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CITATION

The Punjab Public School has led from the front as far
as re-opening the school after a long gap of eight
months is concerned. The way the Housemasters
/Housemistresses and Assistant Housemasters
/Assistant Housemistresses rose to the occasion and
lent a helping hand on all fronts assisted by the
Support Staff calls for a pat on the back. This
rigorously mammoth exercise with all safety
protocols in place could not have materialised
without the dynamic leadership and direction given
by Mr Ajay Singh. His resoluteness in the face of
adversity and having already taken the initiative to
open the remaining classes in a staggered manner
by April end calls for approbation. The credit for finetuning logistics goes to Mr Ankur Samuel Birkett,
Bursar who ensured things moved flawlessly and
parents were not put to any discomfort.

SHAURYA CHAKRA (POSTHUMOUS)
IC-76429H MAJOR ANUJ SOOD
THE BRIGADE OF THE GUARDS/
21ST BATTALION THE RASHTRIYA RIFLES
Date of Action - 29 APRIL 2020 - 03 MAY 2020
Major Anuj Sood had
been operating as a
Company Commander
in 21 Rashtriya Rifles in
Kupwara District of
Jammu & Kashmir.
On 01 May 2020, on
receiving information of
two terrorists in Watsar
Forest, he launched
operation to intercept
Maj. Anuj Sood
them. On spotting the
terrorists, the officer challenged them but the
terrorists fired back indiscriminately and escaped.
The officer restrained own fire and saved lives of
civilians stuck in the crossfire.
The terrorist’s location was re-established on 02 May
2020 at Chanjimula and the officer himself deployed
the close cordon at the suspected house. In an act of
conspicuous bravery, he along with Commanding
Officer and three others moved inside the target
house to evacuate civilian hostages. Unmindful of his
personal safety, the officer relentlessly fired upon
and pinned down hardcore terrorists resulting in
evacuation of three civilian hostages. In an attempt to
extricate the balance two civilian hostages, he
physically assaulted and injured one Local terrorist,
thus saving lives of the two hostages. During this
gallant act the officer sustained multiple gunshot
wounds and sacrificed his life.
For displaying conspicuous gallantry, extraordinary
valour and selfsacrifice, Major Anuj
Sood is awarded the

The recent accolades in the shape of PPS being
adjudged the “School with Best Infrastructure of the
Year” from the Punjab region at “National School
Awards 2020” and PPS being ranked No. 10 in
Education World India School Rankings (2020-21)
have raised the bar for the school. It is our collective
responsibility that we retain the present stature and
make concerted efforts for yet another giant leap.
Major Anuj Sood, 21 Rashtriya Rifles and a proud
Jumnite (J-0806), who was awarded SHAURYA
CHAKRA posthumously for displaying unparalleled
valour by laying down his life while fighting terrorists
in Handwara last year, was another moment of pride
for the school. A short but meaningful life is a lesson
for all of us that nation supersedes all considerations.
A detailed account of his astonishingly valorous
deed is given elsewhere in the present issue.
Finally, PPS taekwondo squad comprising eleven
players made it big at the 2nd MK Classic Open
International (Online) Taekwondo Championship in
December. They romped home with a haul of 11
medals–4 gold, 5 silver and 2 bronze. They deserve
kudos given they pulled off the feat during the
challenging times of the raging pandemic.
Wishing everyone a very happy and prosperous
2021!

“SHAURYA CHAKRA
(POSTHUMOUS)”.

–Editor
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Headmaster Mr Ajay Singh inspecting the guard of honour on the occasion of 72nd Republic Day

From the Headmaster's Desk

It fills my heart with joy unspeakable to share with everyone that we have been able to run the school
successfully so far after we re-opened the campus on November 18, 2020. Parental cooperation has given us
the requisite fillip to open the school for the remaining classes right from Class IV to VIII in a staggered fashion
by April end. The swearing-in for the student appointments on January 1, 2021 was long overdue and finally
materialised to the delight and satisfaction of everyone. I earnestly hope they will discharge their duties to the
best of their ability and in keeping with the standards expected of them.
Major Anuj Sood, 21 Rashtriya Rifles and a proud Jumnite (J-0806), who was awarded SHAURYA CHAKRA
posthumously for displaying unparalleled valour by laying down his life while fighting terrorists in Handwara
in May last year, is indeed a matter of pride for the entire PPS fraternity. I sincerely hope the present lot of
students wishing to join the armed forces in near future will take a cue from his life and lead their lives keeping
the national interest uppermost in their mind.
Finally, PPS being adjudged the “School with Best Infrastructure of the Year” from the Punjab region at
“National School Awards 2020” and PPS being ranked No. 10 in Education World India School Rankings
(2020-21) in December is a matter of great satisfaction. These accolades call for a more resolute and
concerted effort to take the school to even greater heights of glory and achievement.

(Ajay Singh)
Headmaster
The Punjab Public School
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PPS riders excel in Mohali HESA Horse Show
PPS riders enlisted their participation in Mohali HESA Horse Show organised
under the aegis of the Heritage Equestrian Sports Academy (HESA), Mohali
from November 7-8, 2020. They bagged a total of 10 medals‒4 gold, 4 silver 2
bronze medals. Besides, they participated in Phase-1 of the Regional
Equestrian League for their selection for the Junior National Equestrian
Championship (JNEC). More than 100 riders from across the country including
the likes of Sehaj Singh Virk and Gurshoba Singh took part in the event.
Mr Ajay Singh, Headmaster, The Punjab Public School complimented the riders
for their stupendous feat and expressed the hope they will continue to bring
glory to the school in time to come. He wished them the very best for the
upcoming events.
The following are their achievements :
House No.

Name

Achievement

J-00236
B-00346
J-00291

Gurkaranpreet Singh Nirman
Abhijot Singh
Anmoldeep Singh

J-00173

Yuvraj Singh Brar

R-00226

Kanwar Gulrussellpreet Singh

R-00472
J-00169

Jashandeep Singh Cheema
Kuljit Singh

1 gold medal in Fault & Out Jumping (Junior Group)
1 gold medal in Junior Jumping Normal
1 gold medal in Ride & Drive
1 silver medal in 1.10m Jumping
1 silver medal in Junior Jumping Normal
1 bronze medal Fault & Out Jumping
1 gold medal in Normal Jumping Group
1 silver medal in Fault & Out
1 bronze medal in Ride & Drive
1 silver medal in Ride & Drive
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PPS re-opens
Parents heave a sigh of relief

PPS re-opened finally on November 18, 2020 after an 8-month long uncertainty over life flowing back into old,
familiar grooves. The parents started pouring quite early in the morning. A little apprehensive about leaving
their wards on the campus with yet another spike in cases in the post-Diwali milieu, parents were in for a
pleasant surprise when they saw proper arrangements in place right from
sanitization booth to proper check-up in the School MI to sanitizing the
luggage to the allotment of specific spaces in the dormitories to their sons
and daughters. The Housemasters/Housemistresses and Assistant
Housemasters/Assistant Housemistresses did a commendable job in
instilling confidence into the parents. Convinced of the efficacy of the
arrangements and foolproof safety protocols, parents called upon
indecisive parents to follow suit for a better future for their wards. Speaking
about the pastoral care, mother of Shivam Virk, Head Boy complimented
Mr Ajay Singh, Headmaster, PPS for leading from the front and ensuring
things moved in a hassle-free manner. Dr Rakesh Alfred, Deputy
Headmaster and Dr Ankur Samuel Birkett, Bursar expressed gratitude to
the parents for reposing trust and supporting the school in these times of
monumental crisis. The role of support staff came in for a special praise who
went out of the way to lend a helping hand wherever required.
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Headmaster formally welcomes students back on campus
A social gathering was organised at the Tennis Courts on November
21, 2020 to formally welcome the students back on the campus
after an 8-month long gap. Shivam, Ekamveer, Jashanpreet and
Shehnoor shared their experiences on re-joining the school.
Karanbir and Ananya sang a song to entertain those present. The
students played some games as well. Speaking on the occasion, Mr
Ajay Singh narrated success stories of his old students. He
reiterated covid appropriated behaviour. He called upon the boys
and girls to be focused for the Board examinations. It is of
paramount importance to work hard and lead a disciplined life,
especially during crisis, he said. He also wished Dr Ankur Samuel
Birkett, Bursar, Sukhman Kaur and Anahat Dhanda a very happy
birthday by offering a rose to each of them. It was followed by dance
and dinner. Dr Rakesh Alfred, Deputy Headmaster, the
Coordinators, Housemasters and Assistant Housemasters, Senior
Boarding Houses were present.
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Guru Nanak Dev Jayanti
Guru Nanak Dev Jayanti was
celebrated at The Punjab Public
School with great fervour and
enthusiasm. Boys and girls
gathered in the Circular Lawn at
9.00 am. Ekamveer Singh, Deputy
Head Boy conducted the assembly.
Harneet Kaur and Aashmeet Kaur
threw light on the life and teachings of Sri Guru Nanak Devji in
English and Punjabi respectively. Karanbir Kaur recited Tuti ganthan
haar gopal and Rate ishq khudaye. Speaking on the occasion,
Mr Ajay Singh, Headmaster, The Punjab Public School stressed on
the need to revert back to the teachings of Guruji. He said how
relevant the concept of oneness of God is today when people are
fighting in the name of religion. Finally, everyone visited Gurudwara
Sahib in Sham Bagh and paid obeisance to the holy presence.

Children’s Day celebrations
Headmaster pitches for covid appropriate behaviour

PPS fraternity celebrated Children’s Day virtually on November 14, 2020. Everybody missed the usual
exuberance and ebullience which is evident every year. A relative lull notwithstanding, a host of teachers
made a video presence in a prelude to welcome the students back to school in November. A 20-minute
video put together messages from teachers and a collage of activities depicting the life at school during
the last academic session and recent achievements of our riders in the Mohali HESA Horse Show. Besides,
Pramita Ranu and Divyangna Moudgill expressed their thoughts in English and Hindi respectively. In his
message on the occasion, Mr Ajay Singh, Headmaster, PPS emphasised on wearing mask, hand hygiene
and social distancing. He said the children should make the behavioural changes an integral part of their
lives till we finally say goodbye to corona. Finally, Mr Mohit Joshi, Mr Sumit Sharma, Mr Dharam Dutt Vyas
and Mr Hitesh Gupta lent their mellifluous voice for Ruk Jana Nahi Tu Kahin Haar Ke.
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Festival Cricket Match
Staff registers thumping win
The festival cricket match was played
between staff and students on
November 30, 2020. The staff team
was led by Headmaster Mr Ajay Singh
and the students’ team was captained
by Head Boy Shivam Virk. The
proceedings got underway at 6.00 pm
at the Headmaster’s Green. The batting
and bowling were mutually decided. It
was a 12-over match. The staff team
batted first and put on board an
impressive score of 111 for 7. Mr Ajay
Singh contributed blistering 34 runs
off 38 balls. He batted till the tenth
over. He was supported in his efforts by
cricket coach Mr Gurmeet Sethi. The
duo of Shivam Virk and Mehul Maur
did their level best to restrict the staff team but
failed miserably. It was an uphill task for the
students to chase the target with an asking rate
of 9.3 per over. Shivam and Maninderpal were
the openers. They scored 29 in 3 overs when
Maninder lost his wicket. Shivam was the next to
go. With the captain’s departure, the students
were not able to firm up a stable partnership. The
blitzkrieg unleased by the staff was simply
unstoppable. With eight wickets down, it was left
to Kartikey and Harman to salvage some pride.
They managed to make it to 50 runs but it was
too late to repair the damage. Manav
contributed with a few boundaries here and
there. The lethal bowling by staff undid every
tactic and strategy adopted by the students. The
Headmaster’s haul of 5 wickets got the staff its
first 57-run win of the season. The commentators
comprised Ranjodh Singh, Tavish Sood,
Gurnoor Pahwa, Naina Bath and Chandan.
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Dumb charades, musical chairs, instrumental make a delightful evening
Every Saturday is devoted to an activity at PPS now. Boys and girls
look forward to it with a lot of anticipation as it involves an
opportunity to engender bonhomie and camaraderie and mutual
learning. On December 5, Dumb Charades and Musical Chairs

were organised. The students were segregated into
3 groups–Grade 12 (first), Ravi and Sutlej (second) and Beas and
Jumna (third). Each group was further divided into two sub-groups.
Boys and girls were given some chits with movie titles ranging from
War Dogs to Saggi Phull. One member of the sub-group was
supposed to pick a chit and make the other group guess the movie
by displaying his acting skills. This generated a lot of interest and the
atmosphere became simply electrifying. It provided glimpses of
some exceptional acting skills. It was followed by much awaited
Musical Chairs. It was absolutely
rollicking. Kartikey, Angrej and Simran
Kaur emerged winners. The students
played an instrumental “Pipeline”
originally by The Ventures. Vinayak on
electric guitar, Lakshjeet Singh on
acoustic guitar and Lakshay Sharma on
drums enthralled everyone. The
evening became special with Mr Greg
Ross singing “Proud Mary” by the band
CCR. Finally, Headmaster Mr Ajay Singh
sang a soulful Hindi number O Hansini
Meri Hansini to the delight of everyone
present. Dr Rakesh Alfred, Deputy
Headmaster and Dr Ankur Samuel
Birkett, Bursar were present on the
occasion.
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Lakshay emerges PPS Idol
Mr Joshi makes it memorable as Santa
PPS witnessed the grand finale of PPS Idol on December 25, 2020. The
initial round was organised on December 12 in which a total of 20
contestants took part. A total of 8 participants–Shreya Kaushik, Anushtha
Gupta, Naina Bath, Vinayak Vyas, Karanbir Kaur Mann, Lakshjeet Singh,
Ananya and Lakshay Sharma made it to the final round. The distinguished
panel of judges comprised Rajinder Nagle (Daly College, Indore),
Babrickvir Singh (Pinegrove School, Subathu) and Ritesh K Bhattacharya
(Convent of Jesus & Mary, Waverley, Mussoorie). Finally, Lakshay Sharma

emerged the winner. Lakshjeet
S i n g h w a s t h e Ru n n e r- U p
followed by Shreya Kaushik and
Vinayak Vyas who shared the slot
for the 1st Runner-Up.
Headmaster Mr Ajay Singh and
First Lady Ms Anamika Singh
presided over the proceedings.
Speaking on the occasion, Mr
Singh complimented the
participants for their efforts. He
conveyed Christmas greetings to
the student community and
impressed on them the need to
lead a meaningful life by doing
acts of goodness. Mr Mohit Joshi,
Commerce Master was the
cynosure of all eyes as he essayed
yet another avatar of Santa. He
distributed toffees and
chocolates to students.
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PPS taekwondo squad sets standards
Eleven (11) students from PPS took
part in the 2nd MK Classic Open
International (Online) Taekwondo
Championship-2020 from
December 4-6, 2020. They a
bagged a total of 11 medals–4 gold,
5 silver and 2 bronze. It was a
challenging competition which
enlisted the participation of
professionals from Iran, Indonesia,
France, Venezuela, Nepal, Ukraine,
Armenia, Kuwait, Ireland, Tunisia, Sri
Lanka, Malaysia, Thailand,
Cambodia, Colombia, Uzbekistan,
Costa Rica and Kazakhstan. The
eminent panel of judges comprised
Chea Sarath (Cambodia),
Ferdiansyah (Indonesia), Bishow Raj
Bayung Rai (Nepal), S Kothandan
and W Rajeswar Meitei (India).

The following are their achievements:

Mr Ajay Singh, Headmaster, The
Punjab

Public

School

House No.

Name

Achievement

J-00560

Aastha Vyas

Gold

S-00225

Sehajvir Kaur

Silver

expressed the hope they would

S-00216

Muskan Garg

Gold

continue to take part in such

R-00260

Lakshjeet Singh

Gold

competitions in future as well.

S-00449

Sanyam Thukral

Bronze

Besides, he congratulated Mr

R-00141

Pranav Mittal

Silver

Dharam Dutt Vyas, Taekwondo

R-00208

Adit Sehgal

Gold

S-00348

Ranjodh Singh

Bronze

J-00219

Vinayak Vyas

Silver

14 June 2020 under the aegis of

S-00361

Lakshay Sharma

Silver

World Taekwondo Headquarters

B-00421

Akshit Malhotra

Silver

Kukkiwon, South Korea.

complimented the students on
their stupendous feat and

Coach who successfully
completed the KUKKIWON’s 2nd
Dan Taekwondo Promotion Test on
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The Millennium School Virtual Conference-2020
Accelerating the Transition to Sustainability

Six (6) students‒Arpit Singh, Chandan, Gursimran Kaur,
Manveer Kaur, Deepam Garg and Lakshit Bansal along with RS
Rep participated in the Virtual Round Square Conference
hosted by The Millennium School, Dubai from October 28-29,
2020. The theme of the conference was “Accelerating the
transition to sustain ability”.
Dr Bhaskar Vira, Head, Department of Geogrpahy, University
of Cambridge, the founder Director of the Conservation
Research Institute at Cambridge and a fellow of Fitzwilliam
College was the keynote speaker on Day-1 of the conference.
Dr Vira’s speech on environmental sustainability made a huge
impact on everyone. The statistics given by him on
environmental degradation was an eye-opener. He focused
on ways to sustain the physical and biological surroundings we
live in. It was followed by barazas. The issue at hand was
discussed in detail. The delegates played a few games as well.
The final day of the conference began with an overview. Ms
Habiba Al Marashi was the second keynote speaker. She spoke
on a host of issues including recycling, afforestation and
COVID appropriate behaviour. It was followed by cultural
performances by the participating schools. Manveer Kaur
(PPS) performed Punjabi folk dance. It was followed by the
second baraza. They discussed the main points of the keynote
address. The students shared the best practices in their
respective schools. There was an adventure activity as well. The
last keynote address by Mr Robert Charles Swan, OBE, FRGS,
the first person in the history to walk to both north and south
pole was an uplifting one. It was followed by the last baraza. Ms
Rajbir Sandhu presided over the closing ceremony. Finally, the
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school choir sang a song that showed their
love towards the earth. The Vice
Headmistress declared the conference
closed.

Virtual session on International Day for Persons with Disabilities
A virtual session on the International
Day for Persons with Disabilities was
hosted by SAI International School,
Orissa on December 21, 2020. Many
schools from around the world
participated in the event. It was an

interactive session with activities in art, sign
language and a quiz. The keynote speaker was
Dr Sruti Mohapatra, Inclusion Expert, TEDx
Speaker and Disability Rights Activist. The
participants got to know different facts related to
the theme and were sensitized about the gifted
people. Twelve (12) students–Ekamveer Singh,
Sahilpreet Singh, Hardik Singla, Inderpreet Tayal,
Brijeshwar Pal Singh, Harsh Verma, Kanishk Goyal,
Bhavyadeep Singh Degha, Shubhkarman Singh,
Ridhmann Arora, Deepam Garg and Danveer
Singh Cheema along with Ms Tanuja Singh
participated in it.
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Literary Section
Reminiscing the culinary stories from hostel days
Whenever I connect with one of my friends from Punjab Public School, Nabha –the boarding school I attended,
the topic of hostel mess, where we had many affairs with the food, comes naturally to us. Usually, hostlers
–wherever you go hold endless complaints about food they are served but our hostel mess always had good
stories for us - so engrossing that we rarely missed our own home’s food.
It may have been nearly two decades since I bid my adieu to this school but all memories still swim in the fresh
waters. As all students were divided into four houses, named after Indian rivers –we had to first lineup house
wise for every meal outside the mess. Stepping in, a riot of flavours in the air greeted us and we headed straight
to the fixed spots assigned to each one of us. The start and end of the meals were punctuated with two different
English prayers –seeming from Shakespeare’s time, and our teachers too dined with us, taking the head seats
on every table.
We knew our culinary stories for each day as menus remained bolted but we desperately waited for our
favourite meal days, which melt away my mouth even today. The chefs there, mostly from Himachal Pradesh,
truly had some rare magic in their hands. Their Rajma –paneer with rice, every Monday and Wednesday; Curry
with rice every Thursday; Aloo –Puri every Sunday certainly carried the best tastes in the world. The simple
desserts that came along every other day from custard and kheer to suji halwa gave a heavenly treat to our
tongues. The paranthas in the mornings seemed as if made by our loving grandmothers. Every last Saturday
night of the month spoiled us more as we got European dinner, dotted with soups, bread rolls, boiled
vegetables and a dessert that seemed so foreign to us.
Interestingly, as some would also get large ghee jars from home, our kindness always ballooned towards them,
and in return their ghee kept flowing in our meals too. If anyone would be absent for some reason, the closest
friend would grab his share, though at times, disputes danced.
Our exhilaration however didn’t sing only in the mess but also during the evening tea breaks, where irresistible
delicacies followed us again - every evening a different treat. Cold sandwiches on Mondays and Patties on
Wednesdays’ crackled joy like no other but on Saturdays it would get amusing as we also filled large pockets of
our sports shorts with little samosas, not caring at all for the oily mess. But for a reason! As every Saturday was
also a movie night for us in the grand school auditorium, we gathered samosas as snacks for the movie. Seems
comical today but what a joy they gave us as we quietly nibbled on them in the dark, and I am often reminded of
them whenever I eat samosas anywhere.
Once my parents with some relatives also dined in the same mess and even many years later, whenever they
talk about it, it excites their hearts. After all, if an old adage is to be believed, ‘the way to a man’s heart is through
his stomach’, and our hostel chefs certainly knew the route best. Lucky we, whose hearts, they kept exciting for
many years. Their magic is what we all miss!
–Rameshinder Singh Sandhu
(First published in The Hindustan Times in its Spice of
Life column on December 8, 2020 and the writer is an
Old Nabhaites (ICSE 2004, J-0441)

J-00503 Gurleen Kaur, VI Cambridge
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Fashion Dieting

Phoenix
The sky is her playground,
Her home is now the sun,
Abandoning the doubts, fears and lies,
Leaving behind a pyre of shattered hopes,
To rule the eternal skies,
For like a Phoenix;
From her ashes–she’ll rise.

‘Fashion Diet’ is something about which we don’t
hear or discuss very often but carries great
significance. A fashion diet is when you put some
limits on your shopping like clothes, accessories
and other items of fashion.
In the modern world, people are competing with
one another in terms of fashion. A person who can
afford brands and numerous clothes are deemed to
be fit for society. People’s clothing is influenced by
what celebrities and other famous people wear.
Celebrities spend millions of rupees on a single
piece of clothing which is leading people into
vanity. Spending a prodigious amount of money on
clothes, not only makes people vain but is also
detrimental to the social system.

‘He’ gave her the gift of life,
Life is what, but an unending strife,
It has given her scars,
And those scars have made her wise,
For like a Phoenix;
From her ashes–she’ll rise.
To reach the heaven you have to walk through hell,
Countless difficulties do befall,
Obstacles are nothing but blessings in disguise,
Every triumph needs a hundred tries,
For like a Phoenix;
From her ashes–she’ll rise.

Mahatma Gandhi, at one point, started wearing very
simple clothes so that he could understand the
poor people, which serves as a great example to the
people of contemporary times. We have people in
our country who can hardly afford any clothing.
These poor people cannot even arrange proper
meals. On the other hand, we have people who
spend a humongous amount of money on fashion.
This is what leads to the social and economic
differences among people. Absolute equality
cannot be achieved, but the gap between the poor
and the rich can be minimized, and it can only be
done when people stop wasting their money on
such nugatory items.

Unafraid of the scorching fire,
She burned herself in the pyre,
Then arose to the sky in all her glory,
To write another chapter of her story,
She was chaos and beauty intertwined:
A tornado of roses from the divine,
Vanquishing all barriers and shattering all chains,
For she had fire flowing in her veins,
Soaring up to the sun with freedom new bound,
The destiny of a queen uncrowned,
With fire in her soul and dreams in her eyes,
Like a Phoenix;
From her ashes–she’ll rise and rise!

In the world of branded, labelled and designer
clothes, handmade clothes by ordinary people
have lost value. Because of this reason, a large
number of people faced unemployment after the
industrial revolution. If the people resolve to
convert simple clothes into fashion, a lot of social
problems would be solved. Poor people will get
jobs and will be able to earn their livelihood. It will
help in eradicating poverty to some extent.

–J-00552 Pramita Ranu, XII-C

Though the term ‘Fashion Diet’ denotes limiting
shopping but much more can be added to this, and
a movement can be started. This can help in saving
the people from conceit, bring back the traditional
system of simple living and eliminate the social
problems existing in the present society.
–Dilasha Malhi, XII-C

J-00503 Gurleen Kaur, VI Cambridge
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Our Farm

My Family

Our farm, our lovely, lovely farm

My family is my light

Is our charm.

My family is bright

The windy winds blowing

My family is my strength

We will all keep going

My family is my life

Into the farms and

A gift of God

Into the fields.

Neither to sell, nor to buy

Happy moods and with stress shields

But to fly.

The green crops and

–Charvi Sharma, V-B

The rain drops
The sparkling pearls
On the leaves curled

With a smile…

It looks like heaven–
Our heaven.

I know that sometimes
My spirits are down
Through troubled times
I don’t feel like I am accomplishing
something,
Like a powerful magnet
I feel lazy and stagnant.

The evening is peaceful
The sun is beautiful
With the birds chirping
For the food searching…
Then the sun sets
And our day ends

But sometimes we need that
time of doing nothing.
It is real, and so sighing,
to regain a grip on who I am
and how I feel
That’s like a heart with nothing
to conceal.

But our life is ahead
In our lovely farms!!
–J-00518 Ishmeet Kaur, VII-E

My Perfect Dad

And wakes a vague unpunctual star
When I behold from afar,
I know the trick–
Is by allowing ourselves to let
go for a while
To handle a dense fog of life
With a smile…

I love you dad and I want you to know
I feel your love wherever I go.
You did not say no to me for anything
Even if it was a costly thing.
You stopped me from bad.
How sweet of you dad!
Whenever I am sad, you make me glad
As you are my great dad.

People will talk to your face,
behind your back; deal with smile
‘Cause my life is not a dream.
My dreams are my life
They ask what is your motivation.
It is my dad’s pride and my
Mom’s smile.

Whenever I miss you,
I want to kiss you.
Your wisdom has shown me the way
I am thankful to you every day.
I can’t tell you enough how important you are
In my universe, you are a star.
–Jujharvir Singh Regal, VII

–J-00526 Parinaz Kaur, VIII-D
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Books

Flowers

Books are fun

I am a flower

for everyone!

I am a flower

Books are nice,

Tall and slim

They make us wise.

Ever fragrant

Books are forever

Always sweet

They make us clever.

Big and small

Books are always right

In a street.

They make us bright.

Flowers of every colour,

Books are beautiful

Of every colour, of every colour

They make us skillful.

They also have a season to grow,

Books are stars

To grow, to grow.

They will take us far.

In spring season, one can sow

Books are the best

They grow, they grow.

They contain everything like a nest

God's best creation are these flowers

Books will make us successful

Can spread fragrance every hour.

They will make us blissful.
–R-00444 Shreya, IV

Books will help us fly
In the sky!
–Vainavi Dubey

Fruits
Fruits, fruits, fruits
Sweet, sour fruits

My Family

Apple is red
It gives me vitamin C

My family is my love

And makes my blood.

The head of our family is my father

Banana is yellow

My mother takes care of our family

It gives me fibre

My home is a jolly place.

And makes me strong.

When I was just a little child,

Grapes are green

I began to see

It gives me nutrition

I had a special family

And makes me healthy.

Which is always with me

Oh, my little fruits!

I love, I love my family.

Thank you all for
Making me healthy.

–R-00444 Shreya, IV

–J-00560 Aastha Vyas, IV
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Honours & Awards
PPS Headmaster makes it to CampusCare EdTalks
Mr Ajay Singh, Headmaster, The Punjab Public School was invited as a speaker for
CampusCare EdTalks on Entab CampusCare YouTube Channel on December 22,
2020. Entab is a leader in School ERP, CRM and Mobile Apps. He spoke on the
theme “Understanding and Dealing with Angry Teens”. He emphasised the need
to understand teen issues, especially in the backdrop of the challenging times we
live in. Besides, he brought into sharp focus the critical role a teacher needs to
play to bridge the gap between pre and post-pandemic world as far as care for
children is concerned. He expressed the hope things will soon limp back to
normal.

National School Awards 2020
PPS adjudged School with Best Infrastructure of the Year
In a virtual event held on December 30, The Punjab Public School was adjudged
the School with Best Infrastructure of the Year from the Punjab region at “National
School Awards 2020”. It was the 3rd edition of “National School Awards (NSA)”.
Receiving the award, Mr Ajay Singh expressed satisfaction at the recognition and
expressed the hope the school will make it to other categories as well in the next
edition.

PPS Headmaster pitches for proactive approach for implementing NEP
Mr Ajay Singh, Headmaster, The Punjab Public School was one of the keynote speakers during a 2-day Virtual
National Conference organised from December 22-23, 2020 by Amity University, Uttar Pradesh on the theme
“Best Practices for Educational and Vocational Guidance for Career Progression”. The overriding theme was
“Strategies for Implementation of National Education Policy 2020 for Schools and Student Progression”. Mr
Singh emphasised on providing multiple pathways to students so that they are future-ready in keeping with
the provisions of the education policy. Prof (Dr) Balvinder Shukla, Vice Chancellor, Amity University, Uttar
Pradesh was the man behind the novel initiative. It aimed at bringing together stakeholders like policymakers, school principals, school owners, representatives of various education boards and distinguished
leaders from the field of education on a common platform for exchange of views and extensive deliberations
on implementation of the National Education Policy. Besides, there were panel discussions and deliberations
on various sub-themes.
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PPS ranked No. 10 in EW India School Rankings (2020-21)
The 14th Annual Education World India School Rankings survey concluded in
December has ranked The Punjab Public School, Nabha No. 10. A sample
respondents’ database of 11,368 SEC (socio-economic category) ‘A’ parents,
educationists, principals, teachers and senior school students in 28 cities and
education hubs across India were interviewed to rate the country’s Top 2,000
schools on 14 parameters of education excellence. The massive exercise was
undertaken in association with C fore, Delhi. PPS made a total score of 1219. The
parameters included teacher welfare & development, competence of faculty,
academic reputation, co-curricular education, sports education, life skills
education, individual attention to students, leadership/management quality,
parental involvement, infrastructure provision, internationalism, special needs
education, value for money and community service. On receiving the award, Mr Ajay Singh, Headmaster, PPS
attributed the rankings to the students, teachers and the management whose concerted efforts over the years
have paved the way for tall standing of PPS in the comity of schools in the country. He said the ranking has
raised the bar to perform better next time.

Computer teacher at PPS bags IT Guru Award
Mr Lovkesh Singh Vermani, Computer Teacher, PPS was given IT Guru Award by
Edunext, New Delhi on December 28, 2020. He bagged this award for his
innovative ideas as far as flip-learning in the classroom is concerned. His
contribution motivated students and helped them catch up with everyday
lessons. Besides, his research paper on e-learning was published in an
international journal “International Research Journal of Engineering and
Technology (IRJET)”.

AFS Cultural Exchange
Under the aegis of the American Field Service (AFS), PPS welcomed Clara Perret on
its campus on December 17, 2020. She hails from Bernay, Eure, France. She is on a
10-month cultural exchange. Clara will explore the Punjabi culture and also learn
Hindi. Mr Ajay Singh (Headmaster), Mr Mukul Singh Gautam, Ms Swarjot Kaur, Ms
Ishmeet Singh and Ms Sapna Gill (host teacher) were present for the brief ceremony
organised in the Girls' Boarding House for the purpose.
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Oath Taking Ceremony
A long-awaited Oath Taking Ceremony for the Academic
Session (2020-21) finally materialised on January 1, 2021. In a
special assembly convened for the purpose, the school
appointments were led into the Pavate Hall by Mr Ajay Singh,
Headmaster, The Punjab Public School. It was a sight to behold
as the appointments were named and their citations read out
to the delight of all present including parents who could make
it for the momentous occasion. They were given Certificates of
Leadership. Speaking on the occasion, Mr Singh enumerated
seven qualities which a leader must have. These include
resilience, flexibility, communication, courage, humility,
presence and responsibility or accountability. A true leader is
always resilient in the face of adversities. He takes every
challenge in his stride. He should be flexible as the grass which
is not rattled while facing the strong currents of wind. He
s h o u l d c u l t i v at e a d a p t a b i l i t y i n h i s p e r s o n a l i t y.
Communication refers to the art of connecting with the led and
the ability to reach out. He should have the knack of
persuasion. Courage, a grossly misunderstood term, refers
more to the ability to stand up to any wrong and the ability to
do the right thing at the right time. It also means to stand alone
to the ridicule of the zealots. Determination and patience are
other manifestations of it. Humility does not imply
subservience but acting realistically without being snobbish.
Presence is the strength of character. A leader’s very presence
speaks of his work ethics. He means business. Responsibility or
accountability are his hallmark. Besides, Mr Singh wished
everyone a very happy and prosperous 2021. The proceedings
concluded with the singing of the national anthem.

Student Appointments (2020-21)
Designation

House No.

Name

Head Boy
Head Girl
Deputy Head Boy & Round
Square Captain
Deputy Head Girl
Academics Captain
Welfare Captain
Cultural Activity Captain
Sports Captain (Boys)
Sports Captain (Girls)
Beas House Captain
Jumna House Captain
Ravi House Captain
Sutlej House Captain
Girls Captain & MUN Captain
Girls Deputy Captain
School Prefect
School Prefect
School Prefect
School Prefect

R-00190
J-00194
J-00241

Shivam Virk
Dilasha Malhi
Ekamveer Singh Ghuman

S-00115
J-00552
B-00378
J-00083
S-00178
B-00090
B-00523
J-00184
R-00307
S-00179
B-00349
J-00242
B-00088
R-00320
R-00126
S-00351

Chhavi Bansal
Pramita Ranu
Harshit Garg
Shreya Kaushik
Mehakdeep Singh Mangat
Jashanpreet Kaur
Ankit Goyal
Sahilpreet Singh Benipal
Inderpreet Tayal
Nikhil Gupta
Mehreen Sidhu
Shehnoor Kaur
Pallavpreet Singh
Kartikey Singh
Hargun Singh Heir
Harshit Kumar
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PPS celebrates 72nd Republic Day
The 72nd Republic Day was celebrated at The Punjab Public School,
Nabha with great enthusiasm. All the three wings of the NCC were in
attendance. The proceedings got underway with the arrival of Mr Ajay
Singh at the Headmaster’s Green at 9.00 am. He unfurled the national tricolour to the delight of everyone present and inspected the guard of
honour. The scene shifted to the Pavate Hall. Pramita Ranu danced to the
tune of soulful Ae Meri Zameen Afsos Nahin. Sevak Singh Ghuman and
Kanishk expressed their thoughts on the relevance of the day in English
and Hindi respectively. The rendition of Sare Jahan Se Achcha and We
shall overcome by the school choir lent a different feel to the milieu.
Speaking on the occasion, Mr Ajay Singh threw light on the relevance of
the day and spoke at length on the women achievers in the recent past
who did the country proud internationally. Besides, he made a mention
of Major Anuj Sood, 21 Rashtriya Rifles and a proud Jumnite (J-0806)

who was awarded SHAURYA
CHAKRA posthumously for
displaying unparalleled valour by
laying down his life while fighting
terrorists in Handwara in May last
year. The function concluded with
the singing of national anthem.
Finally, a Nukkad Natak outside the
auditorium conveyed effectively the
message of women empowerment.
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Virtual Open Intra-School MUN

The Punjab Public School conducted its
first ever Virtual Open Intra-School MUN on
November 15, 2020. The agenda of the
committee was ‘Addressing the Situation in
Kashmir’. The committee was the United
Nations Security Council which comprised
of 20 countries out of which five countries
enjoyed Observer status. The committee
successfully passed three moderated
caucuses with the topics being Revocation
of Article 370 and its consequences, Statesponsored terrorism and fear of nuclear

war, Shortcomings in the past which have led to the present
situation in Kashmir. After four sessions of deliberations and
discussions, the committee successfully passed its resolution.
All affairs of the MUN were managed by the members of the
Executive Board which included Secretary-General (Mehreen
Sidhu), Chairperson (Simrandeep Singh), Deputy Chairperson
(Chhavi Bansal) and the Director (Pramita Ranu). The MUN was
organized and supervised by Dr Varinder Johal (School MUN
Co-ordinator).

Result
1. Best Delegate
2. Outstanding Delegate
3. Special Mention
4. Best Position Paper
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– United States of America
(B-00558 Kanishk Goyal)
– Islamic Republic of Pakistan
(J-00290 Arpit Singh)
– French Republic
(S-00465 Chandan)
– Japan
(J-00325 Gurshan Singh)

Sports Colours (2019-20)
In a special assembly convened
on January 1, boys and girls were
given Sports Colours for having
excelled in various games and
sports for the Academic Session
(2019-20). Speaking on the
occasion, Mr Ajay Singh
eulogized the students for their
contribution to various games
and sports. He said sports play a
key role in the development of an
all-round personality.

Name of Sports

House No.

Name

Athletics (Girls)
Athletics (Boys)
Badminton (Boys)
Basketball (Boys)
Hockey (Boys)
Hockey (Girls)
Cricket (Boys)
Shooting (Boys)
Shooting (Girls)
Tennis (Boys)
Riding (Girls)
Riding (Boys)
Football (Boys)
Taekwondo (Boys)
Swimming (Boys)
Swimming (Girls)
Squash (Boys)
Volleyball (Boys)

S-00256
B-00088
S-00114
S-00179
J-00088
B-00090
R-00190
R-00099
B-00349
R-00016
R-00097
J-00206
J-00423
R-00320
B-00523
J-00082
R-00168
J-00241

Jashanpreet Kaur
Pallavpreet Singh
Maninder Singh
Nikhil Gupta
Gurkirat Singh Bhandohal
Jashanpreet Kaur
Shivam Virk
Ishwar Singh
Mehreen Sidhu
Aditya Duggal
Gursimran Kaur
Harman Randhawa
Harmanjot Singh Benipal
Kartikey Singh
Ankit Goyal
Kamalpreet Kaur
Harveer Singh Sarao
Ekamveer Singh Ghuman
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Welcome/Orientation Programme for Prayaas 2.0
A Welcome/Orientation Programme for Prayaas 2.0 was organized on
January 31, 2021. Thirty-one (31) students, who registered for the project
this year, attended the event along with their parents (Support Staff of the
school). The proceedings got underway with Ekamveer Singh and Shreya
Kaushik giving a brief introduction of the programme. It was followed by a
short video on Prayaas 1.0 (2018) under the headship of Dr Jagpreet Singh.
The audience were informed about Prayaas 2.0. There was a cultural
programme by the children of Saabjis. Mr Ajay Singh, Headmaster,
Mr Ankur Birkett, Bursar and RS Rep distributed welcome kits to the
children. Rajesh Saabji (Senior Ravi House) shared his experience of Prayaas
1.0. Speaking on the occasion, Mr Ajay Singh complimented the efforts of
Prayaas Club in providing succour to the children who need it the most. The
function concluded with national anthem.
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Round Square
PPS students participate in Postcard session

A Postcard session was hosted by The Hyderabad Public School,
Begumpet on December 30, 2020 from 11.30am to 1.00 pm. The
theme was ‘Count Your Blessings’. The host students shared a
motivational presentation with
ideas about the benefits of
positive affirmations in helping us
respond with thankfulness to the
universe and invited participants
to take a self-help Quiz. In advance
of the call, participants were asked
to contribute an image each, with a
short message, representing one
example of how the Covid-19
pandemic has helped them to
count the blessings in their lives.
Ekamveer Singh, Kartikey Singh,
Pramita Ranu, Simrandeep Singh
Gill, Aditya Duggal, Manjot Kaur
and the RS Rep took part in the
event.
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Glimpses
Tree plantation on NCC Day on November 27, 2020
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Results
Open Public Speaking Competition
(2020-21)

The Punjab Public School, Nabha
Online Hindi Declamation for Middle Houses
Date: -30.10.20

Middle Houses

Result Sheet
H.No
S00518
B00558
S00506

Name of the Participant Total Score
Shirin Randhawa
111
Kanishk Goyal
104
Vainavi Dubey
102.5

Position
1
2
3

The Punjab Public School, Nabha
Online Open Hindi Poetry Recitation for Middle Houses
Date: -30.10.20
Result Sheet
H.No

Name of the Participant

B00558 Kanishk Goyal
S00316 Savreet Kaur
J00502 Keerat Kaur

House No. Name

Position

J-00325

Gurshan Singh Shergill

First

S-00506

Vainavi Dubey

First

B-00372

Prateet Dhillon

Third

Open Public Speaking Competition
(2020-21)
Senior Houses
House No.

Name

Total Score

Position

J-00552

Pramita Ranu

107.5
102
100

1
2
3

J-00548

Shivesh Mehta

Second

B-00529

Rubalpreet Kaur

Second
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Position
First
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vkWuykbu vksiu fgUnh dkO; mPpkj.k
izfr;ksfxrk&2020
vkWuykbu fgUnh dkO; mPpkj.k izfr;ksfxrk dk vk;kstu 7
uoacj] 2020 dks fd;k x;kA bl izfr;ksfxrk esa d{kk
vkBoha o ukSoha ds fon~;kfFZk;ksa us Hkkx fy;kA lkekftd
ifjos'k ls tqMah izsj.kknk;d dforkvksa dks gh bl
izfr;ksfxrk esa 'kkfey fd;k x;kA bl izfr;ksfxrk esa
dfu"d] iyd] dhjr] vjeku] iz.k;] okfjltksr] lojhr
vkSj euohj us Hkkx fy;kA fofHkUu dfo;ksa ds n~okjk jfpr
dforkvksa dks bu izfr;ksfx;ksa us viuh ok.kh iznku dhA

vkWuykbu vksiu fgUnh okd~

Nk=&Nk=kvksas dk iz;kl iz'kaluh; jgkA vkWuykbu eap ij

izfr;ksfxrk&2020

vkdj cksyuk vklku ugha gksrk ijUrq gekjs lkjs

vkWuykbu vksiu fgUnh okd~ izfr;ksfxrk dk vk;kstu 30

izfr;ksfx;ksa dk vkRe&fo'okl ljkguh; FkkA

vDVwcj 2020 dks fd;k x;kA bl izfr;ksfxrk esa d{kk vkBoha
izfr;ksfxrk ds lapkyu dk dk;ZHkkj dj.kchj dkSj us

o ukSoha ds fon~;kfFZk;ksa us Hkkx fy;kA lHkh izfr;ksfx;ksa dks

laHkkykA fu.kkZ;d e.My ds lnL; Fks& Jh 'kkfgn vgen]

vyx&vyx fo"k; fn, x, FksA vkWuykbu eap ij fon~;kFkhZ
dks mlh fo"k; ij vius foPkkj izLrqr djus FksA bl

Jhefr fuf/k vkSj Jhefr jsuw 'kekZA

izfr;ksfxrk esa dfu"d] gjflejr] xqj'kku] vjeku] gjeu]
izfr;ksfxrk dk ifj.kke dqN bl izdkj jgk& 100 vadksa ds

n{k] oS.koh vkSj f'kjhu us Hkkx fy;kA lHkh izfr;ksfx;ksa us cM+s

lkFk dhjr dkSj r`rh; LFkku ij] 102 vadksa ds lkFk lojhr

lqUnj <ax ls vius fo"k;ksa dks Jksrkvksa ds lEeq[k izLrqr fd;kA
fdlh Hkh Hkk"kk esa vius fopkj izLrqr djuk ,d dyk gSA Hkk"kk

dkSj f}rh; LFkku ij vkSj 107-5 vadksa ds lkFk dfu"d

ij oDrkvksa dh etcwr idM+ gh fo"k; dks izHkko'kkyh cukrk
izFke LFkku ij jgkA

gSA Nk=&Nk=kvksa dk ;gh iz;kl iz'kaluh; FkkA
izfr;ksfxrk ds lapkyu dk dk;ZHkkj yf{kr tSu us laHkkykA

fuf/k

yf{kr ds dk;Zdze dk lapkyu iz'kalk ds ;ksX; FkkA fu.kkZ;d

¼fgUnh foHkkx½

e.My ds lnL; Fks& Jh 'kkfgn vgen] Jherh fuf/k rFkk
Jherh jsuw 'kekZA
izfr;ksfxrk dk ifj.kke dqN bl izdkj jgk& 112-5 vadksa ds
lkFk oS.koh r`rh; LFkku ij] 104 vadksa ds lkFk dfu"d f}rh;
LFkku ij vkSj 111 vadksa ds lkFk f'kjhu izFke LFkku ij jghA
fuf/k ¼fgUnh foHkkx½
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Farm Protests
Farmers form the backbone of the country as the food we eat is grown by them. We will starve if they do not
work in the fields. The government rushed through three contentious farm laws which it intends foist on the
farming community. The farmers, especially of Punjab and Haryana started a massive protest against these
laws to have them repealed. The three laws are:
(1) Farmers (Empowerment & Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance & Farm Services Act
(2) Farmers’ Produce Trade & Commerce (Promotion & Facilitation) Act and
(3) Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act
Farmers from across the country are leaving for New Delhi to show solidarity. Many celebrities have also
joined hands. The farmers had a tough time as the police tried to stop them. They used water cannons and
lobbed tear gas shells but they braved all ordeals quietly. We should be grateful to them.
Jai Jawan, Jai Kian!
–S-00374 Gurpahul Singh Chahal,
VII-A
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