supreme Court has recently 
issued directions that results should be declared within 45 days from 
the end of examinations. In 2005, 10 of the 20 boards, which 
provided this information, could not declare results within 45 days. 

6. The reason for such a wide variation in performance in such a vital 
parameter was the processes utilised. Boards, which have adopted a 
centralised system of assessment in comparison to the earlier 
system of sending answer sheets to examiners, have an obvious 
edge. Similarly many boards have outsourced the work of 
compilation of results faster and used technology extensively. 
These boards are also able to declare results. In addition, agencies, 
which have consciously designed question papers with a high 
proportion of multiple choice responses, do not need much time for 
evaluation. In fact, the Karnataka board has 60 percent of all the 
questions as objective type. 

7. The quality of assessments is measured by the reliability of results. 
Even minor errors serve to destroy confidence in exams. 
Considerable variation was found between boards on this measure. 
The criteria was the number of applications made for scrutiny of 
marks after results had been declared, and the number of corrections 
made subsequently by the board. Of the 18 boards for which such 
figures were available, over 40 per cent had more than 10 per cent 
such corrections. The Council for the Indian School Certificate 
Examinations reported the lowest number; the highest number of 
mistakes found in the results declared was by the Bihar Intermediate 
Education Council at a shocking 60.36 percent. Surprisingly, the 
Bihar School Examination Board fared much better. It would be 
interesting to explore the reasons for such as vast difference 
between the functioning of two similar organisation in the same state. 

8. A similar discrepancy was noticed in Assam where the Higher 
Secondary Education Council reported an error level of 19.14 per 
cent while the Board of Secondary Education had only 7.27 per cent 
errors. The third such case was in West Bengal where the West 
Bengal Board of madrasa Education had an error rate of 8.81 per 
cent while the West Bengal Board of Secondary Education reported a 
much higher rate of corrections made in the results declared of only 
24.92 per cent. 

9. The Karnataka Secondary Education Examination Board exhibited 
interest in results. It has the lowest cost per examinee and also 
manages to declare results the fastest. 

A. On the basis of your reading of the above passage answer the 
following: 
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a. How have the Chinese played an important role in enhancing 
the education system? (2) 

b. Mention any four distinguishing features of examination in 
India? 

c. What are the basic parameters to measure effectiveness in 
functioning of an organization? (2) 

d. What is the time limit fixed by Supreme Court for declaring the 
results? (1) 

e. What efforts are being made by different Boards to declare the 
results at the earliest? (1) 

f. What factors make Karnataka secondary school examination 
Board superior to the other Boards? (1) 

B. Find out the words which mean the same as the following: [1×3 
= 3] 

a. keep on hold/restrict (para 2) 
b. easily seen / clear (para 6) 
c. thorough and detailed examination 
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