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F'OREW0RD 

When the Ministry of C.~mer-€e 'a6ke'd me to , collel~ the work of 
- --.; 

Bengalee Artist~ for the Singapore_ 1Ex.hibition, I he~itated at first, because 
I am· neither an , arti-si noi ~n ,,art .critic. · I ~so knew that in , the very 
short time available I. could not contac! the m~y artists, ~oll~tors and · 
organisers~ without whos.e as.sistance · · no co~preliensi."Ve: ceilettiori could 
be made. On · second thought, however, I agreed, bee~~ it seemed a . , . ) . . . 
pity that the art of Bengal shoul~ not be represented in the Exliibi6on. 
As I have already stated: there w,as no time to consult every one who 

' , ,,, 
should have· been. consulted. I; therefore, approached Mr. Atul Base, 
Principal of ,the Go'{erpment School of Art, Calcutta. Mr. Bose was as 

. ' . .. . ' (, ' . 
diffident ·as -I was about· undertaking this task at_ short notice. -He was, 

' ' 

· however, prevailed upon to undertake· the collection_as a _part-of h_is official 
' . ·, 

duties. , l ani most gr~teful · to him. . 
' . 

J,he limib_tions .. of 'air transport involved the exclusion of scwptures. 
. .. . . . . ' ' . . .../. 

and pictures ·qf ahy large .size. ·· Many_ pi~ti1tes are · already dispersed in 
' variou_s exhibitions ri~~ ~akirlg ·place"in Indi; .µid many more have already ' . 
b~en .~romised _fo~ _otln;r_ ··e:K;hi~itio~s ~u~ -. t2: take. pl~ce in th~ nec.11 future. -
We:~ouid/ therefor~/ c61l~c{;onlyth~~~-pif t~res pn whifh\ ve coul4 readJ.ly , . 
lay our hand. We ' are ' sorry ~th.at "it, w~~ . not· possible_ to secure the work '( 
ot ni~~y, artists. · Our ·sin~e~e~t -thanks _are due to those artists .and collec .. 
tors who ha~e so :kindly 'lent' H-1~ e~hibits · a:t such short notice. · 

/ 

But ~he exhibits c~llected, th~ugh few i~ :nu~ber, still represent the 
1 development of pictorial .a~t in :· Beng~l 4uring' -the last_ half _;century.--

Many of our Masters and some:o~ our younger-Artists are here representeci, 
though not necessarily by their-best work. The vario~ trends,of ·the Art 
Movement in Bengal and the , many influence which have acted as power, 
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fµl leaven, ,are evident her~the nat~ralism of the W 
, the anci~rit ,arr1 form$ of India, the . conscious adopt

1
•
0 

ef
st, the revi",I 

· · · · t: 0 th '• , .fplk--a·rt, in'liuert.~e, ·.of the ··(::hinese and' Jap_ anese S h e sirnplicit 01 

, , . • _ • , . c ools and Y of 
· JlJOd.ern experiments · 1n .t_lew., ways of, ~xpr~ss1op. I hope h the ver, 

· · , , ,. · ' t eref 1 ' th~s· collection . ,along ... ~ith, 1'4r. Bo~e·'s notes ' will help to ' Ore, that 
• • • .... .. , ., , , • . , • • • • 1 • .. 1n terp 

,, art . to 6~r ;fnepds-' ana :·tieighbohrs in .Sou'th,East Asia. . . ret 0ur 
• I , ~- : ,I , , • ' ,! 
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( NOTES ON DRAWINGS AND 
PAINT-INGS ·FROM BENGAL 

(1900-48> 

It has been endeavoured to make this collection as representative as 

possible by including works of typical exponents of various trends and 
approaches in pictorial ~rt that have been evident in die art,world · of 

Bengal for the last -50 years. 

The beginning of this century shows the reaction of Bengal to the 
naturalistic mode of approach into irt, which had .~onsiderably influenced 
her as a result of her contact , with the West. · A growing consciousness' 
of the cultural heritage of Ina.ia led _ to a movement for _ reviving the 
technique and approach of forgotten Indian schools of different periods. 

. . . . I 
Abanindra l'fath Tagore (Nos. 45, 46, 47. 48) and his disciple Nandalal 
Bose (No. 8) have been leading expon~nts of this school while his· brother 
Gaganendra, although a believer in revivalism_. was I attracted by the 

moderni_stic tendencies of the West (Nos. 50. 51). 

The revivalist moyement, gaining great popularity, continued to 
• I 

dominate th_e art,world of Bengal, for · nearly · the . next twenty years, 
although ·there still were some who, held on to th~ naturalistic style. 
Prominent among .them is J. P. Gangooly (No. 20) followed by some 
others, such as H. Mazumdar (No.· ~8), 1S~sh Sinha (No. 41), B. Ganguly 
(N~. 18). Atul Bose (No. 7). Gradually. however, there appeared a 
tendency to experiment . in eclectic modes of expres~ion adopting styles 
of painting from other oriental countries as well as newer expressions 
from the occidental ~nes as evident in Nos. (3, 4• 6, 13, 15, 16, 17, 21, 

25, 26, 29, 30, 31, 35, 36, 37, 39, 44, 49, 52, 58, 59• 60). Mention may 
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. be mad~ of artists in this group sllch as Saroda and Ranada okiL D,v. 
rasad Roy Chowdhury, Ramen~ra ~ath Ch~ravorty, Sudhir Kh _1-

p . . M Sh ·1· A. d . astag1r S ar G. upta Binode Mukeqe~, rs. e1 a u en and others , S 1 am . , . . • urend 
nath Kar (No. ~6), Mukul Dey, A.R.C,A. (N~. (7), ~.; M. Sen, A.R..c.:: 
(Nos. 3~, 36, 37), As1t Halder (No. -~;), Ra~l\inqranath Tagore (Nos. 

8 59, 6o), Sunayani Devi (Nos. 15, 16) £3:il ~lso within this group. 5 ' 
' ' 

Attempt to roaintain ,the ,traditions of revivalism is traceabl . 
, . . . , e 1n 

.Nos. 5, 9, 10, 22, 23, 24, 33, 34 • . Ifsh1tmdranath Mazumdar, Satyendra. 
natl\ , Ba~erjee, (No. 5), Marti Bhus"n Gupta (Nos. 22, 23), are renowned 
artists of ibis Si:hqol, while artists of No). 1, 2, II, 14, 19, 27, 

32
, 

38
, . . 

40, ,43, show their preference for the naturalistic styl~, within the wider 
· fold of which they ~re developing a school ·of· theit , own. ·. ·Among the 
·young artists, Safiuddin-Ahm,ed (No. 2) has __ ;lread.y made a ~ame in. India 

- , . . and abroad. 
. . 

The Pictures of Rabindra Nath: (Nos.: ~3, .. $,4.' 5$,: p~, · 5'7) $-~nd in. a 
clasf by them~lves in spite or their remi11diµg· on,e -of we~tern-modernistic 
· ten1e~ci~s, while Jamini ~oy (N~ •. 42) &~an~$ £9r~-r~~ri~Ni.~g· and vi:t~lising 

. t~
1
indigen~us ·art fo~ of ;Bepgal, ,· , . · . ,. " ·~· ,, , ·: , . · 

\ < I - • A•-, • : 

' 
I - • 

. - • ATUL 'BOSE 
· • • I , , 

' "Rrin~ipal,_ Govt: ·school of . Art, 
r O~~r.:i,i;l-icJutg~, Art S~ction, , In~_lian M;us~um 
· . , · \ '·• .· . .and , · · . · -. · 

. . {(e:ep~~, . Govt, &t Gallery, CALCUTTA. 
' ' ', I c • • ' t 

• 1 

' . ', ;' 
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LIST 9F J?RA WINGS AND PAINTINGS, 

Sl. Artist's Name 
No. 

r. Abedirt, Zainul 
. \ 

'2. iAhmed, Safi.uddin 

3. Ash, Gobardha* 

4'. Ayan 'nutta, ~anen 

5. ·Banerjee, S. N. 

.6. Bhattacba.rya, Anil K. 
7. Bose, it\tul 

8. Bose; . Nandalal 

9. Bramha, Dhiren 

ro. 'Brainha, Dhiren 

u ., Chatterjee; Ni.htan 

r2. bas Gupta, Dµip 

13. D~tfa Gupta, Makhan 

14. De, :Siren 

15. Devi, . ,St1nayai 

16, Devi, Stinayani 

17. Dey, Mukul (A.~.C.A.D 

18. Ganguly, B 

19. Ganguly, Bhaga~ndas 

20. Ga~ooly;, J. p, 
21. Ghosh, Samar 

22 . Gupta, 1\4. B . 

Title of the_ Exhibits 

Through the Sal •Trees. 

Sontal Maidens. 

A ·Monk. 

Surya . 
. . 

Rup-Katha: . 

Head of a Pitt. 
Wintry S.unshine. 

r., 

For Sale 
in Rupees 

1.00/.-
75 /-

50/.-
So/_-· 

300/.-
350/ .... 

1,000/.-

Sati {Co11rtesy-,Art Section, Not tot sale. 
,ti.diarl Museunl,) . 

A S6lemn OS:th · (Ramchand sooh. 
and Sugfiva), 

Ofi@.r of Devotion : (Bu~dha 
and Sttjata}. -

- What a, Sin~ • 
Carla C~vus·. 

Toilet. . . 

.Udaigiri caves·. 
I 

Radha Krishna (Courtesy-
Pratima D~vi, Santinekatan) 

Bride's: Farewell (Courtesy-
Pratima Devi; Saritiflekaflin) 

Girls Dancing. 

For.trait of Mr. ,$J;wa. 

'Iitad of a S6ldier. 

View of Plains from Tindharia. 

Kathak-Thakttl'.' (Courtesy-
:Prfncipal, Govt. School of 
Art, Ca.lcutta). 

Departure c,t Buddha. 
- ~. -

5o<i/_-. 

'1,251.-

500 ~,-. 

300/.-

17,5/- : 

Not for , !ale. 

Not for _sale. 

Not for sale. 

Not £6r sale. 

Not for sale. 

1,200/-

Not for sale. 

350/_-
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SI.. Artist's Name , 
No 

23. Gupta, M. B 

24. · Gupta, Sitesb 

25. Haldar, µ\sit K 
. / 

26: Kar: -~urendranath 

27. Mand.al, Girisb 

28. Mazumdar, H 

6 

Title of Exhibits / ',; ; ,._ , -------
' · ' .. '. · For Sale 

' ·_ Price, in Rupees 

Buddha and bis ,disciple~. 350/'.-

. ·400/. Ml'!-hisha-Mardini. . ' 

Eish~s. 

Nepc\li Girl . . 
Bride and Bridegrbom; 

\ , ! \ 

A Village ):lfirror. 

Not for · sale 
' I "" ,, • 

No{ fo~ sale . 

,, '450/ • . 

29. Mitra, Rathindr~natb 

30. Mukherjee,, Adinath 

·Shillong. Bazar, 

Still Life . . 

7,000/"., 

200/ -

250/. 

2,500/-31. Sain, M .. 

32. Seal, phiren K' 

33. Sen, Amulya Gopal 

•34. ·sen"., ~u~ya "Gopal 
I 

35. Sen, L,. M. (A.~.C.A,) . ' ,· 

,39· Se~•- I,,. ~- (.& RC.A,) : 

37- Sen, L. M. (A..-.R.C.A,) 

38,· Sen ' Gupta, Bibhuti 

39 Sen Gupta, Naresh 
. 1'. ' 

40 . .. Som, B 

, 4:i. ' Sinha/ Satish 
l ', ' • 

': 42. Roy', Jamini 

,) 

.\ ' • ' ! 

·' , 43. Roychoudhury,' Kamaia; 
·· ~iss) 

44~ Roy, Jyoti:cindra 

45. Tagore_, Abanin_dranatb 
: , /, . 

' ,· 
46. Tagore. Abanin<;lranatb 

47. Tagore, Ab~ni~<lranath 
•• I 

' ' Seracs " · ,' (Kanchan~glia. 
Glacier). , · '··' 

La Gra~de Fite Bengale. I 
,! 

,. 209/ • 

Siva fo Meditation . . y 2001.~, . . . 
Buddha and · Rahula. 

Gandhiji. 

'l ' \' 
11,' • 

Set o.~ t ~r~e, l_inoc~t &. ', .. , ,I ' 

' Bapµji1 • • 

Humble Cotj:~ge, . : 

Martin's 1Loco•Shep.. 
'. l .. 

Girl in Grey. ''. · ' 
~, I •/, ' • .~I • '~ 'l 

Offering, (Courte~y.:..:.Mts·. Deb-
jani. B<lse) : " , , ' \',1 

Kanta:.' , • j 

Pigeons'. 'V' 

.. ' '1· ' , ':/ • 

Buddha . and Sujata :(Court~~y, 
-Art Section, Indian 
Museum). · · · 

j t' '( ,'i· . 

Charactef'· / rom Rabip.dranath' s · 
;Drama· ·, (Cpurtesy-fratima 

. -J?iiv~. San'tinekatan}. ' 

200/ -, 

1::~., ·\ i•,' 
, "C) .. -= 6ot- .. : l 

100/-_ , 
109/- -~ 

' 290/...:. 
I .··' ' 

· ': , 3~0 l-
Not for sale. 

.. 300/-

~50/- , 

· Not for' sale. 

Not for sale. 

Head of · i Girl (Co~rtesy- , Not fqr sale . 
Pratima Devi, Santinekatan). , 

------,--
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Sl. 
No. 

Artist·~~t 

48 _ Tagole, Abanindra.nath. 

7 

Title ot ~e Exhibits. 

' ' 

For Sale 
in Rupees. 

Lady with a bag (Courtesy- Not for sale. 
Pratima Devi, Santinekatan). · 

49. Tagore, Gaganendra Nath. Kanchanjangha (Courtesy-
Mrs. Gouri <:;howdhucyD. ' 

Not for sale. 

50. Tagore, Gaganendra Nath. Evening Star {Courte1iy-Mrs. 
G. N. Tagore) . . 

Not for sale. 
.J 

51 . Tagore, Gaganendra Nath. Meeting at Stair-case (Courtesy 
-Pratima · Devi, Santi-

Not for sale. 

nekatan). 

52. Tagore, Gaganendra Nath. Himalayas (Courtesy-Pratiriia .Not jor sale. 
. , Devi, ., S~~tine.katan). . 

53. Tagore, . Rabindranafu. . A Portrait .(Courtesy-Atul Not for sale. 
· Bose) : 

54. Tagore, Rabindranath. 

55. Tagore, Rabindranath. 

' , 
56. Tagore, Rabi.p.dranath. 

57. Tagore: Rabindrana~h. 

, · 

58. Tagore, Rathindranath. 

59, Tagore, Rathindtanafo. 

-
60. Tagore, . ~athiildrana.th. 

Portrait 0£ Boy' in Peg and 
. Ink (Courtesy-Pra~ima Devi 
. Santfuekatan). 

Portrait . of a Bearded• Gentle-
man in Black and White 
(Courtesy-Pratima Devi, 
Santinakatan). 

Landscape with Tree in Fore-
groµnl · (Couitesy-Pratima 
l;>-evi, Santinekatati). 

.. 
Not for ~ale. 

Not for sale. 

Not tor sale. 

·~ 
One line Drawi~g . - in ' Ink ~oJ; tor sale. 

(Courtesy-Pratima I Devi, 
Santine~atan,}. .. 

The Brook (Cou'rtesy-Pratima 
· Devi, San~inekatan). : 

Flowers in Vase (Courtesy~ • 
Pratima Devi, Santinekatan) . . 

Not for sale. , 

, 
No~ for sale. 

White Lily . (Courtesy-Pratima . Not for sale. 
Devi, ' Santinikatan). · P 
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on Indiah Handmade Paper by Bhupal C. Dutt at the_. 
· Art Press: 

0

2.0-Brjti~h Indian Sreet, .C~lcutt~. 
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