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Preface

This book explores the complex relationship between power and political
history, offering a fresh approach to understanding how power shapes historical
narratives. Traditionally, power has been treated as a background element in
political history, but this work argues that power should be a central analytical
category. By examining the various forms and mechanisms of power, ranging
from authority and sovereignty to domination and legitimacy, the book calls for
a more disciplined and critical approach to how political power is
conceptualized.

The first part of the book addresses the theoretical underpinnings of power,
discussing its multiple forms and how they have been legitimized throughout
history. It challenges traditional views by emphasizing not only the visible
power exercised through laws and institutions but also the invisible, structural
power that shapes social and political relations. The second part examines
different historiographical methodologies, including positivism, Marxism, and
Weberian analysis, shedding light on the ways historians have studied power
through various lenses.

Ultimately, this book emphasizes that the study of political history is
inseparable from an awareness of how power operates within the practice of
historiography itself. It argues that political historians must continually question
not only the power structures they study but also the methodologies and
narratives that shape their understanding of the past.
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