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30 Important English Questions for SBI PO Prelims 2019 

 
Directions (1-5): Read the following passage and answer the questions as directed. 
 
The transition from a colonial regime to a democratic republic was one of the most singular achievements 
in Indian history. In her magisterial How India Became Democratic, Ornit Shani details the Herculean 
efforts that went into pulling off independent India’s first general election. By stipulating in the 
Constitution that elections must be conducted on the basis of universal adult suffrage, our framers 
transformed an entire population from subjects to citizens in one sweeping stroke. It was an achievement 
that many doubted would be possible, but one whose success should make us all proud. 
 

At the heart of this achievement is the citizen’s right to vote. It is through the vote that the democratic 
legitimacy is periodically renewed and the foundations of the republic remain stable. But it is not simply 
the act of voting that is enough: rather, voting must take place as part of a free and fair election. And for 
that, there must exist a number of institutional factors and conditions, all of which, taken together, 
culminate in that final act of the voter casting her ballot. 
 

The Indian Supreme Court has recognised this basic principle. In many judgments over the years, the court 
has set out the enabling conditions that guarantee that voting remains a meaningful activity. These include, 
for example, the citizen’s right not to be arbitrarily denied the vote (the court has, therefore, held that 
voting is a fundamental freedom guaranteed under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution); the right to know 
(thus, requiring compulsory declaration of certain information by candidates); and the right to a secret 
ballot (that has prompted the court to order the inclusion of a NOTA, or None of the Above option). As the 
Supreme Court has reminded us many times, public faith in the electoral process is crucial to the continued 
survival of republican democracy, and it is these institutional safeguards that come together to ensure it. 
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Like with any other competitive process, the ground rules that constitute the framework of the competition 

must be enforced by an impartial umpire. It is here that the role of an independent judiciary is crucial. 

While in popular imagination, the primary role of the courts is to protect the fundamental rights of 

individuals against the state, another — equally critical — task of courts is to ensure that the ground rules 

of electoral competition, which are necessary to ensure free and fair elections, are maintained. For obvious 

reasons, this is not a task that can be left to political actors, and can, in essence, only be performed by the 

judiciary. This, therefore, is an arena where courts have to be even more vigilant than usual, because what 

is at stake is the foundational legitimacy of democracy itself. 

 

Q1. Which of the following is TRUE in context of the passage given above? 

(a) The Constitution provides that a judge of the Supreme Court or the High Court cannot be removed by 

any executive authority. 

(b) Any citizen of India can approach the judiciary if he feels any of his fundamental right has been infringed 

by an act of the executive. 

(c) While the people of India have their reservations about the fairness of government actions, they have 

complete faith in the judiciary.  

(d) Public faith in the electoral process is crucial to the continued survival of republican democracy. 

(e) All are true 

 

Q2. What are the enabling conditions set out by the court that guarantee that voting remains a 

meaningful activity in the country? 

(a) Voting is a fundamental freedom guaranteed to each and every citizen of the country.  

(b) The right to know certain information about the candidates. 

(c) The right to a secret ballot to every citizen. 

(d) All (a), (b) and (c)  

(e) None of the Above 

 

Q3. As per the passage above, what is/are the roles of Judiciary in our constitution? 

(a) to protect the fundamental rights of individuals against the state 

(b) the judiciary has powers to declare void any legislation that in its opinion is violative of the provisions 

of the Constitution of India. 

(c) to ensure that the ground rules of electoral competition, which are necessary to ensure free and fair 

elections, are maintained 

(d) Both (a) and (b)  

(e) Both (a) and (c)  

 

Q4. Which of the following is SIMILAR in meaning to the word 

CULMINATE given in BOLD in the above passage? 

(a) commence 

(b) create 

(c) conclude  

(d) bear 

(e) hinder 
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Q5. Which of the following is OPPOSITE in meaning to the word VIGILANT given in BOLD in the 

above passage? 

(a) aware 

(b) observant 

(c) cautious 

(d) heedless  

(e) keen 

 

Directions (6-10): Rearrange the following sentences (A), (B), (C), (D) and (E) in the proper 

sequence to form a meaningful paragraph and then answer the questions given below.  

 

(A) It is, according to Glowacka Pitet, 2004, one of the longest celebrated traditions of humankind that 

enables the exchange of feelings and experiences that cannot be articulated by the use of common language. 

(B) For example, studies conducted by various researchers uncovered that American adolescents did not 

just listen to music approximately two and a half hours per day, rather than also how they vigorously 

employ music to satisfy social, emotional and developmental requirements. 

(C) Music is and always has been an integral part of society. 

(D) Daily life does not exist without music and since every age group within a society is exposed to it, it 

comes to no surprise that each age group evaluate its importance differently. 

(E) Moreover, its strength is based on the fact that it can provide us with meaning, without saying anything 

at all (Hormigos-Ruiz, 2010). 

 

Q6. Which of the following is the SECOND sentence after rearrangement?  

(a) A 

(b) B 

(c) C 

(d) D 

(e) E 

 

Q7. Which of the following is the THIRD sentence after rearrangement?  

(a) A 

(b) B 

(c) C 

(d) D 

(e) E 

 

Q8. Which of the following is the FIRST sentence after 

rearrangement?  

(a) A 

(b) B 

(c) C 

(d) D 

(e) E 
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Q9. Which of the following is the LAST sentence after rearrangement?  
(a) A 
(b) B 
(c) C 
(d) D 
(e) E 
 
Q10. Which of the following is the FOURTH sentence after rearrangement?  
(a) A 
(b) B 
(c) C 
(d) D 
(e) E 
 
Directions (11-13): Choose the word which is most SIMILAR in meaning to the word printed in bold 
below.  
 
Q11. DIVERSE 
(a) adverse 
(b) identical 
(c) parallel 
(d) varied 
(e) conforming 
 
Q12. RAMPANT 
(a) moderate 
(b) uncontrolled  
(c) restrained 
(d) mild 
(e) elucidate 
 
Q13. CONFLICT 
(a) agreement  
(b) concord 
(c) stability 
(d) strife  
(e) truce 
 
Directions (14-15): Choose the word which is most OPPOSITE in 
meaning to the word printed in bold below.  
 
Q14. BOLSTER 
(a) Boost 
(b) Maintain 
(c) Assist 
(d) Discourage 
(e) Sustain 
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Q15. PERSUADE 

(a) Counsel 

(b) Cajole 

(c) Impress 

(d) Entice 

(e) Dissuade  

 

Directions (16-20): In each of the following sentences, there is a blank space. Below each such 

sentence, there are four options with one word each. Fill up the blank with the word that makes the 

sentence grammatically and contextually correct. If none of the four words is your answer, choose 

option (e) as your answer choice. 

 

Q16. As the election moves to the last three phases, the BJP and its opponents ---------------------- to be 

fine-tuning their strategies. 

(a) seeming 

(b) appearing 

(c) appears 

(d) seems 

(e) None of the above 

 

Q17. The government must be more -------------------- in shifting vehicles to cleaner fuels. 

(a) abhor 

(b) proactive 

(c) actively 

(d) proactively 

(e) None of the above 

 

Q18. The weather department had issued a red alert for Kerala and Tamil Nadu two days ago over 

the ------------------------ cyclone in the Bay of Bengal. 

(a) approaching 

(b) approach 

(c) approached 

(d) closing 

(e) None of the above 

 

Q19. It was in 1961 that Jawaharlal Nehru ----------------------------- 

on the concept of secularism. 

(a) elaborates 

(b) describe 

(c) describing 

(d) elaborated 

(e) None of the above 
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Q20. A state can be held to be secular if it --------------------- all religious faiths equally. 

(a) surmount 

(b) honour 

(c) honours 

(d) regarding 

(e) None of the above 

 

Directions (21-25): In the following passage there are blanks, each of which has been numbered. 

These numbers are printed below the passage and against each, five words are suggested, one of 

which fits the blank appropriately. Find out the appropriate word in each case. 

 

As India awaits the arrival of the annual summer monsoon, hopes are particularly high for normal rainfall 

that is so (21)……………….. for agriculture, the health of forests, rivers and wetlands. The India 

Meteorological Department has forecast normal rainfall of 96% of the long period average of 89 cm rain, 

with an (22)………………. date in the first week of June in Kerala. It has also signalled a significant possibility 

of a deficit. The monsoon bounty is crucial for the 60% of gross cropped area in farming that is rain-fed, 

and represents, in the assessment of the National Commission on Farmers, 45% of agricultural output. 

Given the (23)…………………. patterns of rainfall witnessed over the past few decades and their possible 

connection to atmospheric changes caused by a variety of pollutants, the distribution of monsoon 2019 

will add to the insights. The southwest monsoon is a (24)……………………. of India’s overall prosperity, and 

sustained efforts to make the best use of rainfall are absolutely important for farms, cities and industry. 

Considering that there has been a 52% decline in groundwater levels based on tests conducted last year 

over the previous decadal average, State governments should have pursued the setting up of new 

recharging wells and made improvements to existing ones on a war footing. They also have lagged in 

building structures to harvest surface water and helping farmers raise the (25)……………………. of irrigation. 

The approach to the farming sector, however, has been influenced more by the imperatives of an election 

year, and the Centre’s biggest intervention was to announce a cash handout to specified categories of small 

farmers. 

 

Q21.  

(a) importance 

(b) vital  

(c) curtail 

(d) minor 

(e) extra 

 

Q22.  

(a) commence 

(b) opened 

(c) conclude 

(d) onset  

(e) relieve 
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Q23.  

(a) abnormality 

(b) usually 

(c) erratic 

(d) reasonably 

(e) volatility 

 

Q24.  

(a) clearly 

(b) convince 

(c) decided 

(d) refutable 

(e) determinant  

 

Q25.  

(a) efficiency 

(b) skilful 

(c) compete 

(d) productive 

(e) efficient 

 

Directions (26-30): In each of the following questions, a paragraph has been given with three 

blanks. Same word is to be used in all the THREE blanks in either same or different way. Choose the 

option (word) corresponding to the question which will APPROPRIATELY fit into all the three 

blanks. If none of the given options is your answer, choose (e) as your answer choice. 

 

Q26. Only the village idiot, or those in the top echelons of the civil aviation ministry, would have 

been surprised when Jet Airways flew ------------------- the darkness on Wednesday evening. Sadly, 

while the cessation of the 25-year-old carrier’s operations is officially described as “temporary”, 

most experts believe that in the absence of any positive moves in recent weeks the prospects are 

not very bright that a new investor will come forward to revive the airline that carries a debt 

burden of at least Rs 8,000 crore. When a government-initiated consortium of bankers did not live 

up to a “promise” of injecting Rs 1,500 crore ----------------------- the beleaguered carrier, and even a 

plea for emergency funding of Rs 400 crore was turned down, the red flag was finally waved. That 

an estimated 20,000 people (and their families) could run ------------------------- grave financial 

difficulties assumed little priority to a banking sector under the political hammer for incurring 

massive non-performing assets ~ allegedly under the pressure of the previous government: a case 

of once-bitten, twice shy. 

(a) under 

(b) for 

(c) into 

(d) in 

(e) None of the above 
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Q27. It is difficult to dispose plastic products. It is --------------------

when plastic waste goes to the landfills and even more ------------- 

when it goes into the water bodies. Unlike, wood and paper we 

cannot even dispose it of by burning it. This is because burning 

plastic produces harmful gases that are --------------------- for the 

environment and life on earth. Plastic thus causes air, water and 

land pollution. 

(a) hazardously 

(b) dangerously 

(c) harmless 

(d) dangerous 

(e) None of the above 

 

Q28. Today due to urbanization and rapid development, urban areas are beset with heavy traffic, 

air pollution, noise, anonymous high-rise blocks and violence. All these impact our physical and 

mental ------------------- negatively. -------------------- should be the top most priority over other aspects 

of life. Due to work pressure and unhealthy life style in the cities not only the physical but the 

mental ----------------- of people is also getting affected. 

(a) health 

(b) unhealthy 

(c) healthy 

(d) fit 

(e) None of the above 

 

Q29. --------------------------- is necessary to get completion in the task as it helps person to fight with 

all difficulties and get success. Without -------------------------- and will power we generally tend to give 

up very easily in the starting as we become hopeless from small difficulties. To learn or achieve 

something in life, will power acts as a catalyst and enhances the speed of action. It needs a hard and 

continuous practice to deeply learn things. We can pass the exam by reading the lessons just a night 

before the exam however we cannot top in the class, district or state without hard work for the 

whole year. So, it is good to have ----------------------------- even to the smallest tasks in life and never 

give up easily. 

(a) determining 

(b) determination 

(c) undermine 

(d) willing 

(e) None of the above 

 

https://store.adda247.com/product-testseries/1884/SBI-PO-2019-Prime-with-Video-Solution-Online-Test-Series-SBI-Special


30 Important English Questions for SBI PO Prelims 2019 

9 Adda247 | No. 1 APP for Banking & SSC Preparation 
Website: bankersadda.com | sscadda.com | store.adda247.com | Email: contact@bankersadda.com 

 

Q30. Punctuality is virtue of a ------------------------- person. It makes 

a person more efficient and helps him to go with time. A punctual 

and ---------------------- person always becomes happy, fit and 

healthy. A person with this quality never feels relaxed without 

completing his/her tasks on time. He/she wakes up early in the 

morning, completes all the daily routine tasks and gets involved 

in the tasks what he/she needs to do ahead in life. Punctual   and 

---------------------- people never fail in their life and always get 

respect. 

(a) dedicate 

(b) disciplined 

(c) honour 

(d) honesty 

(e) None of the above 
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