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CBSE TEST PAPER-01 
 

Class  12 English Core (Novel Silas Marner) 
 
 
 

General Instructions:- 
 

 

All questions are compulsory. 
 

Question No.1 to 6 carries 6 marks each. 
 
 

 
Answer the following questions in about 150 to 200 words: 

 
 

1.  What is the significance of Silas Marner’s nearsightedness? 
 

2.  What does Silas Marner’s cottage represent? 
 

3.  Describe the ironical situation in which Silas Marner had to leave Lantern Yard? 
 

4.  Describe Dolly Winthrop as the most loveable character in George Eliot’s ‘Silas Marner’ 
 

5.  ‘Evil begets evil’. In the light of this remark, describe the character of Dunstan Cass? 
 

6.  Godfrey Cass is good-natured but weak-willed. Comment.
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CBSE TEST PAPER-01 
 

Class  12 English Core (Novel Silas Marner) 

Answers 

 

 
 

1.  As a result of his long working hours at the loom, Silas’s poor eyesight becomes a part of 

the bodily deformation and deterioration. Like his bent frame and premature ageing, it is 

a mark of the dehumanizing qualities of long and repetitive labor. As the plot  advances, 

Silas’s poor vision creates a parallel between Eppie and Silas’s lost gold.  He did  not see 

Eppie come in, just as he did  not see the gold leave. When he first notices Eppie, Silas 

notices her blonde hair and thinks that somehow his gold has returned. On a symbolic 

level,  Silas’s nearsightedness embodies his general narrowness of vision and thought – a 

limitation that until Eppie comes into his life, prevents him from thinking beyond the 

narrow confines of his work and his gold.  It is significant that, when we see Silas sixteen 

years after he has adopted Eppie and grown out of his spiritual straitjacket; his eyes 

“seem to have gathered a longer vision, as is the way with eyes  that have been 

shortsighted in early life.” 

2.  Silas’s stone cottage functions as a symbol of domesticity, one of Eliot’s primary motifs in 

the novel. Silas’s is a strange sort of domesticity, since the cottage is hardly furnished, but 

still it is a very private place for him. He must first withdraw himself out from the 

isolation to be incorporated into the community. Thus the novel’s two  most important 

events are intrusions into Silas’s cottage, first by Dunsey and then by Eppie. After each 

intrusion, Silas is forced to leave the cottage and go out in public to seek help. Similarly, 

the cottage functions as a marker of Silas’s growth into the community. Initially, when 

Silas is isolated and without faith, his home is bleak and closed off from the outside 

world, with its doors tightly shut. As Silas begins to open himself up, his cottage likewise 

opens up. As Silas and Eppie become a family, the home is literally brightened and filled 

with new life, as the family gets several animals and improves the garden and yard. 

3.  Lantern Yard was  a congregation of a dissenting protestant section. It was  the birth place 

and home town of Silas.He lived a very happy and contented life there and was  even 

engaged to a girl of the same community-Sarah. He is betrayed by his best friend William 

Dane who wanted to steal Sarah, Silas’s fiancée, falsely accuses him of stealing a church 

money pouch. Here Silas Marner becomes the victim of an irony though he was  the most 

Christian man in the village.Silas loses faith in the house of faith and it leads him to the
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rejection of humanity. His engagement with Sarah was  terminated. And soon William 

married her. Lantern Yard itself is a very ironical name because there is more spiritual 

darkness than illumination there. 

4.  Dolly Winthrop was  ‘a woman of scrupulous conscience’. She was  a very warm, generous 

and spiritual soul. She used to rise at half-past four and start her day’s work. Yet, she 

maintained a sweet temper. Though she was  good-looking and had a fresh complexion, 

she liked dwelling upon the saddest and more serious elements of life. It was  this reason 

that Silas’ unfortunate incident of his gold getting stolen drew her sympathy. She visited 

Silas on Sunday afternoon carrying some cakes to lift his spirit. She tried to be a comfort 

to Marner during his hard times and eventually becomes an irreplaceable help to him in 

raising Eppie. She was  selfless with her time and energy and loved helping others. She 

was instrumental in his transformation from a narrow, selfish, bitter recluse into a true 

human, spiritually fulfilled man. 

5.  Dunstan Cass is Godfrey’s younger brother. He is disreputable, dishonest, spiteful young 

man, who uses his knowledge of Godfrey’s secret marriage to blackmail him. Godfrey 

agrees to let Dunsey sell his horse, Wildfire, to raise money. But Dunsey rides the horse 

foolishly and is responsible for his death. As he walks home, Dunsey robs Marner of his 

gold and disappears. No one shows or is concerned about Dunsey being missing for so 

long as he had done such things earlier also. His remains are discovered sixteen years 

later in a stone pit that had gone dry. It is concluded that he drowned and died there 

only. His evil deed finally caused his evil end, an end where he was  unwanted and all 

alone. 

6.  Godfrey's character is summed up by Eliot near the beginning of the novel as "irresolut- 

ion and moral cowardice," a state in which he continues until almost the end. Godfrey is 

not evil in any way. He has no desire to harm anyone; he is pained when he does so. But 

he does not have the courage to take responsibility for his acts  nor is to give up his 

desires when they conflict with duty. Godfrey is the eldest son of Squire Cass and the heir 

to the Cass Estate. He is a good-natured young man but too weak–willed. He is unable to 

think beyond his own material comfort. As a young man, he secretly gets married to 

Molly Farren, an opium addict and has a daughter with her. Meanwhile, he is enamored 

with Nancy Lammeter. He feels  guilty on this and this moral cowardice keeps him 

paralyzed for most of the part of the novel. That is why he keeps his marriage a secret 

from his father because he knows his father would disown him if it ever comes to light. 
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