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Foreword

/-‘?‘v Blall
Prof. (Dr.) Rose Varghese

Former Vice -Chancellor, National University

of Advanced Legal Studies Kochi.

Director, School of Law, KIIT Deemed to be University, Bhubaneswar

[ Formerly, Dean , Faculty of Law, JMI , Central University, New Delhi &
Director, (Academics), Ramaiah College of Law, Bangalore.]

The journey of any republic is defined by the resilience and adaptability of its
foundational document. For India, a nation of unparalleled diversity and
complexity, that document is the Constitution — a magnificent articulation of
democratic aspirations, social justice and fundamental rights. Yet, the true
measure of constitutionalism lies not just in its elegant text, but in its daily
engagement with the shifting sands of contemporary life. This timely and
insightful volume steps boldly into that crucible.

In a rapidly evolving global and national landscape, constitutionalism in India is
facing unprecedented challenges and undergoing profound re-interpretations.
From the complex interplay between fundamental rights and security
imperatives, to the evolution of federal dynamics in a centralizing world and
the Judiciary's role as the ultimate arbiter of constitutional morality, the issues
confronting us today demand rigorous scrutiny and nuanced discussion.

This book, Constitution of India: Evolving Constitutionalism and
Contemporary Changes in India precisely provides that.

The authors of the Chapters included in the book have masterfully woven
together the enduring principles of the Constitution with the pressing realities of
the 21st-century India.

| appreciate the editors of the book, Dr. Naseema. P. K. and Dr. Rifat Khan for
the meaningful theme of contemporary relevance and for editing the chapters
skilfully, which do not merely recount legal history, but critically analyse topics
that dominate public discourse today.



What distinguishes this work is its commitment to scholarly depth and its
lucid presentation. It serves as an essential resource for students of law,
political science and history, offering a vivid account of judicial
pronouncements and the doctrinal evolution. Simultaneously, it provides the
necessary context to understand why and how the Constitution remains the
living soul of our democracy.

It is a privilege to introduce a work that so effectively bridges the gap between
the constitutional ideal and the contemporary reality. This book is a vital
contribution to the ongoing conversation about the future of the Republic — a
conversation that every Indian must engage in.

| am proud to present this work to the scholars of Social Science and to the legal
fraternity.



Message

Prof. (Dr.) M. Shahul Hameed
Director & Professor
AMU Centre Malappuram, Kerala.

It is a matter of great pride for me to appreciate and acknowledge this academic
achievement of this edited volume on a highly significant topic, “Constitution of
India: Evolving Constitutionalism and Contemporary Changes in India." As
the cornerstone of the world’s largest democracy, the Indian Constitution is not
merely a static legal document but a very dynamic one. It has continuously adapted
to the shifting socio-political and economic landscapes of our nation while remains
anchored in the foundational values of justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity.

In an era marked by rapid globalization, technological advancement, and complex
legal challenges, understanding the nuances of constitutional evolution is
imperative. | hope that this book arrives at a critical juncture, offering a
comprehensive analysis of interpretative shifts of the judiciary, addressing the
contemporary challenges like intersection of constitutional law with digital rights,
environmental jurisprudence etc., and institutional dynamics by examining the
evolving relationship between the executive, legislature, and judiciary.

At the AMU Centre, Malappuram, we are committed to fostering an environment
of rigorous research and intellectual inquiry. This publication is a testament to that
commitment. It brings together diverse perspectives from legal scholars,
practitioners, and academicians, providing a multifaceted view of our
constitutional journey.

I would like to extend my heartiest congratulations to my colleague
Dr. Naseema. P. K and the other editor Dr. Rifat Khan and the contributors of
various chapters for the contributors for their meticulous efforts in bringing this
scholarly work to fruition. Their insights will undoubtedly serve as a valuable
resource for students, researchers, and anyone interested in the future of Indian
democracy.

I am confident that this book will provoke meaningful dialogue and contribute
significantly to the existing body of constitutional literature.
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Prof. (Dr.) Rajan Varghese

Director, Research &Innovation, KIIT School of Law, Bhubaneswar
[Formerly, Professor of Law, University of Delhi, Professor & Director,
Doctoral Studies, School of Law, Alliance University, Bangalore, Dean, School
of Law, Presidency University, Bangalore, & Director, School of Law, Jain
Deemed to be University, Bangalore]

The Constitution of India is not a static text, but a dynamic arena where
democracy and justice are continually contested and renewed. In an era marked
by profound legislative activity, rapid technological advancement and critical
judicial scrutiny, understanding the true nature of Indian constitutionalism is
more challenging and more vital than ever before.

This timely edited volume, Constitution of India: Evolving Constitutionalism
and Contemporary Changes in India, provides the essential compass.

The editors have assembled a stellar collection of essays that move beyond
conventional analysis to tackle the most pressing debates of our time: the
constitutional dimensions of privacy, digital access as a fundamental right, the
shifting architecture of federal power, the scope of judicial review in the context
of political morality and the resilience of fundamental rights.

This book is a powerful and necessary contribution to legal scholarship. This
compilation will undoubtedly serve as a critical reference point for judges,
policymakers, academics and anyone committed to the careful custodianship of
India's democratic foundation. It is a work of high distinction and compelling
relevance. This volume aims at moving beyond a descriptive account of
constitutional provisions to provide a critical assessment of how the core
concepts of Sovereignty, Socialism, Secularism, Democracy and Justice are
being redefined by judicial innovation, legislative action and societal demands.
The editors, Dr. Naseema. P. K. and Dr. Rifat Khan have ventured to bring out a
poignant theme. | congratulate all the authors for their scholarly contribution to
this compendium.
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Preface

The Indian Constitution is often described not merely as a legal document, but as a
’living organism.” Since its adoption, it has navigated the turbulent waters of social
upheaval, economic transformation, and shifting political landscapes. This volume,
Constitution of India: Evolving Constitutionalism and Contemporary
Changes in India seeks to map these changes, exploring how constitutionalism in
India is evolving or, in some instances, being tested.

The genesis of this book lies in a simple yet profound question: How does a post-
colonial constitution maintain its transformative character in an age of digital
disruption, populist surges, and globalized crises? While the fundamental pillars
of our democracy—Iliberty, equality, and fraternity—remain constant, their
interpretations are in a state of flux. This edited collection brings together a diverse
group of legal scholars, practitioners, and social scientists to dissect these shifts.
From the nuances of judicial activism to the administrative pressures on
federalism, each chapter offers a critical lens through which to view the resilience
of the Indian state.

An edited volume is, by definition, a collaborative endeavour. We are thankful to
Prof. (Dr.) Rose Varghese (Former Vice-Chancellor, NUALS, Kochi & Director,
School. of Law, KIIT Bhubaneswar), Prof. (Dr.) M. Shahul Hameed, Director,
AMU Centre, Malappuram, Kerala and Prof. (Dr.) Rajan Varghese (Formerly,
Professor of Law, University of Delhi & Director, Research & Innovation, KIIT
School of Law) for their valuable words of foreword and messages. We are deeply
indebted to the contributors who have lent their expertise and rigorous research to
this project. Their insights provide a kaleidoscopic view of the Indian
constitutional journey—one that is fraught with challenges but anchored in hope.

We extend our deepest gratitude to the publishers, our family members and all
those who supported through their efforts that made this volume possible.

It is our collective hope that this book serves as a valuable resource for students,
academics, and policymakers. More importantly, we hope that it sparks a broader
conversation among citizens, for, the ultimate custodian of the Constitution is "We,
the People."
Best Regards,
Dr. Naseema P. K & Dr. Rifat Khan
Editors
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