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Class  09 English Language and  Literature 
 

Revision Notes Novel 

Gullivers Travels Part  - 

4 

 
 

Chapter - 1 
 
 

"The author sets  out as captain of a ship. His men conspire against him, confine him a long 

time to his cabin, and set him on shore in an unknown land. He travels up into the country. 

The Yahoos, a strange sort of animal, described. The author meets two  Houyhnhnms." 
 

 

Gulliver spends 5 months at home with his family before he heads out yet again, 

leaving his wife  pregnant. 

This time, he gets to be captain of his ship, the Adventurer. Their job is to trade goods 

with residents of the South Seas. 

They set sail on September 7, 1710. 
 

Several of Gulliver's sailors die of "calentures," a fever of the Tropics, so he has to hire 

some new guys. 

These new guys form a conspiracy to mutiny against Gulliver. They keep Gulliver a 

prisoner in his own cabin as they sail around trading with the locals. 

In May, 1711, one of the sailors comes down to Gulliver's cabin to tell him that they 

have decided to maroon Gulliver ashore. 

Gulliver starts exploring his new island, where he sees  some of its inhabitants from a 

distance: they look  like naked, hairy monsters with claws for climbing trees. Gulliver 

finds them disgusting. 

One of these beasts approaches Gulliver, and he hits it with the flat of his sword – he 

doesn't want to damage the animal, for fear that the inhabitants of the island will be 

angry that he's damaging their livestock. 

The hairy thing roars, and about 40 other hairy things come running over. 
 

Gulliver takes refuge in a tree, shaking his sword to keep the animals back, but they 

start throwing their excrement at him in rage. Gulliver is worried he's going to be 

smothered under all of this feces. 

Suddenly, all the animals turn around and run away.
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Gulliver looks over his shoulder and sees  a horse coming his way. He looks rather 

surprised at the sight of Gulliver, and when Gulliver reaches to touch him, he shies 

away. 

The horse neighs several times in a way that seems to have meaning. 

A second horse arrives, and the two  seem to be talking to each other. 

Gulliver tries to sneak away, but one of the horses neighs at him and he returns as 

though he has been ordered. 

What really seems to surprise the horses is Gulliver's clothes, which they keep 

indicating and talking over. 

Gulliver finally addresses them, asking for their help in exchange for a knife and a 

bracelet he happens to be carrying. He thinks the horses are probably magicians in 

disguise. 

The horses keep saying the word "Yahoo," which Gulliver repeats back to them. 

They correct his pronunciation, and then teach him another word: "Houyhnhnm" 

(generally pronounced "whinnim," obviously coming from "whinny," the sound a 

horse makes). 

The two  horses part, and one of them (who is gray) indicates that Gulliver should 

follow him. 

 
 

Chapter - 2 
 
 

"The author conducted by a Houyhnhnm to his house. The house described. The author's 

reception. The food  of the Houyhnhnms. The author in distress for want of meat. Is at last 

relieved. His manner of feeding in this country." 
 

 

Gulliver and the gray horse go about three miles, to a long, low building. 
 

Gulliver sees  several horses doing housework and thinks that the people who tamed 

these animals to such a degree must be the smartest people who ever were. 

Gulliver starts to think he's hallucinating, because he can't figure out (a) where the 

people are, and (b) what kind of man needs to be served by horses. 

Finally, Gulliver arrives at a building far from the main house, which has three of 

those gross, hairy animals from the previous chapter chained to the wall. 

They are eating roots and meat from animals that have died by accident – donkeys, 

dogs,  and cows.
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The horse leader orders "the sorrel nag" ("sorrel" meaning a kind of chestnut or 

reddish color, "nag" meaning horse) to unchain one of the beasts and bring him to 

Gulliver. 

When Gulliver sees  this beast close  up, he realizes that what the horses have been 

calling Yahoos are actually men: their hands have uncut nails, and they are a bit 

hairier and more calloused than Gulliver, but still, they are unmistakably human 

beings. 

What is clearly confusing the horses is that Gulliver has the head of a Yahoo, but his 

body is pretty different: they don't understand that his clothes are not part of his skin. 

The horses see that Gulliver truly loathes the Yahoos, and that he also  can't eat  the 

raw meat they eat. 
 

Gulliver sees  a cow  passing and indicates that he will milk  her, which is how he 

finally feeds himself. 

Around noon, an elderly horse appears in a carriage drawn by 4 Yahoos. 
 

He settles down with the gray horse to a lunch of hay, mashed oats, and milk. 

They all appear extremely well-mannered, modest, and decent. 

After lunch, the gray horse (whom Gulliver has started calling the Master Horse) 
 

indicates that he's worried that Gulliver has eaten so little. 
 

Finally, Gulliver figures out a way to make a kind of bread out of oats, which he eats 

with milk. And even though it's not the most delicious food  in the world, a steady diet 

of this stuff makes him really healthy. 

Gulliver spends his first night lying in straw between the house and the Yahoo stable. 
 

 
 

Chapter - 3 
 
 

"The author studies to learn the language, the Houyhnhnm, his master, assists in teaching 

him. The language described. Several Houyhnhnms of quality come out of curiosity to see the 

author. He gives  his master a short account of his voyage." 
 

 

Gulliver spends most of his early days in Houyhnhnm Land learning the language 

with the help of the sorrel nag, the reddish servant to the Master Horse. 

Houyhnhnm language sounds a lot like German, but is more "graceful" (4.3.2). 

The Master Horse is really interested in Gulliver because he is clearly a Yahoo, but he 

is so clean and teachable.
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The Master Horse asks where Gulliver can possibly come from, to be so smart, but he 

also  refuses to believe that Yahoos could ever build a boat or that there are countries 

across the sea. 

Gulliver discovers that, in their language, "Houyhnhnm" means both horse and 
 

"perfection of nature" (4.3.5). 
 

Many Houynhnhnms come to see Gulliver, staring in wonder at a Yahoo who seems to 

possess reason. 

As we've said before, they don't really get clothes, but one night, as Gulliver is getting 

ready for bed,  he accidentally exposes himself to the sorrel nag of the Master Horse. 

The servant thinks that Gulliver changes skins as he sleeps. 

Gulliver has been trying to cover up the fact  that underneath his clothes, he really is 

like the other Yahoos, but now his secret's out. 

So Gulliver explains clothes to the Master Horse. 
 

Even without his clothes, the Master Horse is impressed by how different Gulliver is 

from the other Yahoos, because his skin is so pale, soft, and relatively hairless. 

Gulliver asks the Master Horse to stop calling him a Yahoo and to keep the secret of 

his clothes. The Master Horse agrees. 

The Master Horse tells  Gulliver to learn the Houyhnhnm language ASAP so that he can 

ask  Gulliver more questions. 

Gulliver is finally able to tell the Master Horse that he arrived at his island in a ship 

made by men and sailed by men, that he was  set ashore thanks to an argument 

between men. 

The Master Horse asks how the Houyhnhnms of Gulliver's country allowed a ship to 

be sailed by brutes. 

Gulliver makes the Master Horse promise not to get mad, and then he explains that, in 

his country, the Houyhnhnms are the brutes and the men are the reasonable beings. 

 
 

Chapter - 4 
 
 

"The Houyhnhnm's notion of truth and falsehood. The author's discourse disapproved by his 

master. The author gives  a more particular account of himself, and the accidents of his 

voyage." 
 

 

The Master Horse is confused because he feels  doubt, but he is also  completely
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unfamiliar with the idea of lying. 
 

Gulliver tells  the Master Horse about the poor treatment horses often receive as work 

animals in his home country. 

The Master Horse is utterly disgusted to hear that Yahoos ride Houyhnhnms where 

Gulliver comes from. How  dare they, when Houyhnhnms are so much stronger than 

Yahoos? 

Gulliver talks about the process of breaking horses. 
 

The Master Horse continues to be outraged. He admits that, if horses in Gulliver's 

country are stupid, then it make sense that the Yahoos win out, because reason beats 

strength every time. 

The Master Horse wants to know if the Yahoos in Gulliver's country are more like 
 

Gulliver or like the Yahoos of Houyhnhnm Land? 
 

Gulliver answers that they are more like him, which the Master Horse actually thinks 

is something of a disadvantage. Sure, they're better-looking, but they're also  physically 

even weaker and less suited to survival. 

It takes Gulliver ages  to explain to the Master Horse about his own origins, because 

there are no words in Houyhnhnm language for things like deception, power, wealth, 

lust, or envy. 

The Master Horse finally grasps what Gulliver is getting at when he describes human 

nature, and wants to hear more about European culture. 

 
 

Chapter - 5 
 
 

"The author at his master's command, informs him of the state of England. The causes of war 

among the princes of Europe. The author begins to explain the English constitution. 
 

 

Gulliver tells  the Master Horse about some recent English history: the Glorious 
 

Revolution in 1689 and the War of the Spanish Succession from 1701 to 1714. 
 

(The Glorious Revolution took  place when the Protestant English Parliament decided 

that it did  not want a hereditary monarchy of Catholics to rule the country – then-king 

James II and VII was  a Catholic. So, Parliament decided that it had the power to 

appoint kings, and invited Dutch Protestant leader William of Orange to become 

William III of England. James II and VII fled  to France and became the center of the 

Jacobite movement. The Glorious Revolution ushered in the reign of William and
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Mary, from 1689 to 1702 (source). 
 

(The War of the Spanish Succession – oh God, this is complicated. Okay,  so basically, 

there are four major European powers in competition at this point, the Spanish, the 

English, the French, and the Austrians. They are competing not only in Europe, but 

also  for control of their colonial properties in the Americas. 

King Charles II of Spain is growing old and has no children, so everyone's just waiting 

to see who's going to control the lands Spain has conquered. 

England and France form an alliance against Leopold I of the Austrian Empire, but 

then France strikes out on its own and everything gets even less stable. 

Finally, after plenty of expensive warfare, the upshot for England is that France signs 

over several of its territories in Eastern Canada, Britain gets commercial privileges in 

Spanish colonies in America, and the French promise not to support any of the exiled 

members of deposed king James II and VII's family (source). 

The Master Horse wants to know why humans go to war. Gulliver answers: (1) 

ambition to conquer, (2) corruption of the government, (3) differences of opinion. 

Wars over opinions are the worst kind. 

Here, the Master Horse says  something really quite tragic: he tells  Gulliver that, with 

all of this warlike nature, it's lucky that humans can't do too much damage to each 

other because their mouths aren't designed for easy biting. 

Gulliver explains weapons and the damage that humans can do to each other. 
 

The Master Horse stops Gulliver here, and says  that he can't hear any more about war 

because it's too disturbing. Gulliver's tales have only made him hate Yahoos more and 

more. 

The Master Horse thinks we don't have reason or rationality at all – we have some 

other thing that allows us to practice our bad qualities as much as possible. 

The Master Horse is confused about law:  how can laws be bad? How  can laws ruin 

men, when they are designed to save them? 

Gulliver explains about lawyers, who, he says,  are trained from babyhood to defend 

anything, especially lies, so they have no sense of justice. 

What's more, judges often prefer to agree with what appears obviously untrue, so 

people with right on their side  may only win if they pretend that right is wrong. 

Gulliver talks about precedent: anything that has been done before may legally be 

done again.

ht
tp

s:/
/sc

ho
olc

on
ne

cts
.in

http://www.victorianweb.org/history/Glorious_Revolution.htm


7 / 15  

 

 

 
 

 
 

Lawyers like to split hairs and talk  about irrelevant details to distract from the simple 

facts of all their cases. 

They have their own private way of speaking, which excludes ordinary people from 

either understanding or making laws. 

People in power can decide to convict others accused of crimes against the state 

because they have influence over the judges. 

The Master Horse comments that it's a shame that they spend so much time training 

lawyers to be lawyers and not teaching them to be knowledgeable and wise. 

 
 

Chapter - 6 
 
 

"A continuation of the state of England under Queen Anne. The character of a first minister 

of state in European courts." 
 

 

Next  up, Gulliver tries to explain the concept of greed to the Master Horse. 
 

He claims that England grows enough food  to support its population comfortably, but 

because they want luxury, they must export what they grow in exchange for things 

that they don't need. 

This luxury – wine, rich food,  too much sex – all leads the English to diseases, the likes 

of which the Houyhnhnms have never seen. 

Another group of people have arisen to treat these diseases – to profit off them – using 

fake  potions to make people purge their insides. 

This group of people (doctors, of course) make so much profit on disease that they 

encourage people to think that they are sick even when they aren't. 

They also  use their wisdom to poison people who have become inconvenient: when 

husbands and wives have gotten tired of their partners or sons have gotten fed up 

with their fathers, doctors can take care of the problem. 

The Master Horse wants to know what a "Minister of State" is (in American terms, 

something like a Cabinet Member for the President). 

Gulliver tells  the Master Horse that the First Minister of State is someone totally 

without any emotion besides ambition for money and power. 

The chief qualifications for the First Minister of State are: (1) to know how to get rid of 

an inconvenient wife,  daughter, or sister; (2) to betray the Minister who has come 

before you; (3) to shout endlessly against corruption at court (though, of course,
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Ministers always lie). 
 

Chief Ministers of State dedicate themselves to bribing and intimidating others to 

follow their orders. 

And Gulliver's tirade continues: he tells  the Master Horse that the nobility in his 

country are educated to be lazy  and ignorant, and that there is frequent mixing of 

classes that damages noble bloodlines. 

Despite their total uselessness, they still have authority over all lower-born people in 

the country. 

 
 

Chapter - 7 
 
 

"The author's great love  of his native country. His master's observations upon the 

constitution and administration of England, as described by the author, with parallel cases 

and comparisons. His master's observations upon human nature." 
 

 

Gulliver starts to hate the Yahoos and love  the Houyhnhnms. 
 

In fact,  he decides that he never wants to leave Houyhnhnm Land and return to 

humankind. 

The Master Horse gives  Gulliver his conclusions: the European Yahoos have only 

enough reason to make their natural corruption worse. 

By clipping our nails, cutting our hair, and generally growing soft, we have also 

deprived ourselves of the natural protection the Yahoos in Houyhnhnm Land have. 

Even though there are outward differences between Gulliver and the Houyhnhnm 

Land Yahoos, their essential natures are the same: they hate each other more than 

other animals do, and will fight even without a reason. 

The Yahoos of Houyhnhnm Land also  love  shiny rocks, which none of the 

Houyhnhnms understand, but which sees  to be a trait of the whole human species. 

Yahoos are the only animals in Houyhnhnm land who get sick, and they treat each 

other with medicine made from a mix  of pee  and poo  (urgh). 

The Master Horse does admit that European Yahoos have a lot more art than their 

local  Yahoos. 

Still, their natures seem essentially identical: for example, Houyhnhnm Land Yahoos 

also  like to choose a leader, usually the weakest and ugliest of the group. 

As for women (what the Master Horse calls  "she Yahoos" (4.7.15)), he observes that
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Yahoos are the only ones among animal kind that still have sex even when the woman 

is pregnant. (Swift's point here seems to be that sex is for procreation, so once a 

woman's pregnant, she shouldn't need sex – which, if we may editorialize, is kind of 

icky of him.) 

He also  notes that Yahoos are unique in having both males and females fighting 

equally violently with one another. 

The Master Horse continues: Yahoos love  filth more than most animals. 
 

Also, Yahoos sometimes fall into bad moods or think they are sick for no reason; the 

only cure for this hypochondria is hard work. 

Women Yahoos like to seduce men. Sometimes, if an unknown female comes up to a 

group of three or four women, those women will clearly judge and then reject her. 

Gulliver hears these words and realizes that "lewdness, coquetry, censure, and 

scandal" (4.7.19) all seem to be instinctive for human women. (For a discussion of 

Gulliver's views on women, check out our theme on "Gender.") 

 
 

Chapter - 8 
 
 

"The author relates several particulars of the Yahoos. The great virtues of the Houyhnhnms. 

The education and exercise of their youth. Their general assembly." 
 

 

Gulliver asks the Master Horse for permission to observe the Yahoos, which the 
 

Master Horse gives  as long as Gulliver is always accompanied by a Houyhnhnm guard 
 

– the sorrel nag. 
 

Yahoo children are agile,  and they also  smell bad. 
 

Yahoos are strong but cowardly, stubborn, lying, and deceitful. 

The Yahoos also  swim well,  which leads Gulliver to an adventure. 

One day,  the weather is so hot that he wants to go for a swim, so he asks the sorrel nag 

if he may go for a dip  in the river. 

The sorrel nag agrees. 
 

A young female Yahoo finds Gulliver so hot that she goes  running into the river to try 

and seduce him on the spot. 

Gulliver freaks out and yells. 
 

At the sight of his Houyhnhnm guard, she runs away. 
 

Gulliver is truly embarrassed, because this is the final proof he needs that he is, in
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fact,  a Yahoo. 
 

Gulliver has spent three years in Houyhnhnm Land and is ready to tell the reader a 

bit more about the Houyhnhnms. 

The Houyhnhnms do not understand the word "opinion" truly, because they are 

totally devoted to reason, and you can only have an opinion about something you do 

not know absolutely. 

It doesn't make sense to argue over something you can't know; the Houyhnhnms 

believe that you should respect other people's ideas without trying to dominate with 

your own. 

The Houyhnhnms are equally good  to their neighbors and strangers; they value 

friendship above all else. 

When a female Houyhnhnm has had a foal of each gender, a couple will stop 

producing children. This is to keep Houyhnhnm Land from becoming overpopulated. 

The rule is slightly relaxed for servant-class Houyhnhnms , who can have up to three 

kids  of each gender. 

The Houyhnhnms do not believe in mixing races, so a Houyhnhnm will only marry 

another Houyhnhnm of the same color. (For a discussion of race in Gulliver's Travels, 

check out our "Character Analyses" of the Houyhnhnms and the Yahoos.) 

The Houyhnhnms apply their rules of reason even to marriage, which is always 

arranged for a couple by their parents. Houyhnhnm couples are always faithful. 

The Houyhnhnms believe in equality of education for the sexes, since it's not rational 

to leave half the species knowing nothing except how to bear children. 

Children are strictly disciplined, with a restricted grass diet  and lots and lots of 

exercise. 

The Houyhnhnms have assemblies representing the whole nation every four years, 

where they check in to make sure everyone has all the supplies they need. 

If one Houyhnhnm couple has two  sons and another has two  daughters, they'll trade 

one to make sure that they have the set quantity of one boy and one girl. 

If one family has lost one or both children, another Houyhnhnm couple has to have a 

child to supply their loss. 

 
 

Chapter - 9
ht

tp
s:/

/sc
ho

olc
on

ne
cts

.in



11 / 15  

 

 

 

 

"A grand debate at the general assembly of the Houyhnhnms, and how it was  determined. 

The learning of the Houyhnhnms. Their buildings. Their manner of burials. The 

defectiveness of their language." 
 

 

The Houyhnhnms hold one of their four-year grand assemblies while Gulliver is 

there. 

They go back to an old debate: whether Yahoos should be wiped off the face  of the 
 

Earth. 
 

On the side  of "yes": they're disgusting and they have to be watched constantly to keep 

them from doing bad things. 

Also, Yahoos are not native to Houyhnhnm Land: a man and a woman arrived one 

day,  washed up on the shores of the island. 

The Houyhnhnms caught and tamed their children. 
 

The Master Horse speaks up to say, yes, it seems likely that these two  original Yahoos 

came from over the sea,  because the Master Horse has found one (Gulliver) who is a 

much better specimen of the Yahoo kind. 

The Master Horse tells  his fellows that, in Gulliver's land, Houyhnhnms are the 

servants and Yahoos are the rational animals. 

The Master Horse also  informs them about the human practice of castrating horses to 

make them less aggressive – why don't the Houyhnhnms try this method on young 

Yahoos of their own country? 

This way,  the Houyhnhnms could make the Yahoos more docile, which would mean 

they wouldn't need to kill them all. 

The Houyhnhnms don't write anything down; they rely on oral records for their 

history. 

They also  don't have much in the way of astronomy, except to measure months and 

years. 

They write beautiful poetry about friendship and in praise of their athletes. 
 

Unless they have some kind of accident, they only die of old age, usually at around 70 

or 75. 

All of their words for something bad are connected to Yahoos, so a poorly built house 

is ynholmhmrohlnw Yahoo, and a stone that cuts their feet,  ynlhmndwihlma Yahoo. 

 
 

Chapter - 10
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"The author's economy, and happy life, among the Houyhnhnms. His great improvement in 

virtue by conversing with them. Their conversations. The author has notice given him by his 

master, that he must depart from the country. He falls  into a swoon for grief; but submits. He 

contrives and finishes a canoe by the help of a fellow-servant, and puts to sea  at a venture." 
 

 

Gulliver is absolutely content: he has all the shelter (thanks, in part, to the building 

skills  of the sorrel nag), clothing, and clothes he needs, and he feels  completely calm 

and at peace. 

Gulliver has lots of nice friends among the Houyhnhnms; in fact,  he's proud that the 
 

Houyhnhnms sometimes say that he "trots like a horse" (4.10.4). 
 

Sadly,  one morning the Master Horse comes to see Gulliver and to tell him that the 

Houyhnhnms have voted that Gulliver must go away. They worry that such a smart 

Yahoo might encourage the other Yahoos to rise up and kill the Houyhnhnm's cattle. 

The Master Horse tells  Gulliver that he will be sorry to see him go – but he will have 

to. 

Gulliver is heartbroken at this news, so much so that he actual faints. 
 

The Master Horse gives  Gulliver two  months to finish his boat, which he builds with 

the help of the sorrel nag. 

Gulliver explores the coast with his telescope and finds a small island about three and 

a half miles away that he can reach in his boat. 

Finally, when the day  comes for Gulliver to leave, the Master Horse and his whole 

family come to see him off. 

Gulliver cries and kisses the hoof of the Master Horse. 
 

 
 

Chapter - 11 
 
 

"The author's dangerous voyage. He arrives at New  Holland, hoping to settle there. Is 

wounded with an arrow by one of the natives. Is seized and carried by force into a 

Portuguese ship. The great civilities of the captain. The author arrives in England." 
 

 

It is February 15, 1714. 
 

The Master Horse and his family keep watching Gulliver from the shore until he floats 

out of sight. 

The sorrel nag calls  to Gulliver to take care of himself.
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Gulliver hopes to find the island uninhabited, but still with enough resources to 

support him. 

He really doesn't want to return to the Yahoos. 
 

On the fourth day,  he sees  people – they are naked and sitting around a fire. 
 

He jumps into a canoe and rows away, but not before the people shoot his knee with a 

poisoned arrow, which leaves a scar. 

As Gulliver is rowing away as fast  as he can, he sees  a sail in the distance, from a 
 

European ship. 
 

Gulliver finally decides to go back to where he saw  the natives: he would rather hang 

around with them than with the European Yahoos. 

But, unfortunately, the ship's sailors land and stumble on Gulliver anyway. They 

address Gulliver in Portuguese, and he answers that he is a "poor Yahoo banished 

from the Houyhnhnms" (4.11.7). 

Gulliver tells  them that he is from England. 
 

Since the English and the Portuguese are not at war, he hopes they will not be mean to 

him. 

The sailors bring Gulliver aboard their ship, which is heading for Lisbon in Portugal. 

Gulliver meets the captain, Don Pedro de Mendez, who wants to know where Gulliver 

is from. He's  so distressed to be back among the Yahoos that he won't tell the captain – 

in fact,  he tries to throw himself into the sea  to swim away, but he is caught before he 

can. 

Don Pedro thinks Gulliver is lying at first, as he starts talking about Houyhnhnm land. 

Gulliver is confused at his doubt – it has been many years since Gulliver has heard a 

lie. 

Don Pedro makes Gulliver promise that he will not try to kill himself on the way 

home. 

Gulliver promises, and he also  tries not to talk  endlessly about how much he hates 

people now (though he can't help himself). 

They arrive at Lisbon, and Don Pedro insists that Gulliver stay  at his own house and 

borrow some clothes (again, over Gulliver's protests, since he's not used to thinking 

about style or fit any longer). 

After 10 days in Portugal, Don Pedro tells  Gulliver that it is his responsibility to go 

back home to his family.
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It would be impossible for Gulliver to find a solitary island to maroon himself on, but 

in his own home, he could be as much of a hermit as he wants to be. 

Gulliver grudgingly agrees, and heads back to his home. 
 

His wife  and children are delighted to see him, because they thought he was  dead. 

But Gulliver is disgusted: he is still having trouble looking at Yahoos. 

The thought that he had sex with one, his wife,  and brought three more Yahoos onto 

this earth, fills him with despair. 

In fact,  it's been five years since he's gotten back to England, and he can still barely 

stand to be in their presence. 

Gulliver has bought two  young stallions, which he keeps in a good  stable. He visits 

them and talks to them at least four  hours a day (!). 

 
 

Chapter - 12 
 
 

"The author's veracity. His design in publishing this work. His censure of those travellers who 

swerve from the truth. The author clears himself of any sinister ends in writing. An objection 

answered. The method of planting colonies. His native country commended. The right of the 

crown to those countries described by the author is justified. The difficulty of conquering 

them. The author takes his last  leave of the reader; proposes his manner of living for the 

future; gives  good  advice, and concludes." 
 

 

Gulliver claims that absolutely everything he has written is absolutely true. 
 

In fact,  he thinks it's a disgrace that so many travelers embroider or exaggerate their 

published accounts of their trips around the world. 

Gulliver's motto is: Nec si miserum Fortuna Sinonem/Finxit, vanum etiam, menacemque 

improba finget (4.12.3) – "Though Fortune has made Sinon wretched, she has not made 

him untrue and a liar." (citation: Robert Greenberg, Editor, Gulliver's Travels: An 

Annotated Text With Critical Essays. New  York: Norton, 1961, 256). In other words, 

though Gulliver is bummed about having left Houyhnhnm Land, he still refuses to lie 

about any of his experiences. 

The purpose of writing his memoirs is not to gain fame, but to share the superior 

example of the Houyhnhnms with the world. 

Gulliver has been warned that he must first relate his experiences to an English 

secretary of state in order to give England the opportunity of invading the lands he
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has visited. 
 

It wouldn't be profitable to try: the Lilliputians are too small to be worth it, the 

Brobdingnagians, too large and dangerous, and the Laputians, literally out of reach. 

While the Houyhnhnms are totally inexperienced with war, still, the English shouldn't 

invade them. 

The Houyhnhnms are smart, strong, and love  their country – they would figure out 

how to defend it quickly enough. 

In fact,  Gulliver wishes that the Houyhnhnms would come over and teach all of their 

virtues to the European Yahoos. 

A further reason why Gulliver doesn't want the Europeans to conquer the lands he 

has seen is because they don't seem to want to be conquered. 

Taking their lands against their will is cruel. 

So now, Gulliver is nearing the end of his tale. 

Gulliver is sitting in his garden thinking; he is instructing his family as best he can; he 

is applying the lessons of Houyhnhnm Land; he is looking at his face  in the mirror to 

get used to the features of Yahoos; and he is mourning the treatment of Houyhnhnms 

in England. 

Just this last  week (after five years home), Gulliver is able to let his wife  sit at dinner 

with him – at the far end of the table. 

What he really hates is not the bad qualities that Yahoos can't seem to escape. It's the 

pride they feel in themselves even though they are so disgusting, diseased, and 

detestable. 

The Houyhnhnms, who possess good  natures, are not proud, because they are born 

good,  and cannot help but be good. They don't need to congratulate themselves. 

The only way that Gulliver will ever be able to sit in the company of an English Yahoo 

again is if they avoid at least this one sin: the sin of pride. 
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