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why Goecha la?

Rhododendron BloomsMagical views at 16207 ft Summer Fitness

Blue Sheep, Blood pheasants, Himalayan Birds

Spot these animals in their natural habitat:
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day-wise itinerary
Arrive at Yuksom from New Jalpaiguri Railway Station or Bagdogra Airport and check into a local

homestay. The historical town of Yuksom, in Geyzing subdivision of West Sikkim, was the first

Capital of the Kingdom of Sikkim and is home to the oldest monasteries in the state. Dubdi

Monastery, the oldest one in Sikkim, is an hour’s hike from Yuksom. Start acclimatizing for the trek

here and prepare to leave for Goecha La the next day.

The trail towards Goecha La starts from the small huts beyond the last check post. Couple of hours

into the trek, you reach a beautiful v-shaped valley of the river Rathong. A gradual uphill climb of

about an hour brings you to Pha Khola bridge, which is the entrance to the UNESCO World

Heritage site, the Khanchendzonga National Park. The trail gains height gradually from here as you

walk along the moist forest cover. Another two hour of trekking through the dense forest cover

brings you to Sachen, your first campsite on the Goecha La trek.

DAY 2: Yuksom (1785 m/5854 ft) to Sachen (2166 m / 7150 ft)

DAY 1: Arrival at Yuksom (1785 m/5854 ft)



day-wise itinerary
From Sachen, the trail continues gradually through the forest and after an hour it brings you to the

bridge over river Prek Chu. From this point, the trail starts to get steeper. The forest cover is dense

with magnolia trees and after an hour you reach Bhakim - a great place for a bird-eye view of the

Yuksom valley. Another hour-long walk from Bhakim brings you to Tshoka, the second campsite on

this trek. The marvels of this trek are visible at this point - you enjoy the first glimpse of the

Khanchendzonga range and Mt. Pandim is distinctly visible from the campsite.

From Tshoka, you hit an immediate steep climb but soon after, you are greeted by blooming red

rhododendron trees everywhere, as you would be traveling at the best time of the season. Trekking

amongst these delightful rhododendrons and a wooden-logged path makes it appear almost as

surreal as a fairy tale. You soon reach Phedang from where you then continue to climb north

towards Dzongri, the third campsite. Another 3-hour of climbing brings you to the charming village

of Dzongri, a large meadow surrounded by magnificent towering peaks.

DAY 4: Tshoka (3000 m/9840 ft) - Dzongri (4030 m/13218 ft)

DAY 3: Sachen (2166 m / 7150 ft) to Tshoka (3000 m/9840 ft)



day-wise itinerary

Rest-day at Dzongri to help trekkers acclimatize to the high-altitude conditions. A panoramic view

of the surrounding towering peaks of Kabru (7353 m), Ratong (6678 m), Kanchenjunga (8534 m),

Kokthang (6147 m), Pandim (6691 m) and Narsingh (5825 m) can be taken from Dzongri top, a short

hike from the Dzongri campsite. An early morning hike would be ideal for you to catch the sunrise

on the Singalila and Kanchenjunga range.

The trail from Dzongri continues towards the east, surrounded by rhododendrons and eventually

into a full-blown rhododendron forest. The trail moves across the bridge over river Prek Chu. From

here, the next campsite is only 2- kms away. A short climb brings you to another flat meadow,

Thansing, right in front of Mt. Pandim.

DAY 6: Dzongri (4030 m/13218 ft) – Thangsing (3800m /12464 ft)

DAY 5: Rest day & Acclimatize at Dzongri (4030 m/13218 ft)



day-wise itinerary
The trail from Thansing climbs gently towards the north with a sudden steep interval that ends at

Lamuney. The trail now gets interesting, climbing and skirting through a series of glacial moraines

and finally arriving at Samiti Lake, a pristine blue lake only touched by mountain goats and blue

birds. From here, the climb towards Goecha La begins. The trail follows the glacial moraine in the

north-east and then drops to a dry lake at Zemathang. A scramble over rocks and boulders with a

rise of 400m will bring us to the top of the pass. The pass is formed due to the depression between

Pandim and the Kabru spurs. It overlooks the Talung Valley and commands an impressive view of

the southern face of Mt. Khanchendzonga. Return to Thangsing for breakfast and then walk

downhill to the banks of Prek Chu for the next campsite at Kokchurung.

Take the bypass route to Tshoka via Phedang which runs through dense canopy of tall

rhododendron trees and bamboos. Camp one more time at Tshoka.

DAY 7: Thansing – Goechala (5002 m/ 16406 ft) – Kokchurung- (3800 m/12,464 ft):

DAY 8: Kokchurung (3800 m/ 124464 ft) – Tshoka (3000 m/9840 ft)

DAY 9: Tshoka (3000 m/9840 ft) – Yuksom (1785 m/5854 ft)

We retrace towards Yuksom on the final day. The going is easier as the path is mainly downhill.



all you need to know

1. Which is the nearest Airport or Railway Station to Sikkim? 

The nearest airport is Bagdogra Airport (IXB), located near Siliguri, West Bengal. The nearest railway

station is New Jalpaiguri Railway station (NJP).

 

2. From where does the Goecha La trek start? How do I get there? 

The trek starts from Yuksom, a historical town and the first capital of Sikkim, located in Geyzing

subdivision of West Sikkim. From NJP Railway Station or Bagdogra Airport, you can take a cab

which would take about 6-7 hours. If you’d like us to arrange for your pickup, please let us know. 

 

3. Do I need to bring my own tent, sleeping bag, etc.? 

Accommodation is provided by Tag Along, in tents while camping. It won’t be necessary for you to

bring your own tent or sleeping bag. However, if you choose to use your own gear, please feel free to

bring them along. 

 

 



4. How long would I need to hike/trek everyday?

On an average, you will cover about 10 km everyday. We recommend you to start working on your

stamina and fitness to ensure that you are able to finish the trek with ease.

 

5. What kind of food is provided during the trek?

Both vegetarian and non-vegetarian meals will be provided, including refreshments midway.

 

6. Can I offload my rucksack? 

We recommend you to weigh your rucksack and maintain a weight of about 10-12 kg only. When

the going gets tough, you can always offload your rucksack which would entail an additional cost.

 

all you need to know



all you need to know

 

‣ Camping Equipment: Tents, Sleeping Bags, Sleeping Mats, Kitchen Tents, Toilet tents, etc.

‣ Meals: All meals provided will be freshly prepared. Hot drinks and soups will also be served during

the trek.

‣ Staff Expenses: Professional local trekking guide, kitchen staff, Yaks and Porters accompanying the

group

‣ National Park Entry Fee: Entry fee of participants is included but not for their camera equipment.

 

 

 

‣ Transport to and from Yuksom, before and after the trek. The cost to reach Yuksom will have to be

borne by participants themselves.

The Trip Cost Excludes:

The Trip Cost Includes:



your packing list 

‣ Woollen Cap (1) 

‣ Sun Cap (1) 

‣ Woollen Gloves (2) 

‣ Inner Body Warmer (2) 

‣ Inner Leg Warmer (1) 

‣ T-shirts (3 or more) 

‣ Wind-cheater (1) 

‣ Trekking Trouser (1) 

‣ Socks (4) 

‣ Trekking Shoes (1) 

‣ Poncho (1) 

‣ Fleece Jacket (1) 

‣ Down Jacket (1)

‣ Track Pants (1)

 

‣ Slippers/Sketchers (1) 
‣ Head Torch (1) 

‣ Water Bottle (1) 

‣ Toothbrush and Paste (1) 

‣ Cold Cream (1) 

‣ Sunscreen Lotion (1) 

‣ Face Wash (1) 

‣ Face Towel/Towel (1) 

‣ Trekking Shoes (1) 

‣ Hand Sanitiser (1) 

‣ Tampons/Pads 

‣ Toileries
‣ Personal medicines

‣ Energy Bars or Dry Fruits



 
WANT
IN?

Get in touch with us:

 

Phone: 

(+91) 7550925535

 

Email:

contact@tagalong.asia

 

Website:

www.tagalong.asia


