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Dedication

To every learner standing at the threshold of a career.

To those trying to understand who they are, where they belong, what the world
of work expects from them, and how they can continue to remain relevant in a
changing world.

May you learn to decode what matters, align what you have with what the world
needs, and grow into the professional you aspire to become.



Preface

Dear Reader,

You may be reading this book because you are preparing for your first job.
Perhaps you are an MBA student trying to understand what employers actually
expect. Perhaps you have already started working and are wondering how to
become better at what you do. Or perhaps you are simply asking yourself:
“What do I really need to do to build a successful career?”

There is no single answer.

Careers are no longer linear. Roles change. Skills become obsolete. Technology
reshapes jobs. Organisations evolve. Expectations placed on professionals
continue to rise.

That can feel overwhelming.

But it can also be empowering.

Because if the world of work is changing, you have the opportunity to change
with it.

This book is designed as a companion for that journey.

Do not read it simply to finish it.

Read it to question yourself.

Pause when an activity makes you uncomfortable. Write down your answers.
Challenge your assumptions. Discuss the ideas with your classmates,
colleagues, mentors and friends.

Most importantly, take the ideas beyond these pages.

Because the real value of this book will not come from what you read.
It will come from what you do differently after reading it.

Welcome to the journey.
Decode. Align. Grow.
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About the Book

Decode. Align. Grow.

The transition from being a student to becoming a professional is one of the
most significant—and often least understood—transitions in a young person’s
life.

Students spend years acquiring knowledge. Yet, when they enter the workplace,
they are expected to demonstrate much more than knowledge.

They are expected to communicate, collaborate, solve problems, understand
organisations, navigate ambiguity, use technology intelligently, understand
themselves and continuously adapt.

Decode. Align. Grow. is designed to help learners make sense of this transition.
The book is built around three simple but powerful ideas.

DECODE

Understand yourself and decode the world around you.
What does the workplace really expect?

What do employers look for?

How should you read a job description?

What do interviews actually assess?

How is Al changing professional work?

ALIGN

Connect your identity, skills, aspirations and opportunities.

Knowing what you want is important. Knowing what you bring to the table is
equally important. Alignment happens when self-awareness meets opportunity.

GROW

Recognise that employability does not end with getting your first job.
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The modern professional must continue learning, adapting, communicating,
reflecting and growing.

The purpose of this book is therefore not simply to help readers get a job.

It is to help them become career-ready, workplace-ready and future-ready.
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