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Q. With an experience of over 22 years in Information Security in multiple prestigious companies, can you recall and            

share some of the most memorable moments so far in your career? 
A. Memorable moments for me are when my team is recognized for their work, when my business and my customers are 

happy. Whenever there is an incident related to cyber security, the Information Security team runs after, during such 
times when the organization is able to sail through the situation successfully because of our resilience and ability to tackle 
a tough situation well, it gives me joy and happiness.   
 

Q.  Artificial Intelligence is the buzz word today, as a management student it would be insightful to hear about its effects 
       on the Information Security industry and how does it help to counter cyber terrorism? 
A. Artificial Intelligence brings a lot of capability. To simplify, earlier systems used to run with simple anti-virus software 

but nowadays to protect the organisation from bad guys there is a need of sophisticated anti-malware software with AI      
capability. When there are so many incidents of cyber-attacks happening, the AI capability of the software helps to 
determine the most dangerous of all. Cyber terrorism is one of the motives of the attackers. Attackers might have multiple 
motives like to making money, to steal data or just to defame someone. The underlying modus operandi remains the same 
but to identify an advanced modus operandi of an attacker AI capabilities are extremely important. So, management 
students should also be aware about various applications of AI in the Information Security world. 

Q.  Facebook – Cambridge Analytical incident is considered as a watershed moment in the public understanding of use of     
personal data, how is the Information Security industry coping up with these new and better-informed customers? 

A.   There are two sides to it, first is the mandatory and regulatory angle. Respective privacy laws state what kind of consent 

is allowed and what are the responsibilities of data controllers, processors etc. It is not a free run anymore, if the 

organisation is collecting data, the purpose has to be explicitly stated and the organization has to stick to it. All these 

incidents occur when data collected is used for purposes other than stated. The other is how it comes in way of 

innovation and new ideas.  Any new venture or business idea needs to be prudent of the data privacy laws and adhere to 

them.   

  Q.  You have had the opportunity to work in various organizations and countries, what difference do you notice in attitude 

of Indian and International organizations towards data security? 

 A.  There are no such differences when large enterprises are compared, it arises when SMEs come into picture. Especially in 
the last 4-5 years security standards in large enterprises are at par with global organizations but the investment that goes 
into security is still to catch up with global firms. Indian companies are swiftly moving in the right direction.  

                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                    Imprints – SIMSR Alumni Newsletter – November 2018 Edition 

   

 



    Q.   In today’s time where every day there are new technologies cropping up, how do you manage to keep yourself 
updated? 

    A.    You have to stay relevant and keep up to the speed. Continuous learning is very important. For example, I am not an 

expert in Blockchain, but I have put in extra effort and try to keep myself updated about it through courses, YouTube 

videos, articles, journals etc., whenever I get time. There are so many security events that happen, which I try and 

attend as per my schedule. So, putting in extra efforts is the only way of being updated. 

 

  Q.  You are a bachelor’s graduate in Physics and did your Masters in Finance, what led to this transition to join cyber          
security industry? 

 A.  While I was doing my graduation, I did computer courses and became an IT administrator which triggered my interest in 
IT. I decided to continue in IT infrastructure as I was really good at it. I realized that to grow in my career and reach to a 
leadership role I have to differentiate myself from others and learn things that I don’t know yet, hence I joined MBA and 
learned finance, post which I entered into cyber security. 

 

 Q.  In such a long career there are bound to be some failures, how do you handle and overcome them? 

 A.  What I have realised over the years that you have to give yourself time to come out of failures. Every individual has a 
different internal mechanism and different ways to deal with it. I normally talk to my family, friends and colleagues 
about it. I go out and discuss and try to improve accordingly. One thing that is very important is to not run away and 
accept your failures. 

 
 Q.  What are some of the significant learning you had in your three years at SIMSR? 
 A.  The importance of reaching on time after office hours and how to survive with misal pav in canteen. On a more serious 

note, I learned how to multi task and stretch myself. Also, my batch had all working professionals so it provided me the 
opportunity to network. Also, without Somaiya I would not have reached to a leadership role and would have ended up 
been in a senior technical role only. Today I understand business and interact with various heads only because of my 
three years at SIMSR.  

 

 Q.  What would be your advice for the students/young Alumni who are starting their careers? 

  A.  Understanding the reality is important. Assess yourself properly and understand what you are good at. I would also 
advise young professionals to read a book called “Catalyst” by Chandramouli Venkatesan, it gives a good insight about 
how to shape up your career. 

                                                                                             
Rapid fire 

 
 

a. Your Success Mantra: Continuous learning 

b. What/Who inspires you the most: Nandan Nilekani 
c. One word to describe you: Resilient 

d. Favourite getaway destination: Goa 
 

e. Your favourite hobby: Spending time with family 
f. Your favourite cuisine: Italian 
g. If not Information Security, then what: I would be 
securing, safeguarding and managing risk for some other 
domain.   
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