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Disclaimer

This book has been written solely for educational and informational
purposes. The information, illustrations, calculations, case studies,
examples, opinions and strategies presented in this book are intended
to improve general financial awareness and should not be construed as
investment, financial, tax, legal, accounting, insurance or any other
form of professional advice.

The author and publisher do not recommend, solicit or endorse the
purchase or sale of any particular investment, security, mutual fund,
insurance policy, financial product or service. Readers should
evaluate their own financial circumstances, objectives, risk tolerance
and requirements and, where appropriate, consult a qualified and
appropriately registered financial, tax, legal or other professional
adviser before making any financial decision.

Taxation and Regulatory Information

Tax laws, tax rates, exemptions, deductions, investment limits,
regulatory provisions and government schemes are subject to
amendment from time to time.

Unless specifically stated otherwise, references in this book to
deductions and exemptions under Sections 80C, 80D and similar
provisions should be understood in the context of the Old Tax Regime
and the applicable law at the time the book was prepared. Many such
deductions and exemptions are not available under the New Tax
Regime, while certain deductions or benefits may continue to be
available subject to applicable provisions and conditions.

Readers should therefore verify the tax regime applicable to them and
consult the latest provisions of the Income-tax Act, rules, notifications
and official government guidance before taking any tax-related
decision.



Important Tax-Law Transition Note:

Several tax provisions and section numbers referred to in this book,
including Sections 80C, 80D, 80CCD, 80E, 80G, 87A and 115BAC,
are discussed with reference to the Income-tax Act, 1961 and, where
applicable, examples relating to FY 2025-26 / AY 2026-27.

The Income-tax Act, 2025 came into force on 1 April 2026 and
applies to Tax Year 2026—-27 onward. Many provisions have been
reorganised or renumbered under the new Act. Readers should
therefore verify the corresponding provisions under the Income-tax
Act, 2025, along with the latest Rules, notifications and official
guidance, before taking any tax-related decision.

Information Cut-off Date

The contents of this book have been prepared and reviewed on the
basis of information, laws, regulations, tax provisions, financial
products and market practices reasonably available up to September
2026.

Financial laws, taxation rules, regulations, government schemes,
interest rates, investment products, digital platforms and other
information discussed in this book may change after this date. Such
subsequent developments are outside the scope of this edition and
should not be regarded as errors or omissions in the book.

Readers are strongly advised to verify the latest information from
official or otherwise reliable sources before acting upon any
information contained herein.

Returns, Calculations and Illustrations

All calculations, rates of return, future values, SIP/SWP projections,
retirement estimates and other numerical illustrations are provided
only for educational purposes. Wherever an assumed rate of return is
used, it is an illustration and not a promise, assurance or guarantee of
future performance.



Actual investment returns may be higher or lower and may be
affected by market conditions, taxation, expenses, inflation, interest
rates, investor behaviour and numerous other factors. Past
performance does not guarantee future results.

Companies, Apps, Platforms and Brand Names

Names of companies, banks, insurers, mutual funds, applications,
websites, digital platforms, financial products, brands or other third-
party services appearing in this book are used solely for identification,
illustration or educational examples.

Unless expressly stated otherwise, their inclusion does not constitute
an endorsement, recommendation, advertisement, sponsorship,
affiliation or commercial association by the author or publisher. No
reader should interpret the mere mention of a company, application,
platform, product or brand as advice to invest money through,
purchase from or otherwise financially engage with that entity.

All trademarks, trade names, logos and brand names, where
mentioned, remain the property of their respective owners.

Case Studies and Examples

Case studies, characters, situations and numerical examples in this
book are intended to explain financial concepts. Where examples are
hypothetical, they should not be interpreted as representations of
guaranteed real-world outcomes. Individual financial circumstances
and results can differ substantially.

Limitation of Responsibility

Every reasonable effort has been made to present the information
accurately as of the information cut-off date. Nevertheless, errors,
omissions, subsequent changes in law or regulation, or differences in
interpretation may occur.

Financial decisions remain the responsibility of the reader. To the
extent permitted by applicable law, the author and publisher shall not
be responsible for any financial loss, investment loss, tax



consequence, legal consequence or other loss arising from decisions
made solely on the basis of information contained in this book.

Readers should independently verify material information and obtain
appropriate professional advice wherever necessary before making
significant financial, investment, insurance, tax or legal decisions.
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Preface

Financial literacy is the foundation of a secure, prosperous, and
fulfilling life. Yet, despite its importance, it remains one of the most
overlooked aspects of education. Many of us spend our lives earning,
spending, and even saving money without ever truly understanding
how to make it work for us. This book is my attempt to change that—
to provide a clear, structured, and practical guide that empowers you
to take control of your finances and build a future of lasting wealth
and freedom.

As an educator and financial enthusiast, | have seen firsthand how
financial struggles can impact individuals and families. The stress of
living pay check to pay check, the burden of debt, and the fear of an
uncertain future are challenges that far too many people face. These
struggles are often rooted in a lack of financial awareness—a gap that
can be bridged with the right knowledge and tools. I firmly believe
that financial education should be accessible to everyone, regardless
of their background, profession, or income level. It is not just about
numbers; it is about creating opportunities, reducing stress, and
unlocking the potential for a better life.

This book is designed for anyone who wants to take charge of their
financial destiny. Whether you are just starting your career, looking to
grow your wealth, or planning for a secure retirement, this guide is for
you. It covers essential topics such as budgeting, saving, investing,
wealth-building, tax planning, and estate management. Each chapter
Is packed with practical strategies, real-life examples, and actionable
insights to help you make informed decisions and take meaningful
steps toward your financial goals.

My goal is simple: to help you gain control over your finances,
eliminate financial stress, and create a life of freedom, security, and
abundance. By applying the principles and strategies in this book, you
can break free from financial limitations and design a future where
money works for you, not the other way around. Financial
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independence is not a distant dream—it is an achievable reality, and
this book is your roadmap to get there.

| hope this book serves as a trusted companion on your financial
journey, offering clarity, inspiration, and the tools you need to turn
your financial aspirations into reality. Remember, the journey to
financial freedom begins with a single step. Let this book be that step.

With warm regards,
Murtuza I. Hathiyari
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Who This Book Is For

This book is not written for financial experts or experienced investors.
It is written for beginners—for those who earn money but are unsure
how to manage it, those who have never invested, and those who want
to invest but do not know where or how to begin.

The concepts in this book are intentionally simple and explained in
basic language. They are woven around the journey of a young man
whom | knew personally and whose experiences inspired the story
presented in this book. Through his journey, | have tried to explain the
fundamental lessons of saving, investing, managing debt, protecting
oneself financially, and building wealth step by step.

Today, many young people enter the stock market attracted by the
possibility of quick returns, sometimes without first understanding the
fundamentals and risks involved. This book is meant to encourage the
opposite approach: learn first, understand the basics, and then make
informed financial decisions.

Experienced investors may already be familiar with many of the
concepts discussed here, and this book may therefore not meet the
expectations of readers looking for advanced investment strategies.
That is intentional. Every financial journey has to begin
somewhere, and this book is designed to be that starting point.
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About the Book

This book is inspired by a boy who learnt the
power of second chances. The father, who
chose understanding over anger. The man,
who became the beacon of financial
freedom—for generations scrolling through
illusions of instant success, blind to the truth:
real riches lie in resilience, not shortcuts.

To every reader, chasing dreams of luxury
cars and penthouse views: True wealth is nota
race. It is a garden tended daily—seed by
seed, choice by choice. You will falter. You will
ache. But rise—and when you do, reach back.

Run from “overnight success.” Seek mentors,
not influencers. Forgive yourself. Begin again.
This book is not a miracle. It is a hand
extended in the dark, a map forged from
failures and hard-won wisdom.

If you take one thing from these pages, let it be

this:Wealth is not stolen, gambled, or wished

ic;\to being. It is built—brick by brick, day by
ay.

May these words guide you, as they guided the
young boy. And when you find your footing,
turn and guide another.
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