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Class  09 English Language and  Literature 
 

Revision Notes Novel 

Gullivers Travels Part  - 

3 

 
 

Chapter - 1 
 
 

"The author sets  out on his third voyage. Is taken by pirates. The malice of a Dutchman. His 

arrival at an island. He is received into Laputa." 
 

 

After 10 days back home, Gulliver gets a visit  from a former captain of his, William 
 

Robinson, who offers him a position on Robinson's ship as a surgeon. 

Gulliver agrees. 

After a year of travel, the ship heads to Tonquin, part of modern-day Vietnam. 
 

The captain has to stay  ashore in Tonquin for several months, but he wants to make 

some profit. 

The captain buys a small boat and appoints Gulliver the leader of it, with 14 sailors 

under him, so that they can continue doing business while the captain hangs out on 

land. 

This small boat is captured by two  ships of Japanese pirates (who were, incidentally, a 

serious threat to sailors in the seas around China and Southeast Asia, particularly in 

the seventeenth century.) 

The Japanese pirates are accompanied by a Dutchman, who tells  the English that he 

wants them to be tied  up and thrown into the sea. 

Gulliver begs  him to let them go, but his requests seem only to make the Dutchman 

angrier – especially Gulliver's references to the Dutchman as a "brother Christian" 

(3.1.7). 

(For an explanation of this oddness, check out "Why Swift  Seems to Hate the Dutch So 
 

Much," under the "Japan" section of "Character Analysis.") 
 

The pirate captains finally decide to split Gulliver's crew between their two  ships and 

to set Gulliver adrift in a small canoe with a little bit of food. 

Gulliver uses his canoe to row to some tiny local  islands nearby, but he can't find 

much food  or shelter on any of them.
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While he's standing on the fifth and last  island, Gulliver sees  a shadow blot  out the 

sun. 

He takes out his telescope, looks up, and sees  that it is a floating island covered with 

people. (This is the island of Laputa.) 

Gulliver manages to signal to these people that he needs help, and they eventually 

steer overhead and let down a chain for Gulliver to climb up. 

 
 

Chapter - 2 
 
 

"The humours and dispositions of the Laputians described. An account of their learning. Of 

the king and his court. The author's reception there. The inhabitants subject to fear and 

disquietude. An account of the women." 
 

 

The people surrounding Gulliver when he gets up to the island look  totally bizarre: all 

of their heads lean either to the right or the left, one of their eyes  points in and the 

other up, and they are all dressed in clothes decorated with stars, moons, and musical 

instruments. 

Gulliver sees  a lot of servants standing around holding these things he calls  flappers, 

little rattles on the end of a long stick. 

The people of Laputa are so caught up in their own thoughts that they need someone 

else  to remind them to speak or listen. 

So whenever a group of them gets together, the job of their servants is to touch the 

mouth of the person who should be speaking and the ears of those who should be 

listening. 

And when they go walking, their servants have to tap  their eyes  with the flapper to be 

sure that they watch where they're going. 

The Laputians bring Gulliver to the King. 
 

The King's room is full of mathematical instruments and globes, and he is so deep in 

thought that it takes him an hour to become conscious enough of his surroundings to 

notice Gulliver. 

The King provides Gulliver with a tutor to teach him their language; most of the words 

he learns are for different signs of the zodiac, mathematical figures – really abstract 

stuff, in other words. 

What helps Gulliver to learn Laputian language is his knowledge of math and music,
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which dominate Laputian culture. 
 

At the same time, the Laputians don't seem able to make anything right: Gulliver's suit 

doesn't fit and all of their houses have weird angles because no one knows how to 

apply their equations to real life. 

Gulliver also  discovers that Laputa controls the continent under it, Balnibarbi, and 
 

that there are frequent visitors and deliveries from sea  level  up to Laputa by means of 

rope. In fact,  Laputa is the King's personal home, but Balnibarbi is where the capital 

city sits. 

What surprises Gulliver is that, even though all the Laputians know only math and 

music, they still like to talk  endlessly about politics – proof, to Gulliver, that all 

humans most enjoy discussing what they know least. 

He also  finds it weird that the Laputians live in such constant fear of the end of the 

world that they can hardly sleep at night or enjoy life. Their science has actually 

become a terror to them. 

The women of Laputa despise their husbands and love  strangers. 
 

In fact,  whenever guys come up to the island from the lands below, the women have 

affairs with them pretty freely. Their husbands never notice because they are so busy 

with science. 

Gulliver becomes pretty fluent in Laputian after a month. 
 

The Laputian King doesn't bother asking him about the countries he has seen; all of 

his questions revolve around math. 

 
 

Chapter - 3 
 
 

"A phenomenon solved by modern philosophy and astronomy. The Laputians' great 

improvements in the latter. The king's method of suppressing insurrections." 
 

 

Gulliver then launches into a long description of how exactly Laputa functions: first of 

all, the island has a crater in the center of it that collects rain water, which is why rain 

doesn't just fall off it. 

At the center of the island is a deep canyon with a giant lodestone, a naturally 

occurring magnet, in the middle of it. 

The King uses this lodestone to raise and drop the island and to keep it moving in 

relation to the Earth's own magnetic poles.
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The movement of Laputa has limits: it can't go beyond the king's own dominions, in 

other words, the islands that he controls at sea  level. It also  can't rise higher than four 

miles above the Earth. 

It is the job of the King's astronomers to do the actual manipulation of the lodestone at 

his orders. 

They also  spend a lot of time discovering things about the solar system and the stars. 

The only thing that limits the King's control of the Earth below him is that all of his 

cabinet members have estates on the islands below Laputa, so they find the idea of 

dominating the islands under them to be pretty risky for their own families. 

At the same time, the King still has two  methods for keeping his authority over the 

lower islands without absolutely enslaving them: (1) if any of them refuse to pay 

tribute, he can make his island float directly overhead, blocking their sunlight and 

rain, until they give in; and (2) if they continue to refuse to obey him, the King can 

drop his island directly on their heads. 

The King has rarely ordered this kind of total destruction because (a) his ministers 

have their homes down below, and (b) his own people would revolt against him. 

Well, and there's one more reason why the King doesn't do this: secretly, he worries 

that the power of his magnet might not be strong enough to lift the island again if it 

comes crashing to earth. 

Laputa also  has a law  that neither the King nor his two  eldest sons, nor the queen 
 

(while she can still have children) are allowed to leave the island. 
 

 
 

Chapter - 4 
 
 

"The author leaves Laputa; is conveyed to Balnibarbi; arrives at the metropolis. A description 

of the metropolis, and the country adjoining. The author hospitably received by a great lord. 

His conversation with that lord." 
 

 

Gulliver feels  disrespected, because no one wants to talk  about anything but math or 

music, and he can't compete with the Laputians in either field. 

Also, he has become totally sick of the Laputians themselves and their dull 

conversation. 

There is a lord in Laputa who has done many great things for the state, but he gets no 

respect, because he has no ear for music and no talent for math.
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He and Gulliver bond, because they can talk  sensibly to each other. 
 

Gulliver asks this lord (Lord Munodi) to request to the King that Gulliver be let down 

in Lagado, the capital city. 

The King agrees, and sends him down to the continent of Balnibarbi with Lord 
 

Munodi and some money. 
 

Gulliver is relieved to be on firm ground again. 
 

He is disappointed at the sight of Lagado, though: all of the people working there look 

hungry and unhappy. 

Gulliver expresses his opinions of the poverty of Lagado to Lord Munodi, who 
 

suggests that they keep this conversation for a later time, when they are safely at Lord 
 

Munodi's own estates. 
 

Lord Munodi's estates are beautiful, well-cultivated, and seem prosperous – totally the 

opposite of the other Balnibarbi lands. 

Lord Munodi tells  Gulliver that his estates (which look  so great to Gulliver) bring 

frequent criticisms from other Laputians for mismanagement – he has left his 

orchards, fields, and home in the old model of his forefathers, while the rest of 

Balnibarbi has gone over to new ideas of farming. 

The problem is, about 40 years before, some people from Balnibarbi went up to 

Laputa and came back filled with ideas for reform of everything – arts, science, all of 

it. 

These guys found an academy in Lagado, filled with professors who promise all kinds 

of miracles – auto-ripening fruit, reduction of working hours, etc., etc. 

Their plans have become total fads in all of the cities in the kingdom, but the problem 

is – all their calculations don't actually work. 

So, these impractical men (Swift  calls  them "Projectors" (3.4.15)) have completely 

ruined the buildings and farmland of Balnibarbi with their farfetched ideas and 

equations. 

Lord Munodi promises to get Gulliver an invitation to Lagado's Royal  Academy if he 

wants it, which Gulliver does. 

 
 

Chapter - 5 
 

 
 

"The author permitted to see the grand academy of Lagado. The academy largely described.
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The arts wherein the professors employ themselves." 
 

 

Gulliver spends many days at the Royal  Academy in Lagado, where there are at least 
 

500 Projectors (impractical students of science) hanging out and thinking. 

Their projects include: 

 

1.  To take sunbeams out of cucumbers; 
 

2.  To turn human poo  back into food  (ugh); 
 

3.  To melt ice into gunpowder; 
 

4.  To build houses from the roof down; 
 

5.  To paint without sight, but according to the texture and smell of the colors; 
 

6.  To use pigs to plough fields; 
 

7.  To use spider webs to replace silk threads; 

8.  To change the course of the moon and sun so that we can combine weather vanes and 

sundials. 
 

 

Gulliver gets a bit sick, so he goes  to a physician at the academy who is famous for 

treating gas. This doctor's treatment is really, really surprising: he wants to stick  a 

bellows up the butt of his patient to physically draw wind out of his body. 

After pumping the wind out, the physician fills his bellows with air from the outside, 

replaces the bellows in the anus of his patient, and fills the poor guy with air. 

The idea is that the patient is then supposed to expel both the outside air and the bad 

air inside of him, thus curing him. 

But Gulliver sees  this doctor testing his bellows on a dog, and what actually happens is 

that the dog essentially dies  of explosive diarrhea. 

Gulliver's last  visit  in the experimental part of the Academy is to "the universal artist," 

a man who is supposed to be working to benefit mankind with lots of projects. 

Gulliver sees  the guy's 50 apprentices working busily. 

Currently, the artist has two  plans: (1) to plant fields with chaff (the shells of plant 

seeds), because he believes that's what causes seeds to grow (not true!). And (2), he 

wants to breed a herd of naked sheep. Not exactly helpful. 

Following this meeting, Gulliver heads over to the part of the Academy that's less 
 

practical, and deals with abstract sciences. 
 

His first meeting is with a professor who has a giant square strung with wires, on 

which are written all the words of the Laputian language.
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This giant square has handles on all sides for the professor's students to use to turn 

the frame. 

By turning the frame, the professor's students shake up the words hanging inside the 

square. 

Whenever three or four of the words together seem to make sense, the students write 

down these phrases. 

Out of this random word frame, the professor hopes to create a complete set of all the 

world's arts and sciences. Ambitious! 

Another set of professors is trying to think of how to avoid miscommunication 

between people. One person suggests cutting all long words down to one syllable and 

leaving out verbs. 

Another has an even more amazing idea: stop speaking altogether, and just carry 

around the objects that will give your listeners an idea of what you mean. 

(As Gulliver points out, this might mean you'll have to carry around a lot of stuff if 

your ideas are at all complex.) 

At the math school at the Academy, Gulliver sees  a professor trying to get his students 

literally to absorb the material he's teaching, by feeding them a cracker with 

equations written on it. It doesn't work, sadly. 

 
 

Chapter - 6 
 
 

"A further account of the academy. The author proposes some improvements, which are 

honorably received." 
 

 

Gulliver finds the political school less funny, because all the professors seem nuts. The 

political projectors want to come up with ways to reward merit and ability in public 

service – poppycock! 

(Sorry, it's just that we've been reading so much Swift  that we're getting pretty 

sarcastic ourselves.) 

Anyway, Gulliver tells  us that this kind of madness is so far-fetched that it goes  past 

funny into sad. 

But actually, some of the political projectors are less crazy and therefore amusing, 

Gulliver reassures: there's one guy who suggests that, if a political assembly is like a 

body, then it stands to reason that cures for the body might also  cure problems in the
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assembly itself. 
 

So, he offers that all senators should receive regular medical treatment to make sure 

that they don't fall into greed, corruption, or bribery. 

The same guy also  suggests various "cures" for the weak memories and poor decision- 

making of senators. 

Possibly our favorite suggestion from this particular fellow is that, if political party 

division becomes too bad, we should take 100 guys from each political party and split 

their brains. In this way,  each skull will now have half a conservative and half a 

liberal brain in it. Then they can literally argue it out among themselves. 

To raise money, there's a proposal to tax  everything bad in a man, as decided by his 

neighbors; a second fellow suggests that they tax  everything good  about a man, again, 

as assessed by his neighbors. The problem is, how can we be sure that jealous 

neighbors will admit the virtues of their friends? 

To choose who will serve in high office,  a professor proposes a raffle, which will keep 

hope alive among senators who might otherwise turn against the crown. 

And another professor (this suggestion is also  kind of awesome) advises that you can 

tell if a man is plotting against the government if you measure and analyze his poo. 

This professor uses his own poo  as an example: it was  kind of green when he wanted 

to kill the King, but totally different when he was  only planning rebellion. 

Gulliver offers to tell this professor about a land he's seen, "Tribnia" (a.k.a. Britain), 

which its residents call "Langden" (England). 

Gulliver says  that the plots in "Tribnia" are generally on the part of informers who 

want to raise their own reputations by making up stuff. 

Usually, the accusers decide who to target in advance so they can raid the homes of 

the accused. 

There, they steal all the letters belonging to the accused so they can find "proof" of 

treason by assigning special meanings and fake  codes to the words of the accused. 

The political professor thanks Gulliver for his information, and Gulliver starts 

thinking of going back to England. 

 
 

Chapter - 7 
 

 
 

"The author leaves Lagado: arrives at Maldonada. No ship ready. He takes a short voyage to
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Glubbdubdrib. His reception by the governor." 
 

 

Gulliver claims that Balnibarbi is situated in the Pacific, west of California, which has 

not yet been charted (much like Brobdingnag). 

To the north of Lagado is the island of Luggnagg, which is not far southeast of Japan. 

These two  countries have trade relations, so Gulliver plans to go to Luggnagg, sail for 

Japan, and then head for Europe. 

Gulliver has to wait for a month before a boat will arrive at the port city of Maldonada 

to take him to Luggnagg. 

Since he has nothing to do for a month, a local  guy suggests that he try visiting the 

small island of Glubbdubdrib, an island of sorcerers. 

These sorcerers are very private and only marry among each other. 
 

The Governor of Glubbdubdrib can raise the dead, but only for one day,  and he can't 

call them back again until three months have gone by. 

Gulliver goes  to meet this Governor, who asks Gulliver about his adventures. 

All of the servants in the Governor's household are ghosts. 

After 10 days on Glubbdubdrib, Gulliver stops worrying about the ghosts so much, 

which leads the Governor to make him an offer: Gulliver can speak to any ghosts he 

chooses and as many as he wants. 

The one thing he has to promise is that he will only ask  them questions about their 

own time. 

Gulliver agrees, and gets to speak to: 
 
 

1.  Alexander the Great (who died from drinking too much); 
 

2.  Hannibal (who is supposed to have broken a rock blocking him from crossing the Alps 

using vinegar, but who tells  Gulliver that really, he had no vinegar in his camp (source: 

Robert Greenberg, Editor, Gulliver's Travels: An Annotated Text With Critical Essays. New 

York: Norton, 1961, 167).); 

3.  Julius Caesar and Pompey the Great in the midst of their greatest battles; 

4.  Brutus, Julius Caesar's assassin, whom Gulliver admires for his bravery and commitment 

to the end of dictatorship. 
 

 

Gulliver doesn't want to bore the reader with a complete list of who he spoke to, but 

most of his conversations were with great men of history who killed tyrants and 

fought for liberty.
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Part  - 3 
 

Chapter - 8 
 

 
 

"A further account of Glubbdubdrib. Ancient and modern history corrected" 
 

 

Gulliver sets  aside a day  to talk  to learned men. He gets to meet Homer and Aristotle, 

both of whom are really smart and neither of whom know any of the guys who have 

commented on their works. 

(By the way,  for more on who all of these people are, please see our "Character 
 

Analysis" of the Ancients.) 
 

Gulliver also  talks to a number of thinkers dealing with the nature of the universe, 

including René Descartes and Pierre Gassendi. 

These men all agree that each new age of humanity comes up with a new system to 

explain nature, but they never last  long. 

Gulliver also  meets most of the Emperors of Rome. 

Then he moves on to the more recently deceased. 

This gets a little depressing: he asks to see the family lines of the royal houses of 
 

Europe, and finds a lot of commoners mixed in there: a barber, an abbot, two  fiddlers 
 

– those queens have been getting busy, Swift  is saying. 
 

He makes similar discoveries with the lines of the aristocracy, in which he sees  plenty 

of evidence of family degeneration into stupidity and lying. 

Speaking to the ghosts of the recent past shows Gulliver exactly how much lying goes 

around today, and how much history has been airbrushed to look  better (or worse) 

than it really is. 

Gulliver wants to find out how people have gotten their official and court positions 

and finds that it's through horrible means: bribery, lying, sucking up, oppression, 

prostitution of wives and daughters, treason, poisoning, and incest all come up. 

Gulliver discovers that the only really great services done to the state have been by 

people who history calls  traitors and criminals. 

In fact,  he also  realizes that this kind of hypocrisy was  present even in Rome,  once the 
 

Empire started to grow rich and luxurious. 
 

The introduction of similar wealth to England has made English people progressively, 

visibly less healthy, complains Gulliver.
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Total  corruption has caused England to grow repulsive over the previous 100 years. 
 

 
 

Chapter - 9 
 
 

"The author returns to Maldonada. Sails to the kingdom of Luggnagg. The author confined. 

He is sent for to court. The manner of his admittance. The king's great lenity to his subjects." 
 

 

Gulliver finally leaves Glubbdubdrib and heads for Luggnagg. He arrives in Luggnagg 

on April 21, 1708. 

Gulliver starts speaking to a customs officer in Luggnagg, where he pretends to be 
 

Dutch. 
 

Since Gulliver's eventual destination is Japan, and the Japanese will only allow Dutch 

traders access to their harbors, he figures this is a good  plan. 

(By the way,  kudos to Swift  for being absolutely correct on this historical point – after 
 

1637, Japan refused to allow non-Dutch European traders onto its islands until the 
 

1850s.) 
 

Gulliver gets held up in Luggnagg by red tape, so he hires an interpreter who speaks 

both Luggnagg and Balnibarbi and answers frequent questions about his travels and 

the countries he has seen. 

Eventually, Gulliver is granted an audience with the King of Luggnagg. 
 

The King orders Gulliver to follow the local  custom of crawling to the King's feet  and 

licking the dust in front of his footstool. Seriously. 

If the King wants one of his court dead, he has poison sprinkled on the floor in front 

of him where they have to eat  it. 

Gulliver exchanges ritual greetings with the King and then speaks to him through his 

interpreter. 

Apparently, the King really likes  Gulliver: he gives  him some money and lets him stay 

at the palace. 

Gulliver lives  in Luggnagg for three months, but decides that, overall, it will be safer 

to go home to his wife  and kids. 

 
 

Chapter - 10 
 

 
 

"The Luggnaggians commended. A particular description of the Struldbrugs, with many
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conversations between the author and some eminent persons upon that subject." 
 

 

Gulliver finds the Luggnaggians pretty nice overall. 
 

One day,  he's chatting with some locals, and one of them asks him if he has seen "any 

of their struldbrugs, or immortals" (3.10.2). 

Every now and again, a child will be born with a mark on its forehead, over its left 

eyebrow, which shows that it will never die.  These are the struldbrugs. 

Gulliver is really excited to find a country where every child has a chance of being 

born immortal. 

The person Gulliver is speaking to asks Gulliver what he would do, if he had been 

born immortal. 

Gulliver jumps in: he would make lots of money, invest it and save it, become the 

wealthiest man in the kingdom, learn everything there is to know about everything, 

and write down all the events and fashions that he sees  to provide future knowledge 

for the nation. 

Gulliver would also  take care to instruct young people, but most of his friends would 

be fellow immortals, since what would be the point of hanging out with lots of people 

without the benefit of his experience? 

Gulliver goes  on to exclaim about all the discoveries he and his struldbrug friends 

would make – it would be amazing. 

The person Gulliver's talking to tells  him he's being an idiot: in fact,  the terrible thing 

about being a struldbrug is that you are immortal but you are not eternally young. 

The struldbrugs age at the same rate as other humans, the difference being, that at 80 

years old, they're much more miserable than other old people because they have the 

prospect of living on and on beyond their 80 years. 

As soon as a struldbrug turns 80, he is dead in terms of the law,  so all of his money 

goes  to his heirs – he's totally poor. 

Struldbrug marriages are also  dissolved at 80, since they would make the couple so 

much more unhappy. 

At 90, they start losing their teeth, so they don't enjoy eating anymore. 
 

Their memories get bad enough that they can't read without forgetting, at the end of a 

sentence, how it began. 

Because language evolves with time, older struldbrugs can't understand younger 

people at all.
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They have to beg for money, since otherwise, they must get by on a tiny state 

allowance. 

Gulliver feels  ashamed of wishing to be a struldbrug, since being one is so completely 

awful. 

At the same time, the Luggnaggian King does remind him that the sight of a struldbrug 
 

cures everyone of fear of death. 
 

 
 

Chapter - 11 
 

 
 

"The author leaves Luggnagg, and sails  to Japan. From thence he returns in a Dutch ship to 
 

Amsterdam, and from Amsterdam to England" 
 

 

The Luggnaggian King offers Gulliver a job at court, but Gulliver wants to go home. 

The King sends him off with a generous gift of gold. 

Gulliver heads to Japan, where he uses a letter of recommendation from the 
 

Luggnaggian King to get an audience with the Emperor of Japan. 

The two  talk  to each other using Dutch. 

Gulliver tells  the Emperor that he is a Dutch merchant looking for passage to 

"Nangasac" (3.10.4) – presumably Nagasaki, home to a large Dutch settlement in the 

eighteenth century. 

Gulliver also  asks the Emperor if he could please be excused from the Dutch custom of 

trampling on the cross, as a favor to his patron, the King of Luggnagg. 

The Emperor agrees, but warns Gulliver not to let any of the Dutch know or he'll have 

his throat cut on the trip home. 

Gulliver, of course, has lived in Holland – you may remember, way back in Part 1, 

Chapter 1, Gulliver mentions studying medicine at the University of Leiden. 

His Dutch is great, and he manages to convince some Dutch sailors to let him sail with 

them. 

They all ask  if he's had a chance to stomp on the crucifix yet, and he dodges the 

question by saying he has "satisfied the Emperor [...] in all particulars" (3.11.5). 

Gulliver's trip home is uneventful, and he finally gets to see his family after 5 and a 

half years away. ht
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